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I o r rmî'i d r r f i-jf trly <T . J . * t̂ rff .0 rnfvrt. jj 

it C O J S T R V BRAZIL / \ • G . 6 899 0605 75 | 
t, soWp: (C) Possible Fate o£ 

^ fUUJf^Star G e n e r a l s -'. 
the ». D A T E O F R E P O R T : 6 JcOy 1913 • • 

A c c o r d i n g t o I A rmy ) 1 0 . H O . O F P A G E S : 3 
3. I S C N U M B E R . : SOUrCOS 

C 

rmy ) 
I I . R E F E n t H C E k DIRM 7A 

4 . D A T E O F I N F O R M A T I O N : 20 Jlin~2 J u l 73 ' 1 ? . O R I G I N A TO Pti USDAO BRAZIL 

/ 

5. P L A C E A N U O A T E O F A C Q : R ' lO do J a n e i r o I I P R E P A R E D B Y 

20 Jun-2 J u l 73! • ' ' 
6. E V A L U A T I O N : S O U R C E B I M f O R M A T I O N _ 3 _ 

^ 0 ^A^^: 
Ji6. DE AMUSATEGUi', LTC US/ 

/ 

7. S O U R C E : Several I Army sources known., 
t o R0 f o r two years 

A s a i s t a f i t Ajfmjf A t t a c h e 
iv A P P R O V I N G AUTHOmrv. i^ri^r?yjr 

•-ARTHUR S-.'MOURA 
B r i g a d i e r General, GS 

; Defense Attache 15. S U M M A R Y : 

(C) IR deals w i t h what c e r t a i n n o r m a l l y a s t u t e I Army observers 
are saying about what the c u r r e n t crop o f f o u r - s t a r generals 
might be doing between now and March 1974. Mentioned are up­
coming r e t i r e m e n t s ; a successor t o the Army M i n i s t e r ; a new member 
f o r the Superior M i l i t a r y Tribunal.; and a d i r e c t o r f o r . the ITAIPU 
darn p r o j e c t . c ' . 

1. (C) Ever,since the announcements i n June concerning the 
candidacies o f GEN (Ret) Jj£nestO fiEISEL and GEN (Ret) ADALBERTO 
P e r e i r a dos Santics- f o r the p o s i t i o n or p r e s i d e n t and v i c e p r e s i ­
dent, r e s p e c t i v e l y , c e r t a i n I Army o f f i c e r s assigned t o the 
I Army commander's personal and c o o r d i n a t i n g s t a f f , as w e l l as 
s e v e r a l o t h e r s posted t o t a c t i c a l u n i t s i n the V i l a M i l i t a r , have 
been s p e c u l a t i n g on the f a t e o f the Army's c u r r e n t crop o f 
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f o u r - s t a r generals between now and March 1974. Taking advantage 
o f t h e i r proximity and w i l l i n g n e s s ' t o discuss t h e i r i d eas, RO 
conducted a two-week-long survey. The r e s u l t s o f RO1s "soundings" 
f o j l o w below. 

2. (C) Accordii 
are scheduled to 
and November 74 . 

sources, those f o u r - s t a r generals who 
..• a c t i v e s e r v i c e between November 73 

a. r t i r . i r Dutirte CANDAL. Fonseca, o f th e engineer arm; 
c u r r e n t l y s e r v i n g as Chief o f tlie^'iffHSl'-Forces S t a f f . He i s 
b e l i e v e d headed f o r a j o b w i t h p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y come November 
o f ' t h i s year. 

b. GEN R0DR7G0 OCTAVlO .TordSo Rairios, a l s o an engineer; 
c u r r e n t l y heads the Services Department.. He i s s a i d t o be the 
bes t bet t o he'd the ITAI.PU dam p r o j e c t once i t gets underway. 

0 Borges .Fortes, an a r t i l l e r y m a n and,.serving as 
a f f ; I Army sources c o n s i d e r him a mental l i g h t -

c. GEN BR£ 
Army Chief o f £ 
weight and c e r t a i n t o "go horria and stay r e t i r e d " by November 73 

d. GEN Joao BINAf^^C^D^J' an i n f a n t r y m a n . He has been 
r u n n i n g the Superior Wa^^cnool. He i s r e p o r t e d l y going t o 
r e t i r e by March 1974, when he w i l l have reached the maximum age -
66 vcars - a l l o w a b l e under present s t a t u t e s . 

. e. GEN HUMliF.RIO de Souza l^JJ^y °£ th e i n f a n t r y ; ' i n command 
o f the S2o Paulo-based 2nd Army, he i s considered a "s h o o - i n " as 
GEN ADALBERTO P e r e i r a dos Santos' replacement on the Superior War 
T r i b u n a l . He r e p o r t e d l y does n o t have t d r e t i r e u n t i l September 74. 

,3. (C) W i t h regard t o the remaining a c t i v e - l i s t f o u r - s t a r 
g enerals, t he I Army c o n t a c t s a l l o w e d the f o l l o w i n g : 

a.- GEN DYRCEU.Araujo Kogueira, an e n g i n e e r - i n charge o f the 
Engineering and Cc-niunicatifoii^Wpartinerit (DEC); he i s regarded 
by trie I Army soi fees as "muddle headed." They b e l i e v e t h a t he 
w i l l r e t a i n the DSC post (where i t i s reasoned he can do no harm) . 
u n t i l e l i g i b l e f o r r e t i r e m e n t i n 1975.. 

b. GEN Vi c e n t e de Paulo DALE COUTINHO',' an a r t i l l e r y o f f i c e r ; 
he has been overseeing the i m p o r t a r i t ^ o - r n o d e r n i z a t i o n Ordnance 
Department. I. Army sources i n s i s t t h a t , he w i l l become t h e next 
Army M i n i s t e r . They c l a i m t h a t DALE COUTINHO i s v e r y c l o s e t o the 
GEISEL b r o t h e r s , e s p e c i a l l y t o Ernesto, and i s o f t h e same branch 
as Ernesto. The one f l a w - the " s p o i l e r " - i s DALE COUTINHO1s 
h e a l t h . Even though recovered from the open h e a r t surgery o f l a s t 
year, t h e r e i s always the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t Ernesto GEISEL w i l l not 
want to o v e r t a x DALE COUTINHO's h e a l t h by s a d d l i n g him w i t h t he 
r e o r g a n i z i n g an j d e r n l z i n g Army's top p o s i t i o n . 
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c. GEN V.'ALTER de Kenezea Jgags o f the I n f a n t r y and commanding 
the IV Army. I Army s p e c u l a t o r s say he w i l l , p robably keep the 
IV Army p o s i t i o n f o r a w h i l e a f t e r the. new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n takes 
ov?.v, a f t e r which he w i l l most l i k e l y be t r a n s f e r r e d t o take over-
one o f the Army's departments. Ho should be r e t i r i n g by 1976. 

d. GEN Antonio Jorge CORRfiA. C h i e f o f the T r a i n i n g Department 
and a c a v a l r y o f f i c e r ; t h J s ^ ^ a r l i n g " o f the I.Army s t a f f o f f i c e r s 
- they thought a t one time, t h a t he'd make the. b e s t successor t o 
MEDICI - i s considered as the second best prospect t o get the Army 
M i n i s t e r ' s post, assuming DALE COUTINHO doesn't get nominated 
because o f h i s h e a l t h . The I Army-ers p o i n t out t h a t C0R11EA i s 
a good f r i e n d o f Ernesto GEISEL, i s t r a i n i n g and research minded -
Which they consider t o be very i m p o r t a n t i n view o f t h e Army's push 
towards m o d e r n i z a t i o n , i s i n good h e a l t h and p r o j e c t s a d i g n i f i e d 
image ( i m p o r t a n t , they say, f o r p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s purposes). 

e. GEN OSCAR LUIZ da S i l v a , Commander o f the I I I Army,, a 
cavalryman. This g e n e r a l ' ' s ^ r a f l i n g o f f the horse i n c i d e n t , l a s t 
May ( w h i l e l e a d i n g a c a v a l r y charge) has. ba d l y h u r t h i s chances 
f o r advancement w i t h i n t he Army's h i e r a r c h y o f assignments. More­
over, h i s son, who graduated l a s t December from the M i l i t a r y 
Academy, r e c e n t l y l o s t p a r t of h i s r i g h t hand i n a t r a i n i n g 
a c c i d e n t i n I I I Army. This sudden s t r e a k o f bad l u c k i s viewed 
w i t h alarm by the s u p e r s t i t i o u s element i n I Army; they reason 
t h a t Fate h e r s e l f - f o r whatever reason - i s i n t e r v e n i n g t o l i m i t 
GEN OSCAR LUIZ's f u t u r e . They b e l i e v e t h a t the g e n e r a l w i l l e i t h e r 
r e t a i n h i s I I I Army command o r move over t o r e p l a c e BINA MACHADO a t 
the Superior War School, 

f . GEN SYLVIO Couto Coe.l'ho da FROTA-, .1 Army CG, and a c a v a l r y ­
man. He i s s a i d to be number three*Tn^Prnesto GEISEL's l i s t o f " . 
po s s i b l e Army M i n i s t e r s . I Army sources c l a i m t b i t i t i s FROTA's 
r e p u t a t i o n f o r thoroughness and f i r m n e s s , as w e l l as h i s "pro-
barracks and no i n t e r f e r e n c e i n p o l i t i c s " o u t l o o k t h a t have 
impressed Ernesto .GEISEL. 

COMMENT: (C) I t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g t o see how accu r a t e the 
I Army " g e n e r a l - o f f i c e r watchers" t u r n o u t t o be i n the months 
ahead. Some o f t h e i r p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n s - such as the upcoming 
r e t i r e m e n t s o f some o f t h e gene r a l s , CANDAL and BRENO, f o r 
example - are r a t h e r obvious i n view o f the e x i s t i n g r e t i r e m e n t 
law. Other "might he's," f o r example, GEN HUMBERTO1 a and GEN DALE 
COUTINHO's prospects, have been echoed.by n o n - I Army sources, such 
as some ECEME f a c u l t y members and. s t u d e n t s , and appear t o be i n the 

." I n any event, note t h a t t he specula-
" p r e s i d e n t i a l succession watchers") have 
who might be the next p r e s i d e n t t o what 
n c r a l s might be doing under the new 
ack t o the b a r r a c k s " syndrome i s t a k i n g 
ore gossip-prone and p o l i t i c a l l y - i n c l i n e d 

r ealm o f " l i k e l y t o happer 
t o r s (many o f them former 
lowered t h e i r s i g h t s from 
the Army's top l a y e r o f g 
regime, a s i g n t h a t the ": 

h o l d , a t l e a s t among the i 
I Army hands. 
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