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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

According t o an a r t i c l e i n JorJial d o ^ j ^ n ^ j i ^ f September 

"1 

1 1966. 
Foreign M i n i s t e r JuracyJMagalhg.es Recently sued Tribuna da Imprensa 

^'publisher and e d i t o r Helio 1 IFernandes and columnist Pedro Barr 0 3 0 J. or 
' l i b e l on the grounds t h a t they had s a i d t h a t B r a z i l was preparing t o 
•send troops t o Vietnam. I n h i s column of A p r i l Ik H e l i o Fernandes had 
claimed Juracy had " l i e d once again t o p u b l i c opinion i n e x p l a i n i n g 
Pio Correa's v i s i t t o the United States. I n r e a l i t y Pio Correa wenb t o 
speak t o Dean Rusk about sending B r a z i l i a n troops t o Vietnam". The 
p l a i n t i f f s t a t e d t h a t the defendants had offended h i s honor and t h a t the 
r e p o r t was f a l s e and intended t o cause s o c i a l alarm. 

2. Judge E l i e z e r Rosa, who handled the case, a c q u i t t e d the defendants, 
commenting on the p r i v i l e g e o f j o u r n a l i s t s t o c r i t i c i z e acts of p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s , provided the c r i t i c i s m s do not become personal insults.. The 
case was thus summed up by the judge: " i f H e l i o Fernandes had c a l l e d 
Juracy Magalh&es a l i a r , he would have committed a crime of i n j u r y . 
However, the defendant only a t t r i b u t e d t o the p l a i n t i f f the act of l y i n g , 
which i s not the same t h i n g . I t i s n o t , the judge r e f l e c t e d , the same 
t h i n g t o a t t r i b u t e an act t o someone as i t i s t o a t t r i b u t e a q u a l i t y " 
( i . e . l i a r ) . 

END UNCLASSIFIED BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. Comment; The Foreign M i n i s t e r despises Tribuna da Jjaprensa and must 
have fumed on hearing the r a t h e r curious l o g i c of the judge i n a c q u i t t i n g 
the defendants. I f nothing e l s e , the d e c i s i o n w i l l probably hasten the 
passage of B r a z i l ' s new press l i b e l law (A - I 6 3 ) . 

I _ TT.ITHILL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

D S - 3 2 3 

Clearances: 
POLiPRo.Io/FC 

J 
F O R D E P T . USE*HN1 .Y 

] Out 

l s a 
C o n t e n t s and C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Approved by: 

POL - Max V. Krebs 

http://JuracyJMagalhg.es

