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[ U n a t t r i b u t e d a r t i c l e : "The Sentencing Of The O f f i c e r s " ] 

[ T e x t ] I t was the l o n g e s t of the t r i a l s now being conducted 
i n the m i l i t a r y c o u r t s of the country. L a s t Thursday, a f t e r 
8 days of proceedings, the s p e c i a l c o u n c i l of j u s t i c e of the 
3d Court of the Army, i n Rio, condemned to 2 y e a r s of im
prisonment, 5 c o l o n e l s , 4 l i e u t e n a n t c o l o n e l s and a major, 
accused of a c t i v e and p a s s i v e c o r r u p t i o n when they served 
i n the DGI [ D i r e c t o r a t e General of the Quartermaster] and i n 
the DMI [ D i v i s i o n of I n d u s t r i a l Methods]. 

From the beginning, on the morning of 4 December, 11 of the 
most experienced Rio lawyers endeavored d e s p e r a t e l y to get 
an a c q u i t t a l f o r a l l those i m p l i c a t e d i n the proceedings 
t h a t had a s c e r t a i n e d embezzlement and g r a f t i n the purchas
i n g of s u p p l i e s f o r the B r a z i l i a n army. Those i m p l i c a t e d 
i n c l u d e d 16 army o f f i c e r s and 12 i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , b u s i n e s s 
men and s u p p l i e r s of m a t e r i a l s f o r the DGI and the DMI. 
Meanwhile the young pro s e c u t o r , Jorge L u i z Dodaro, demanded 
during the p r o s e c u t i o n , p r i n c i p a l l y i n r e b u t t a l , the con
demnation of a l l f o r crimes of a c t i v e c o r r u p t i o n , p a s s i v e 
c o r r u p t i o n and embezzlement, a crime c h a r a c t e r i z e d as a form 
of e x t o r t i n g g r a f t . 

The indictment by the p r o s e c u t o r ' s o f f i c e was a l l based on 
the IPM [ M i l i t a r y P o l i c e I n q u i r y ] i n s t i t u t e d i n the matter 
i n the zone of the 1 s t Army, and under the d i r e c t i o n of Gen 
Jayme P o r t e l l a / ' d e [ M e J J ^ During the summation, the prosecu
t o r charged t h a t the p r i s o n e r s were g u i l t y , a f f i r m i n g a t the 
end t h a t there was "unequivocal evidence of the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of the m i l i t a r y men and the c i v i l i a n s i n the c r i m i n a l a c t s 
i n the p r e l i m i n a r y i n v e s t i g a t i o n documents." He s a i d t h a t 
"the a c t s being judged are not merely c e n s u r a b l e . They 
go beyond the l i m i t s of the code of e t h i c s and r e s t i n the 
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to the c o u n c i l room to announce the sentence. Condemned to 
2 y e a r s of imprisonment were c o l o n e l s Aldo da C o s t a i D a n t a s J 
who enjoyed r e l a t i v e p r e s t i g e under the previous govSTnment 
Jose Magalhaes Tamborini [Porto ; A l f r e d o Rodrigues da jMottaj 
Armando Coelho da jRocha )Filho~and P l i n i o B r i l h a n t e de ~ 
Albuquerque,^'^;he l a t t e r i n the r e s e r v e on a c t i v e duty, aged 

5eTTte~nced to the same imprisonment were l i e u t e n a n t 
c o l o n e l s Antonio P e r e i r a ffiastosj H e l i o F a r i a de MadeJ^psJ 
L u i s M a d e i r a feuimaraes jand^Newton de Franca \RibelTO) ( R / i ) , 
as w e l l as the major, Jose A i r t o n de O l i v e i r a . (T) 
The s p e c i a l c o u n c i l of j u s t i c e w i l l meet again t h i s week 
fo r the reading of the sentence i n the presence of the con
demned, who are going to appeal to the m i l i t a r y supreme 
c o u r t , a s k i n g f o r a c q u i t t a l . Col J e s s e Torres P e r e i r a , 
one of those a c q u i t t e d , i s i n p r i s o n f u l f i l l i n g a sentence 
imposed i n the 1 s t Court of the Army, where he was charged 
i n another proceeding, accused of c o r r u p t i o n . Other o f f i c e 
are s t i l l to respond to proceedings based on the same f a c t s 
which came from the broad i n v e s t i g a t i o n c a r r i e d out i n 1972 
by the then c h i e f of the general s e r v i c e s department, Gen 
Rodrigo Otavio Jordao Ramos, now m i n i s t e r of STM (see 
OPINTAO Nos. 17 and 21) 

1. For l a c k of proof, the s p e c i a l c o u n c i l of j u s t i c e 
a c q u i t t e d c o l o n e l s J e s s e Torres \p_erej^ra_<j Jose Morais 
d e / O l i v e i r a ! and Joaquim Lopes\Coelhoj and l i e u t e n a n t 
c o l o n e l s Guilhermino/Meirellesf :TJiijH?n~o^ Mario Morais de 
^Cas_t£oJ and F r e d e r i c o C a ? l T t s 7 ^ a j j ^ n ^ c H h A l s o a c q u i t t e d 
were the i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and s u p p l i e r s of m a t e r i a l s to 
the army, D e r i l s o n de L i s b o a Mello, Pedro Jose Lofredo 
Milton Fernando de Araujo Rego, Manoel Modesto F e r r a z , 
C e l i o A l v e s de Araujo, Arnaldo Lombard!, V i c t o r i n o 
R i b e i r o de Moura, Cesar G i o r g i , C a r l o s Eduardo P e r e i r a 
C a r n e i r o (the only one t r i e d by d e f a u l t ) , A l b e r t o Lopes 
da S i l v a , Joao Martins F r e i r e and E l i o Aldo Manfredini. 
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