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2.XG;CA?:::C D A T A BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 

PRODUCTION CENTER 

M I L I T A R Y C A P A B I i - i T i i 1 

. O F F I C E 

( u ) Ik Aug 196^ 

(U) BLAME; Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da Costa 
(ee-POH-lee-toh), A i r Force. Also spells name 
as Hippolyto. 

(U) POSITION; Assistant A i r Attache to U.S., 
since 30 Mar 1966. Concurrently, Advisor, 
B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: Col H i p o l i t o i s or; of the 
most powerful colonels i n the A i r Force and has 
strong t i e s w i t h his uncle, President Castello 
Branco. I n t e l l i g e n t , hard-working, and f o r c e f u l , 
he i s a po s i t i v e thinker who supports his 
ideologies w i t h actions as w e l l as words. He 
has exceptional leadership q u a l i t i e s and i s highly respected by his 
contemporaries. While Commander of B r a s i l i a A i r Base (196^-1965), he 
spearheaded the organization and a c t i v a t i o n of a commando group composed 
of three squadrons of T-6s t o cooperate w i t h Army and police i n combating 
insurgency. Pie p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the South A t l a n t i c Campaign during World 
War I I , and was awarded the B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross f o r war missions i n 
m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t . 

(C/NFD) POLITICS; 

'C/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l ; Pro-U.S., strongly anti-Communist. He was 
b i t t e r l y opposed to l e f t i s t Joao Goulart (President, I96I-I96I+) was 
sentenced t o serve several short prison terms f o r his outspoken remarks 
about Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n i n the Goulart government. 

(c) I n t e r n a l ; A strong supporter of his uncle President Castello 
Branco, he played an important r o l e , especially w i t h i n the A i r Force, 
i n the planning and execution of the successful revolution of A p r i l 196^ 
which ousted Goulart from the presidency. Immediately following the 
revolution, he also helped i n the implementation w i t h i n the A i r Force 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act of 9 Apr 196k f o r elimination of l e f t i s m and 
corruption i n the government. During the revolution, on k Apr 1964, he 
shot and k i l l e d A i r Force Lt Col Alfeu de Alcantara Monteiro I n l i n e of 
duty when the l a t t e r attempted to assassinate Gen Nelson Freire Lavenere 
Wanderley, who had been commissioned t o take over command of the 5th 
A i r Zone, Pbrto A l gre, ;£rom pro-Goulart forces. He was l a t e r exonerated. 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto Piipolito da COSTA 

A p r i l I 9 6 6 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

( u ) B i r t h : 27 Aug I918 i n State of Minas Gerais, B r a z i l . 

( c ) Family; Mother i s s i s t e r of President Castello Branco. Wife, 
Olga Ramalho da Costa (Caucasian, very a t t r a c t i v e and charming, w i t h dark-
reddish-brown h a i r , dark-brown eyes, and a pleasant smile; a d e f i n i t e asse 
to husband; Roman Catholic). Children ( 2 ) : daughter, born about 19^3 
(married w i t h 2 c h i l d r e n ) ; son, born about 1958. 

(C) Description: Caucasian, heavy b u i l d ( 5 ' 9 " > 210 l b s ) , brown eyes, 
graying hair;, receding h a i r l i n e , oval face, l i g h t complexion, excellent 
m i l i t a r y bearing. Pleasant personality. Heavy smoker (cigarettes, 2 to 3 
packs per day), does not drink any alcoholic beverages. "Family man. 

(U) Languages: Native Portuguese, excellent Spanish^ l i m i t e d English. 

( u ) Religion: Roman Catholic. ' 

( u ) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross, South A t l a n t i c Campaign 
Medal ( 6 Jun 1950) , M i l i t a r y Medal (Silver., 11 Sept I 9 6 2 ) , Order of 
Aeronautical Merit (Commander, 19 Oct 1 9 6 5 ) , Santos Dumont Medal of 
Merit ( S i l v e r , l6 Jan 1957) , Tamandare Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary school. 

(U) CAREER: 
1938-1940 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy (from 5 Apr I938). Appointed 

Probationary 2d L t , 3 Dec 19^0. 
? - Student, M i l i t a r y Aviation Course, Categories A and B. 
19^1 - Transferred to A i r Force, 20 Jan; promoted t o 2d L t , 2h Nov 
? - Student, Tactical A i r Course. 
1942?-1945? - Participated i n war missions i n South A t l a n t i c , World 

War I I . Promoted to 1st L t , k Dec 19^3; Capt, 20 Aug 19^5. 
1950 - Promoted to Maj, 2 Oct. 

- Natal A i r Base. 
- A i r Force General Staff (from Dec). 

? - Student, A i r Force Command and General S t a f f School, Rio 
de Janeiro. 

1955 - Headquarters, 3d A i r Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Mar-Dec). 
1956 - Assistant t o Chief, Command Nucleus, Northern Defense 

Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Feb-May). 
1956 - A i r Force General S t a f f , Rio de Janeiro (from May). 
1957 - Student, Specialist School, Sao Paulo (jan-Nov). Promoted 

to Lt Col, 20 Jan 1957. 
1957-1958 - Directorate of Training (Dec 1957-Sept I 9 5 8 ) . V i s i t e d 

u . s . , 1958. 
? - Student, General S t a f f Course, Superior War School. 
1958 - Member, Commission of Studies and Construction of the 

Aeronautical School (Sept-Dec). 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l 1966 

1959 - Student, Superior Command Course, A i r Force Command and 
General S t a f f School. 

I96I - I 9 6 2 - Acting Commander, Fortaleza A i r Base (Feb 1961-Jul I962). 
V i s i t e d Peru, Jan 1962. Promoted to Col, 22 Apr I962. 

1962 - Commission of Studies and Construction of Aeronaut;! t] 
School (Aug). 

1963 - A i r Force General S t a f f (from Oct). 
1964 - Chief, I n t e l l i g e n c e Section, Gabinete (Executive Office) 

of the Minister of Aeronautics {k Apr-9 Oct). 
1964-1966 - Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base (Oct 1964-Jan i 9 6 0 ) . 
I966-Present - Assistant A i r Attache, Washington, DvC. Concurrently, 

Advisor, B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 
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BIOGRAPHIC BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 

PRODUCTION CENTER 

M I L I T A R Y C A P A B I L I T I E S 

, O F F I C E 

( u ) Ik Aug 1964 

(U) NAME: Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da Costa 
(ee-POH-lee-toh), A i r Force. Also spells name 
as Hippolyto. 

(U) POSITION: Assistant A i r Attache to U.S., 
since 30 Mar I966. Concurrently, Advisor, 
B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: Col H i p o l i t o i s one of the 
most powerful colonels i n the A i r Force and has 
strong t i e s w i t h his uncle, President Castello 
Branco. I n t e l l i g e n t , hard-working, and f o r c e f u l , 
he i s a p o s i t i v e thinker who supports h i s 
ideologies w i t h actions as w e l l as words. He 
has exceptional leadership q u a l i t i e s and i s highly respected by his 
contemporaries. While Commander of B r a s i l i a A i r Base (196^-1965), he 
spearheaded the organization and a c t i v a t i o n of a commando group composed 
of three squadrons of T-6s t o cooperate w i t h Army and police i n combating 
insurgency. He pa r t i c i p a t e d i n the South A t l a n t i c Campaign during World 
War I I , and was awarded the B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross f o r war missions i n 
m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t . 

(C/NFD) POLITICS: 

(c/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : Pro-U.S., strongly anti-Communist. He was 
b i t t e r l y opposed to l e f t i s t Joao Goulart (President, I 9 6 I - I 9 6 4 ) and was 
sentenced t o serve several short prison terms f o r his outspoken remarks 
about Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n i n the Goulart government. 

( c ) I n t e r n a l ; A strong supporter of his uncle President Castello 
Branco, he played an important r o l e , especially w i t h i n the A i r Force, 
i n the planning and execution of the successful revolution of A p r i l 196k 
which ousted Goulart from the presidency. Immediately following the 
revolution, he also helped i n the implementation w i t h i n the A i r Force 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act of 9 Apr 196k f o r elimination of l e f t i s m and 
corruption i n the government. During the revolution, on k Apr 196k, he 
shot and k i l l e d A i r Force Lt Col Alfeu de Alcantara Monteiro i n l i n e of 
duty when the l a t t e r attempted t o assassinate Gen Nelson Freire Lavenere 
Wanderley, who had- been commissioned t o take over command of the 5th 
A i r Zone, Porto Alegre, from pro-Goulart forces. He was l a t e r exonerated. 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l 1966 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 27 Aug 1918 i n State of Minas Gerais, B r a z i l . 

( c ) Family: Mother i s s i s t e r of President Castello Branco. Wife, 
Olga Ramalho da Costa (Caucasian, very a t t r a c t i v e and charming, w i t h dark-
reddish-brown h a i r , dark-brown eyes, and a pleasant smile; a d e f i n i t e asset 
t o husband; Roman Catholic). Children ( 2 ) : daughter, born about 19*4-3 
(married w i t h 2 c h i l d r e n ) ; son, born about 1958. 

(C) Description: Caucasian, heavy b u i l d ( 5 ' 9 " , 210 l b s ) , brown eyes, 
graying hair., receding h a i r l i n e , oval face, l i g h t complexion, excellent 
m i l i t a r y bearing. Pleasant personality. Heavy smoker (cigarettes, 2 to 3 
packs per day), does not drink any alcoholic beverages. "Family man. 

( u ) Languages: Native Portuguese, excellent Spanish^ l i m i t e d English. 

( u ) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

( u ) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross, South A t l a n t i c Campaign 
Medal ( 6 Jun 1 9 5 0 ) , M i l i t a r y Medal ( S i l v e r . 11 Sept I 9 6 2 ) , Order of 
Aeronautical Merit (Commander, 19 Oct I 9 6 5 ) , Santos Dumont Medal of 
Merit ( S i l v e r , 16 Jan 1957) , Tamandare Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary school. 

(U) CAREER: 
1938-1940 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academ- .'from 5 Apr I 9 3 8 ) . Appointed 

Probationary 2d L t , 3 Dec 19*40. 
? - Student, M i l i t a r y Aviation Course, Categories A and B. 
19*4-1 - Transferred to A i r Force, 20 Jan; promoted t o 2d L t , 2*4- Nov. 
? - Student, Tactical A i r Course. 
19*4-2?-19*4-5? - Participated i n war missions i n South A t l a n t i c , World 

War I I . Promoted to 1 s t L t , *4 Dec 19*4-3; Capt, 20 Aug 19*45. 
1950 - Promoted to Maj, 2 Oct. 
1953 - Natal A i r Base. 
195*4 - A i r Force General S t a f f (from Dec). 
? - Student, A i r Force Command and General S t a f f School, Rio 

de Janeiro. 
1955 ' - Headquarters, 3d A i r Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Mar-Dec). 
1956 - Assistant t o Chief, Command Nucleus, Northern Defense 

Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Feb-May). 
1956 - A i r Force General S t a f f , Rio de Janeiro (from May). 
1957 - Student, Spec st School, Sao Paulo (jan-Nov). Promoted 

to Lt Col, 20 J. a _957. 
1957-1958 - Directorate of Training (Dec 1957-Sept I 9 5 8 ) . V i s i t e d 

u . s . , 1958. 
? - Student, General S t a f f Course, Superior War School. 
1958 - Member, Commission of Studies and Construction of the 

Aeronautical School (Sept-Dec). 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 

1959 - Student, Superior Command Course, A i r Force Command and 
General S t a f f School. 

I96I-I962 - Acting Commander, Fortal' A i r Base (Feb 1961-Jul I962). 
V i s i t e d Peru, Jan I962. Promoted to Col, 22 Apr I962. 

1962 - Commission of Studies and Construction of Aeronautical 
School (Aug). 

1963 - A i r Force General S t a f f (from Oct). 
196^ - Chief, I n t e l l i g e n c e Section, Gabinete (Executive Office) 

of the Minister of Aeronautics (h Apr-9 Oct). 
196^-1966 - Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base (Oct 196k-Jan 1966). 
1966-Present - Assistant A i r Attache, Washington, DvC. Cpncurrc. , 

Advisor, B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y Commission. 
Washington, D.C. 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 
(U) NAME: Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da Costa 
(ee-POH-lee-toh), A i r Force. Also spells name 
as Hippolyto. 

(U) POSITION: Assistant A i r Attache to U.S., 
i 9 6 0 . Concurrently, Advisor, 

Inter-American Defense 
since 30 Mar 
Bra z i l i a n Delegation, 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 

PRODUCTION CENTER 

M I L I T A R Y C A P A B I L I T I E S 

, O F F I C E 

( u ) Ik Aug 1964 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: Col H i p o l i t o i s one of the 
most powerful colonels i n the A i r Force and has 
strong t i e s w i t h his uncle, President Castello 
Branco. I n t e l l i g e n t , hard-working, and f o r c e f u l , 

i s a p o s i t i v e thinker who supports his 
ideologies w i t h actions as w e l l as words. He 
has exceptional leadership q u a l i t i e s and i s highly respected by his 
contemporaries. While Commander of B r a s i l i a A i r Base (I96U-I965), he 
spearheaded the organization and a c t i v a t i o n of a commando group composed 
of three squadrons of T-6s t o cooperate w i t h Army and police i n combating 
insurgency. He p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the South A t l a n t i c Campaign during World 
War I I , and was awarded the B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross f o r war missions i n 
m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t . 

(C/NFD) POLITICS: 

(c/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : Pro-U.S., strongly anti-Communist. He was 
b i t t e r l y opposed to l e f t i s t Joao Goulart (President, I96I-I96I+) and was 
sentenced t o serve several short prison terms f o r his outspoken remarks 
about Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n i n the Goulart government. 

( c ) I n t e r n a l : A strong supporter of his uncle President Castello 
Branco, he played an important r o l e , especially w i t h i n the A i r Force, 
i n the planning and execution of the successful revolution of A p r i l 196k 
which ousted Goulart from the presidency. Immediately following the 

o l u t i o n , he also helped i n the implementation w i t h i n the A i r Force 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act of 9 Apr 196k f o r elimination of l e f t i s m and 
corruption i n the government. During the revolution, on k Apr 196*1-, he 
shot and k i l l e d A i r Force Lt Col Alfeu de Alcantara Monteiro i n l i n e of 
duty when the l a t t e r attempted t o assassinate Gen Nelson Freire Lavenere 
Wanderley, who had been commissioned t o take over command of the 5th 
A i r Zone, Porto Alegre, from pro-Goulart forces. He was l a t e r exonerated. 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 
(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(u) B i r t h : 27 Aug I 9 I 8 i n State of Minas Gcrais, B r a z i l . 

(C) Family: Mother i a ninter of President Castello Branco. Wife, 
Olga Ramalho da Costa (Caucasian, very a t t r a c t i v e and charming, with dark-
reddish-brown h a i r , dark-brown eyes, and a pleasant smile; a d e f i n i t e asset 
t o husband; Roman Catholic). Children ( 2 ) : daughter, born about 19*1-3 
(married w i t h 2 c h i l d r e n ) ; son, born about 1958. 

(C) Description: Caucasian, heavy b u i l d (5'9", 210 l b s ) , brown eyes, 
graying hair;, receding h a i r l i n e , oval face, l i g h t complexion, excellent 
m i l i t a r y bearing. Pleasant personality. Heavy smoker (cigar e t t e s , 2 t o 3 
packs per day), does not drink any alcoholic beverages. "Family man. 

(U) Languages: Native Portuguese, excellent Spanish^ l i m i t e d English. 

(ll) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

( u ) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross, South A t l a n t i c Campaign 
Medal (6 Jun 1950), M i l i t a r y Medal ( S i l v e r . 11 Sept I 9 6 2 ) , Order of 
Aeronautical Merit (Commander, 19 Oct I965J, Santos Dumont Medal of 
Merit ( S i l v e r , 16 Jan 1957), Tamandare Medal. 

(U) CIVTL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary school. 

(U) CAREER: 
1938-19^0 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy (from 5 Apr I 9 3 8 ) . Appointed 

Probationary 2d L t , 3 Dec 19*40. 
? - Student, M i l i t a r y Aviation Course, Categories A and B. 
19^1 - Transferred to A i r Force, 20 Jan; promoted t o 2d L t , 2*4- Nov. 
? - Student, Tactical A i r Course. 
19*42?-19*45? - Participated i n war missions i n South A t l a n t i c , World 

War I I . Promoted to 1st L t , *4- Dec 19*43; Capt, 20 Aug 19*4-5. 
1950 - Promoted to Maj, 2 Oct. 
1953 - Natal A i r Base. 
195*+ - A i r Force General Staff (from Dec). 
? - Student, A i r Force Command and General S t a f f School, Rio 

de Janeiro. 
1955 - Headquarters, 3d A i r Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Mar-Dec). 
1956 - Assistant to Chief, Command Nucleus, Northern Defense 

Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Feb-May). 
1956 - A i r Force General S t a f f , Rio de Janeiro (from May). 
1957 - Student, Specialist School, Sao Paulo (jan-Nov). Promoted 

to Lt Col, 20 Jan 1957. 
1957-1958 - Directorate of Training (Dec 1957-Sept I 9 5 8 ) . V i s i t e d 

U.S., 1958. 
? - Student, General S t a f f Course, Superior War School. 
1958 - - Member, Commission of Studies and Construction of the 

Aeronautical School (Sept-Dec). 
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BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 

1959 - Student, Superior Command Course, A i r Force Command and 
General S t a f f School. 

I 9 6 I - I 9 6 2 - Acting Commander, Fortaleza A i r Base (Feb 1961-Jul I 9 6 2 ) . 
V i s i t e d Peru, Jan I 9 6 2 . Promoted to Col, 22 Apr I 9 6 2 . 

1962 - Commission of Studies and Construction of Aeronautical 
School (Aug). 

1963 - A i r Force General S t a f f (from Oct). 
1964 - Chief, I n t e l l i g e n c e Section, Gabinete (Executive Office) 

of the Minister of Aeronautics (4 Apr-9 Oct). 
I 9 6 4 - I 9 6 6 - Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base (Oct 1964-Jan I 9 6 6 ) . 
i960-Present - Assistant A i r Attache, Washington, D.C. Concurrently, 

Advisor, B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 
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G:GGAA?A:C GATA BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

A p r i l I966 

PRODUCTION CENTER 

M I L I T A R Y C A P A B I L I T I E S 

, O F F I C E 

( u ) Ik Aug 1964 

(U) NAME: Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da Costa 
(ee-POII-lee-toh), A i r Force. Also spells name 
as Hippolyto. 

(U) POSITION: Assistant A i r Attache to U.S., 
since 30 Mar I966. Concurrently, Advisor, 
B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: Col H i p o l i t o i s one of the 
most powerful colonels i n the A i r Force and has 
strong t i e s w i t h his uncle, President Castello 
Branco. I n t e l l i g e n t , hard-working, and f o r c e f u l , 
he i s a po s i t i v e thinker who supports his 
ideologies w i t h actions as w e l l as words. He 
has exceptional leadership q u a l i t i e s and i s highly respected by his 
contemporaries. While Commander of B r a s i l i a A i r Base (I964-I965), he 
spearheaded the organization and a c t i v a t i o n of a commando group composed 
of three squadrons of T-6s t o cooperate w i t h Army and police i n combating 
insurgency. He pa r t i c i p a t e d i n the South A t l a n t i c Campaign during World 
War I I , and was awarded the B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross f o r war missions i n 
m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t . 

(C/NFD) POLITICS: 

(C/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : Pro-U.S., strongly anti-Communist. He was 
b i t t e r l y opposed to l e f t i s t Joao Goulart (President, I96I-I964) and was 
sentenced t o serve several short prison terms f o r his outspoken remarks 
about Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n i n the Goulart government. 

( c ) I n t e r n a l : A strong supporter of his uncle President Castello 
Branco, he played an important r o l e , especially w i t h i n the A i r Force, 
i n the planning and execution of the successful revolution of A p r i l 1964 
which ousted Goulart from the presidency. Immediately following the 
revolution, he also helped i n the implementation w i t h i n the A i r Force 
of the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act of 9 Apr I964 f o r elimination of l e f t i s m and 
corruption i n the government. During the revolution, on k Apr 196*,, he 
shot and k i l l e d A i r Force Lt Col Alfeu de Alcantara Monteiro i n l i n e of 
duty when the l a t t e r attempted t o assassinate Gen Nelson Freire Lavenere 
Wanderley, who had been commissioned t o take over command of the 5th 
A i r Zone, Porto Alegre, from pro-Goulart forces. He was l a t e r exonerated. 
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A p r i l I 9 6 6 

(C) PERSOWAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 27 Aug 1918 i n State of Minas Gerais, B r a z i l . 

(C) Family: Mother i s s i s t e r of President Castello Branco. Wife, 
Olga Ramalho da Costa (Caucasian, very a t t r a c t i v e and charming, w i t h dark-
reddish-brown h a i r , dark-brown eyes, and a pleasant smile; a d e f i n i t e asset 
t o husband; Roman Catholic). Children ( 2 ) : daughter, born about I943 
(married w i t h 2 c h i l d r e n ) ; son, born about I 9 5 8 . 

(C) Description: Caucasian, heavy b u i l d ( 5 ' 9 " , 210 l b s ) , brown eyes, 
graying hair;, receding h a i r l i n e , oval face, l i g h t complexion, excellent 
m i l i t a r y bearing. Pleasant personality. Pleavy smoker (cigarettes, 2 to 3 
packs per day), does not drink any alcoholic beverages. -Family man. 

(U) Languages: Wative Portuguese, excellent Spanish^ l i m i t e d English. 

R e l i g i o n Roman Catholic. ' 

( u ) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Aviation Cross, South A t l a n t i c Campaign 
Medal (6 Jun I95OJ, M i l i t a r y Medal ( S i l v e r . 11 Sept I 9 6 2 ) , Order of 
Aeronautical Merit (Commander, 19 Oct 1 9 6 5 ) , Santos Dumont Medal of 
Merit ( S i l v e r , l 6 Jan 1957) , Tamandare Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary school. 

(U) CAREER: 
1938-1940 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy (from 5 Apr I 9 3 8 ) . Appointed 

Probationary 2d L t , 3 Dec 1940. 
? - Student, M i l i t a r y Aviation Course, Categories A and B. 
1941 - Transferred to A i r Force, 20 Jan; promoted t o 2d L t , 24 Nov. 
? - Student, Tactical A i r Course. 
1942?-1945? - Participated i n war missions i n South A t l a n t i c , World 

War I I . Promoted to 1 s t L t , 4 Dec 1943; Capt, 20 Aug 1945. 
1950 - Promoted to Maj, 2 Oct. 
1953 - Natal A i r Base. 
1954 - A i r Force General Staff (from Dec). 
? - Student, A i r Force Command and General S t a f f School, Rio 

de Janeiro. 
1955 - Headquarters, 3d A i r Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Mar-Dec). 
1956 - Assistant t o Chief, Command Nucleus, Northern Defense 

Zone, Rio de Janeiro (Feb-May). 
1956 - A i r Force General S t a f f , Rio de Janeiro (from May). 
1957 - Student, Specialist School, Sao Paulc (Jan-Nov). Promoted 

t o Lt Col, 20 Jan I 9 5 7 . 
1957-1958 - Directorate of Training (Dec 1957-Sept I 9 5 8 ) . V i s i t e d 

u . s . , 1958. 
? - Student, General Staff Course, Superior War School. 
1958 - Member, Commission of Studies and Construction of the 

Aeronautical School (Sept-Dec). 
2 
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1959 - Student, Superior Command Course, A i r Force Command and 
General S t a f f School. 

I 9 6 I - I 9 6 2 - Acting Commander, Fortaleza A i r Base (Feb 1961-Jul I 9 6 2 ) . 
V i s i t e d Peru, Jan I 9 6 2 . Promoted to Col, 22 Apr I 9 6 2 . 

1962 - Commission of Studies and Construction of Aeronautical 
School (Aug). 

1963 - A i r Force General S t a f f (from Oct). 
1964 - Chief, I n t e l l i g e n c e Section, Gabinete (Executive Office) 

of the Minister of Aeronautics (4 Apr-9 Oct). 
I 9 6 4 - I 9 6 6 - Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base (Oct 1964-Jan I966). 
1966-Present - Assistant A i r Attache, Washington, D-.-C. Concurrent];.., 

Advisor, B r a z i l i a n Delegation, Inter-American Defense 
Board, and Advisor, Joint Brazil-U.S. M i l i t a r y Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 
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B I O G R A P H I C D A T A 

BRAZIL 
Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da COSTA 

June 1965 

NAME: Col Roberto H i p o l i t o da Costa 

U POSITION: Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base, 
since Oct 196U. 

SIGNIFICANCE: Nephew of President Castello 
Branco. His importance i s greater than his 
rank would normally indicate, because of his 
relationship t o the President, and because of the significance of 
his present command and recognition as a leader by other A i r Force 
o f f i c e r s . 

POLITICS: 

Int e r n a l : Played an important role during the anti-Goulart 
p l o t t i n g , serving as a l i a i s o n o f f i c e r between Army and A i r Force 
elements of the conspiracy, and was instrumental i n getting impor­
tant sectors of the A i r Force t o side with the revolutionary forces, 

CAREER: 

1961 

1963 

1964-Present 

Interim Commander, Fortaleza A i r Base. Rank: 
Lt Col. 
On a commission for construction planning of 
the new Air Force School. Rank: Col. 
Commander, B r a s i l i a A i r Base. 

^ a ^ c i ^ ^ ^ ^ ****** 

a a u i s s v i D a a 


