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(U) NAME: . Marshal (Ret) Mdrcio de Souza e

"M§llo iMAﬁR—seejoﬁ),_Airmerce. :
(U) POSITION: Minister of Aeronautics See 1
since 15 Mar 1967. - > i

(S/NFD) SIGNIFICANCE: Despite his
excellent reputation in the past as a
capable, serious, and dedicated administra-
tor, Marcio has been one of the weaker
cabinet members, both in the government

of the late Marshal (Ret) Arthur da Costa v
e Silva (President, 1967-1969) and in the
current administration of Gen (Ret) Emflio
Garrastazli Médici (President since 30 Oct
1969). He has antagonized both civilian (U) 1970
and military elements in Brazil, Political

disillusionment with him over the years has been caused by a general-
decline in air force morale, alleged fraud in the purchases of major
equipment, and weak command decisions, especially the inept handling
of the allegation that an air force unit was being used as a paramilitary
repression force. These factors, coupled with his failing health
following surgery at the beginﬁing of 1971, have resulted in rereated
rumors that he might resign. He is, however, a strong supporter and
friend of President Médici, G ¥

» g -

(S/NFD) Mdrcio became a member of the governing t

= i}
(Ministers of Army, Navy and Air Force), which assumed the :
Presidency (31 Aug-30 Oct 1969) when Costa e Silva was incapaci

stroke. He is extremely conservative politically, and st

Institutional Act No. 5 (promulgated 13 Dec 1968), v

Chief Executive unprecedented authoritarian powers

as Minister of Aeronautics (15 Dec 196L-6 Jan 1965

administration of the late President Marshal (Ret)

Branco, but resigned in protest of the President's compron isior
of 13 Jan 1965 on.embarked aviation, ch provided that the air force
would operate only fixed-wing aircra rom the navy's aircrafi carrier,
wheareas ti ubmarine-warfare helicopters.

n
A pilot, h

(C/NFD) International: Extremely a
he is considered to be friendly toward
successfully recommended the purchase o
U.S.-built planes in Oct 1968. He appea
military equipment from European sourc
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(S/NFD) Internal: Conservative in ideology; he is one of the mor
temperate leaders of the hard-liner faction in the air force that 7
advocates qtrong reasures against Communists, Comaunist symyathizers,
and corrypt elemenits in the govermment, He was & primry t?lgﬂt of
- jeftist terrorists in late. 1“69, because he allegedly shot &nd killed a
Brazjilian air force colonel during the 1964 revolt that installed
Castello Branco as President. He firmly supported Insfitutional Act
5 (promulgated 13 Dec 1968), which imposed censorship on the news
media and further restricted political activity. He is antagonistic
toward Army Marshal (Ret) Henrigue Bapilistz Duffles Teixeira Lottt
(Minister of War, 1954-1960), whose strict legalism paved the way for
the leftist trend in Brazilian government, and he held relatively
. : unimportant assignments during the QHMWn1eratlon of leftist-tending
Jofo Goulart (President, 1901—196h). He was arrested in 1937 for his
S association with the A¢Ho Integralista Brasileira, a Brazilian fascist
- movenent,

(C) PERSONAL DATA: - .

.

(U) Birth: 26 May 1906 in Santa Catarina, Brazil.

(U) Family: Father, Rear Adm (Ret) Francisco Agosiinka de Souza &7 7
"Mello. Wife, Zilda Andfadc de Souza e lello (Roman Catholic).
Children (2)  ¥arie Tucia (f), single; Marina (f), married,

Medium build (5'8 1/2”, 160 wa), duld complexion,
O(‘

. -brown EJEE_-gT yiﬁé brown hair, graying brown mustache, bushy eyebrows;
wears glasses; in poor health following oreration at cinning of 1971.
’ Intelligent, logical, coasistert, sobter and nardwormlng. Very reaerved,
shy, exiremely protoecol-minded; does not like social functions, Has
shown special skill for teaching. FPresident of Aerorautical Club,
1957-1659; assccizted with Condor 8yndicate, Ltd. (private aviaticn
: company), where ke won many friends and sdmirers by his devotion to the
cause of aviation, '
, -
(U) Language: DNative Portuguese, good Spanish, fair English.

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic (devout).

() Decorations Ttalian Cross of the Crown (Knighi
Order of Merit iﬁaﬁwapaer) Brazilisn Scuth Atlantic Cam
Meijation Cross, Order of Asroracticel Merit (Commandsr),
Medal of Merit (Silver, 16 Jan 1957), Military Medal (uo?
6 Dec 1957}, Order.of Military Merit (CUrand Officer), Rio Pra
(May 19G0). ~ .
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- Cadet, Military Academy, Realengo. Appointed
Probatlonjry 2d Lt 20 Jan 1928, Premoted to 2d I,
16 Aug 3908

- Btudent, Mllltdry Aviation Course.

- Pramoted to lst Lt, 14 Aug 1930.

~ Student, Aviation Officers Course. "

Promoted to Capt, 16 Jun 1033,

Chief, Training D1v131on, Military School of Av1at10n

(3 years).

Arrested for activiiy in a fascisti-oriented grouw.

Student, Postgraduate Course for Air Officers

graduating Dec 1938, Promoted to Maj, 7 Sep 1938

Chief, General Training DlVlSlon, Aviation Scnool

Feb 1939ﬂADr 19L0., Made flights to Asuncidn,

Paraguay, 1939.

Student, Preparatory Course, Army Commard and General

Stafr Scnool

- Transferred to air force when it was establlqbbd as

a separate service, 20 Jan 19Lk1l., Promoted to Lt Col,

20 Dec 1941, Adjutant, Directorate of Air Bases and

Routes, from 20 Dec 19L1. '

On leave of absence to carry oub technical civil

aviation activities, 14 Feb 1942-15 Jan 19Lk.

Served with Brazilian Air Force in Furope during

World War II. -

_Commender » Santos Air Pase.

‘Btudent, U S, Army Command and General Siaff School,

Fort Ieafenuorth hanbas,ana, subsea «usrulv_ Aymy Aﬂr

Forces School of Applied Tacides, Orlando, Fla.,

from ‘Oct 19hh, .

Chief, Uth Air Zone, Air Force General Staf’, from

May 19hLs,

- Student, Command and Gereral Sta?f and Su
* Command Coufw;a, Air Command and General
fron Apr 1946, Promoted to Col, Nov 19L&,

~ Chief Instructor and Denuiy COmman dantc, Alr Cormand

and General Staff School, from Feb 1947, Concurrently,

student, Special Intelligence Course, Ailr Commard and

General qtaff Sehool .

Air Attaché, Buenos Aires, Argent

Also aceredited to Uruguay.

Chief, unidentified seciion, Air Force General 3taff,

1952- 29 Apr 1953.
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Sta

School,

- 8tudent, Superior Wzr Cclleze, Rio de Jansiro.

- Deputy Chief, Office of Inspvecltor Gzneral of the Air
Force, 1 Jan-25 Jul 1954. Promoted to Brig Gen,
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: ' 10 Apr 195h

1954 - Depuly Chief for Air, Armed Forces Genbral Staff,
SOOI 25 Jul-1 Sep 195h. .

195h-1955 - Chief, Executive Office (Gabinete) of Minister of

Aeronautlcs, 25 Aug 1954-9 Feb 1955. Concurrently,

Merber, Promotions Commission, 27 Dec 195h-20 Dec 1955.
1955-1956 - Deputy Chief for Intelligence and Operatibns, Air

Force General Staff, ¢ Feb 1955-1 Jun 1956. Concurrently,

Chief, Air Force TaCtl(dl Command Cadre, Mln istry of

. _ © Acronautics, from Apr 1955, -
! 1957 - Commandant, Air Command and General Staff School,
- : 7 Mar-5 Aug 1957.
1957-1958 - 8taff Officer, Air Force General Stafrl, 21 Aug 1957-
: 20 Feb 1938,
1958-1959 - Deputy Commandant for Air, Superior War College,
/ 21 Feb 1958-21 Cct 1959. Conducted study trip to

north and northeast sections of Brazil as Chisf of
the Armed Forces Cormand ard Staff Course, Sep 1959.
1959-1961 - Unassigned, 29 Cct 1959-2 Feb 1901.
196). : ~ Commander, 34 Air Zore, Rio de Janeiro, 6 Feb-20 Sep
1961. Concurrently, Member, Promotions Commissicn,
. from 20 Feb 1961, Promoted to Maj Gen, 22 Apr 1961.
19621964 ~ Chief, Air Force Operational Sub-Cormission on Military
Subgectﬂ, Department of Aeronautichl Commission of
Studies and High Planning, 22 Jun 1962-20 lay 1964,

1964 _ - Chiefl, Coordinating Section, Military Assislance
_Progrem (MAP). -

1964 - Commander, Wth Air Zone, S%o Pauvle, 2 Apr-15 Dec 196L.

19641965 - Minister of Aeronautics, 15 Dec 196L-6 Jan 1965.

1965 - Unassigned, 7 Jan-15 Mar 1969,

1965-1866 - Inspector Geperal of the Air Force, 16 Mar 1965-Cct

: 1966. Promoted to Gen, Apr 1966.

1666 - Promoied to Marshal ard retired, Oct 1966,

1967-Present - Minister of Aerconautics from 15 Mar 1967, Member of
the governing military triumvirate {composed of the
ministers of Mavy, Army, and Air Force), 31 Aug-

30 Cet 1569,

~
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