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(C) IR deals w i t h the l a t e s t s p e c u l a t i o n among I Army assigned 
o f f i c e r s r e g a r d i n g who might be named t o re p l a c e GEN Orlando GEISEL 
asjArmy M i n i s t e r . The a c t i v e l i s t generals - t h r e e o f them t o be 
exact - are f a v o r e d over the r e t i r e d group o f p o s s i b l e s . The 
r a t i o n a l e i s contained i n the IR, and r e v e a l s the "home-stretch 
d r u t h e r s " o f the p o l i t i c a l l y - m i n d e d o f f i c e r s o f the always 
i m p o r t a n t I Army area. 

BSCD DS-'4* 24 JAN 1974 

1. (C) During December 1973, w h i l e convalescing a t h i s q u a r t e r s , 
"RO was v i s i t e d by se v e r a l I Army o f f i c e r s , known t o RO f o r .periods 
"ra n g i n g from o n e j r e a r t o e i g h t years. T h e i r f a v o r i t e t o p i c o f 
d i s c u s s i o n d u r i n g the v i s i t s - next t o t a l k i n g about RO's re c e n t 
s u r g i c a l experience - was t o speculate on who might succeed GEN 
Orlando GEISEL as Army M i n i s t e r i n the next A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , What 
t h e sources said" - and t h e i r c u r r e n t duty assignments run the 
gamut from s e r v i n g w i t h t r o o p u n i t s a t the V i l a M i l l t a r , t he Hqs 
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s t a f f o f the I Array, the s t a f f and elements o f the 1 s t ' M i l i t a r y 
Region, t h e ECEME, the ESG, and on through t o the T r a i n i n g Depart­
ment's a c t i v i t i e s l o c a t e d i n the Guanabara area - f o l l o w s below. 

2. (C) The m a j o r i t y f e l t convinced t h a t the next Army M i n i s t e r 
would most l i k e l y be chosen from the a c t i v e ranks o f the Army's 
f o u r - s t a r g e n e r a l s . T h e i r choices i n o r d e r o f "best chance" were: 

a. GEN V i c e n t e de Paulo DALE COUTINHO, Army Chief o f S t a f f 

b. GEN SYLVIO Couto Coelho da FROTAj CG o f the I Army 

c. GEN OSCAR LUIZ da S i l v a ^ CG o f the I I I Army 

The r a t i o n a l e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the generals f i s t e d above was as 
f o l l o w s . 

3. (C) Of a l l t h e f o u r - s t a r generals on a c t i v e duty, GEN DALE 
COUTINHO i s e a s i l y Ernesto GEISEL's best and t r u s t e d f r i e n d . 
T h i s General's s e l f - e f f a c i n g Wanner, h i s d e d i c a t i o n t o the Army * 
and proven l o y a l t y t o t h e 1964 R e v o l u t i o n are a l l f a c t o r s working 
sbrjpngly i n h i s f a v o r . The f a c t t h a t he was s e l e c t e d as Army 
Chief o f S t a f f over t h r e e more s e n i o r generals appears t o the 
sources t o be p a r t o f a d d i t i o n a l grooming f o r the m i n i s t e r i a l 
post. The s i n g l e drawback i s c o n t i n u i n g s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t GEN 
DALE COUTINHO's h e a l t h w i l l not per m i t him t o serve a f u l l term 
( u n t i l 1979), p o s s i b l y causing GEN Ernesto GEISEL t o s e l e c t 
another o f f i c e r . 

4. (C) GEN SYLVIO FROTA's " p l u s e s " are h i s e x c e l l e n t h e a l t h , h i s 
r e p u t a t i o n f o r b e i n g close-mouthed (a l a Ernesto GEISEL) and 
tough, h i s l a c k o f concern about what o t h e r s t h i n k o f him ( a g a i n , 
l i k e Ernesto GEISEL), and h i s demonstrated l o y a l t y - t o the ' 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y g o a l s , as w e l l as t o GEISEL (he d i d not "rock the 
boa t " when the p r o - a c t i v e - d u t y - g e n e r a l - f o r - p r e s i d e n t c l i q u e was 
l o o k i n g f o r a " s t r o n g man" t o a c t as i t s " c a n d i d a t e " ) , and his-
r e c o r d o f s u c c e s s e s i n c o p i n g w i t h p o l i t i c a l subversion/subversives 
.while commanding the I Army. Sources added t h a t i f Ernesto GEISEL 
wants a m i n i s t e r much l i k e Orlando GEISEL, namely, one t h a t w i l l 
command t h e Army and keep i t i n l i n e , then FROTA w i l l be named t o 
rep l a c e Orlando GEISEL. 

5. (C) A5 f o r GEN OSCAR LUIZ, he i s c r e d i t e d w i t h being know-
led g a b l e i n the wordings of t h e government a t i t s h i g h e s t l e v e l s . 

^ i e i s a l s o s a i d t o enjoy good h e a l t h and t o have "demonstrated 
h i s l e a d e r s h i p q u a l i t i e s as commander o f the s t r a t e g i c a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t and n u m e r i c a l l y s t r o n g I I I Army. The sources were l e s s 
c e r t a i n about t h i s General's prospects than they were o f the f i r s t 
two. However, they f e l t he should be i n c l u d e d as one o f the 
po s s i b l e s because he shares much t h e same q u a l i t i e s and c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s t h a t FROTA has, b u t i s l e s s close-mouthed (but not a gossip 
nor n e c e s s a r i l y t a l k a t i v e ) and more ou t g o i n g than the near-
a n c h o r i t e GEN FROTA. 
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6. (C) Next, w i t h r e g a r d to the m i n o r i t y view t h a t E r n e s t o 
G E I S E L might s e l e c t a r e t i r e d o f f i c e r f o r Army M i n i s t e r , the 
names most mentioned were those o f M a r s h a l ( R e t ) Adhemar de 
QueirogJ GEN .fRet) A a t o n i o C a r l o s da S i l v a ML'RICY, and GEN (Rec) ( 

A l f r e d o SoutojMALAN.g A l l t h r e e were c r e d i t e d w i t h being l o n g t i m e 
a s s o c i a t e s a^T^WBIWIxlants o f E r n e s t o G E I S E L , snd c l o s e l y 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the CASTELLO BRANCO e r a . However, the same 
s o u r c e s were s k e p t i c a l t h a t t h e i r f a v o r i t e s would a c c e p t the 
m i n i s t e r i a l j o b e i t h e r f o r r e a s o n s o f h e a l t h ( e . g . , MALAN), or 
b u s i n e s s r e a s o n s (the o t h e r two), l e a v i n g the f i e l d p r e t t y much 
t o t h e t h r e e a c t i v e - l i s t g e n e r a l s ( i n para 2 a b o v e ) . 

COMMENT: (C) I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t most o f the sources f e l t 
t h a t GEN DALE COUTINHO stood a b e t t e r chance than the I Army's 
"hero," GEN FROTA. I t i s perhaps the sources 1 b e l i e f t h a t i t i s 
Ernesto G E I S E L ' s c l o s e f r i e n d s h i p w i t h f e l l o w a r t i l l e r y m a n GEN 
DALE COUTINHO t h a t w i l l r e s u l t i n t h i s general's s e l e c t i o n . As 
f o r CEN OSCAR LUIZ, note t h a t t h e s o u r c e s v i e w him as a " s o r t 
o f FROTA," but smoother i n s t y l e and not as tough on subversives. 
Regardless o f what was l e a r n e d , t h i s month should r e v e a l the 
name* o f Orlando GEISEL's replacement, f o l l o w i n g the f o r m a l 
e l e c t i o n o f Ernesto GEISEL as the next P r e s i d e n t o f BRAZIL, t h a t 
i s , thus p u t t i n g an end t o the c u r r e n t s p e c u l a t i o n . Whether or 
n o t t he I Army sources ( r a n g i n g i n grade from c o l o n e l down t o 
c a p t a i n ) were c o r r e c t i n t h e i r p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n s , the f a c t i s 
t h a t the Army w i l l accept the new President's choice and f o l l o w 
the new A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s wishes r e g a r d i n g the Army's r o l e i n 
seeing the 1964 R e v o l u t i o n come c l o s e r t o r e a l i z i n g i t s goals 
d u r i n g the remaining years o f the 1970s. 
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