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S u m m a r y : Second A r m y C o m m a n d e r Bev i l acqua has j u s t 

m a d e an e m o t i o n a l speech in favor of Governor B a r r o s and the 
G o v e r n o r ' s " B r a z i l i a n Al l i ance for P r o g r e s s , " Th i s a c t capped 
a s e r i e s of ind ica t ions tha t G e n e r a l Bev i l acqua i s be ing won over 
to B a r r o s and, in consequence , ay/ay f rom l e f t i s t / n a t i o n a l i s m . 
But the G e n e r a l ' s r e c e n t p r o m o t i o n s e e m s to show thaF'he fias 
not l o s t P r e s i d e n t GOULART's f a v o r . One t h e r e f o r e cannot 
conclude tha t a t th is m o m e n t he s u p p o r t s e i t h e r G o u l a r t o r B a r r o s 
wi thout r e s e r v e . This would s e e m to m a k e the G e n e r a l an 
i m p o r t a n t m o d e r a t i n g influence in the po l i t i ca l and m i l i t a r y 
b a l a n c e of p o w e r . 

Until he a s s u m e d c o m m a n d of the Second (Sao P a u l o - b a s e d ) A r m y , 
G e n e r a l P e r y Cons tan t Bev i lacqua w a s c o n s i d e r e d one of the m o s t e x t r e m e 
l e f t i s t s / n a t i o n a l i s t s in the B r a z i l i a n A r m y . He w a s often men t ioned in 
the s a m e b r e a t h vfith G e n e r a l Osvino A L V E S . But someth ing new h a s 
come over G e n e r a l B e v i l a c q u a . F o r e x a m p l e : 
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1, He has p e r s i s t e n t l y spoken out in publ ic aga in s t the abus ive p r a c t i c e s 
of l abor u n i o n s . His defini t ion of a b u s e s , unfor tuna te ly , i s m u c h too sweep ing . 
In addit ion to opposing po l i t i ca l ag i ta t ion by un ions , he a p p e a r s to be a g a i n s t 
e c o n o m i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d s t r i k e s which would be c o n s i d e r e d l e g i t i m a t e in the 
United S t a t e s . F o r the p u r p o s e of th i s r e p o r t , however , the i m p o r t a n t thing 
to note i s tha t the G e n e r a l ha s spoken a g a i n s t not only the independent , d e m o ­
c ra t i ca l l y o r i en t ed un ions , but a l s o those con t ro l l ed by the G o v e r n m e n t and 
influenced by the C o m m u n i s t s , T h e r e i s c l e a r l y a confl ict be tween h i s pos i t ion 
and P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t ' s po l i t i ca l b a s e in the l abo r m o v e m e n t , 

2 , Of la te Bev i l acqua has f requent ly b e e n seen in the company of 
Governor A d h e m a r de B a r r o s , a c o n s e r v a t i v e and a d e c l a r e d a n t i - C o m m u n i s t 
who keeps h i s m i s t r u s t of Gou la r t b a r e l y u n d e r the s u r f a c e . The G e n e r a l 
r ecen t ly r e f e r r e d publ ic ly to A d h e m a r a s " m y old f r i e n d , " (See a i r g r a m 3 0 0 . ) 

3 . A d h e m a r h i m s e l f a p p e a r s to have i n c r e a s i n g t r u s t in the Second A r m y 
C o m m a n d e r . In a r e c e n t p r i v a t e c o n v e r s a t i o n , he sa id tha t Bev i lacqua w a s 
s t rong and r e l i a b l e "a l though a l i t t l e b i t c r a z y . " (See f i r s t r e p o r t u n d e r 
r e f e r e n c e . ) The " l i t t l e b i t c r a z y " d e s c r i p t i o n , while not v e r y cha r i t ab ly 
p h r a s e d , m u s t have someth ing to i t : A d h e m a r , the A m e r i c a n A r m y At tach^ 
in Rio , and the Consu la te G e n e r a l a l l m a d e m o r e o r l e s s the s a m e a s s e s s m e n t 
independent ly . It m i g h t be m o r e a c c u r a t e to say tha t Bev i l acqua i s confused, 
emot iona l , and c h i m e r i c a l . It i s p o s s i b l e to find psycho log ica l exp lana t ions 
in h i s fami ly h i s t o r y , r e l i g ion , and educa t ion , bu t the i m p o r t a n t point in th i s 
context i s s imply to note t ha t the G e n e r a l does show s igns of s o m e d e g r e e of 
m e n t a l i n s t ab i l i t y . A t the s a m e t i m e , he m e a n s wel l and t a k e s v e r y s e r i o u s l y 
h is own concep t of d e m o c r a c y . T h i s combina t ion of f a c t o r s i s e x t r e m e l y 
suscep t ib le to the influence of A d h e m a r de B a r r o s , who i s a c l e v e r po l i t i c i an , 
a c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r , and convincing p r e a c h e r on the sub jec t of d e m o c r a c y . 
Adhemar undoubtedly c o n s i d e r s B e v i l a c q u a ' s c o n v e r s i o n w o r t h any e f fo r t . 
The Governor i s deep ly w o r r i e d about the pos s ib i l i t y of f e d e r a l i n t e rven t ion in 
Sao Pau lo an i n t e r v e n t i o n wh ich would be v e r y difficult to b r i n g about if the 
Second A r m y c o m m a n d e r opposed i t . 

4 . The l a t e s t and s t r o n g e s t ev idence of the G e n e r a l ' s c o n v e r s i o n c a m e 
on A p r i l 2, dur ing the f o r m a l i naugura t ion of B a r r o s ' " B r a z i l i a n Al l i ance for 
P r o g r e s s . " At the end of the c e r e m o n y , Bev i l acqua m a d e an i m p a s s i o n e d 
e x t e m p o r a r y s p e e c h in p r a i s e of G o v e r n o r A d h e m a r and the Al ianqa B r a s i l e i r a . 
The following b r i e f e x c e r p t s a r e f r o m a p r e s s v e r s i o n which i s be l i eved 
a c c u r a t e : 

" . . . a t t h i s i n s t a n t I con t emp la t e the fu ture B r a z i l . . . which wi l l a r i s e 
f rom th i s s a c r e d m a n g e r of Sao P a u l o . . . . 
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"We a r e h e r e o b s e r v i n g the t h r i l l of th is second c r y of Ip i r anga / t h e 
f i r s t was the B r a z i l i a n d e c l a r a t i o n of independence f rom P o r t u g a l / . . . and 
the Nat ional A r m y . . . c o m e s to a t ten t ion to sa lu te the g r e a t n e s s of the B r a z i l 
which a r i s e s / i n Sao P a u l o / . . . . 

" G o v e r n o r A d h e m a r de B a r r o s , a l i t t l e while ago £ou sa id tha t you w e r e 
a po l i t i c ian but tha t you w e r e not engaging in po l i t i c s / i n the Al ianqa B r a s i l e i r a / , 
I ma in t a in the c o n t r a r y : you a r e engaging in po l i t i c s wi th a cap i t a l P . . . . 
because p o l i t i c s i s the a r t of p r o m o t i n g the h a p p i n e s s of the p e o p l e . " 

Dur ing th is speech by the G e n e r a l , the Governor wore an eminen t ly 
sa t i s f ied s m i l e . He had r e a s o n to do so ; B e v i l a c q u a ' s w o r d s s e e m e d to fu rn i sh 
definitive proof of a m o s t s igni f icant c o n v e r s i o n . 

At the s a m e t i m e , one m u s t r e m e m b e r tha t Bev i l acqua was j u s t p r o m o t e d 
to f o u r - s t a r G e n e r a l . Th i s p r o m o t i o n saved h im f r o m forced r e t i r e m e n t and 
allowed h i m to r e m a i n in one of the n a t i o n ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t c o m m a n d s . While 
the Consula te G e n e r a l cannot a s s e s s the i n t r i c a c i e s of the po l i t i c s which w e r e 
involved, i t i s - r e a s o n a b l e to suppose tha t the p r o m o t i o n would not have come 
if the P r e s i d e n t had l o s t a l l fai th in Bev i l acqua . Gou la r t m u s t c o n s i d e r i t 
e s s e n t i a l to have suppo r t - - o r a t l e a s t not to have opposi t ion — f rom the 
Sao Pau lo m i l i t a r y . 

The ev idence , then , i n d i c a t e s tha t Bev i l acqua ex tends a t l e a s t p a r t i a l 
suppor t to e a c h of two po l i t i ca l opponen ts : A d h e m a r de B a r r o s and J o a o G o u l a r t , 
Since A d h e m a r ' s p a r t y t h e o r e t i c a l l y f o r m s p a r t of G o u l a r t ' s Governmen t , the 
G e n e r a l m a y be p r e f e r r i n g to no t ice the i r supe r f i c i a l a l l i ance and re fus ing to 
see the under ly ing m i s t r u s t . While i t i s s t r i c t l y specu la t ion , one g u e s s e s tha t 
he might suppo r t e i t h e r a g a i n s t an i l l ega l move by the o the r , but tha t he would 
be unl ikely to suppo r t a coup in e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n . Th i s hypo thes i s h a s the 
d rawback of be ing b a s e d on a v e r y unp red i c t ab l e ind iv idua l . If A d h e m a r ha s 
been able to b r i n g Bev i l acqua a r o u n d th i s r ap id ly , i t i s e a s i l y conce ivable tha t 
some o ther influence could r e v e r s e the p r o c e s s in the f u t u r e . 

iXJ 
Daniel M. Braddock 

Minister Consul General 
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