NOTE: This documsni conlaine infismation

allecting the national delense of ihe United
Siates within the meaning of ihe sapionage
laws, Title 18, U.5.C., See. 193 and THM
The dus ion o the revelation of lte
condends in any mannes o an unauthorised
person la prohibited by law,

CONF IDENTIAL

NQ FORETGN DISSEM
I3 S ORRCN O R eATION

(Closallication and Control Markinga)

-
SR S
b L LD ENHAE

Thie report

Plane and/or policies should not be avolved

or modified salaly on the basile of this report.

1. COUNTRY.
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-

() ﬁiq,Report on General
RAMIRO Tavares {Gongalves,
Brazilian Army

3. ISC NUMBER:

. 2. SUBJECT:

g lals it

10. NO. OF PAGES:

11. REFERENCES:

4. DATE OF INFORMATION: 3() Gap 1973

12. ORIGINATOR:

8. PLACE AND DATE or aca: Rio de Janelro,
Brasflia, 1950's to 1973

6. EVALUATION: SOURCE INFORMATION

13. PREPARED BY:

7. BOURCE: » .
Personal observation, DAO files,
Brazilian Army records and conversations
with Brazilian Army officers,

15, suMMARY!

8. REPORT NUMBER:

5. DATE OF REPORT:

14."APPROVING AUTHORITY:

6 809 0893 73
18 October 1973,
1

DIRM 7A

USDAO BRAZIL

ARTHUR S. MOURA
Brigadier General, GS
Defense Attache
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Ir forwards biographic information on General RAMIRO Tavares
Gongalves, Chief, Army Personnel Department.
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Page 1 ofl Poges
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIOGRAPHIC REPORT
. GENERAL INFORMATION
fe. —AMTRY 2. DATE OF INFORMATION (YT, mes |3, DATE OF REPORT (¥f, mo, day)
* - day,
Brazil |- -73/9/30 73/10/18
& waans
& FULL MAME ( Give full name in Roman letiers, In netural order, and with natural ceplializa o surname, or, I known by name(s)
Sthor Ui sutnames, underlios sams. Clve phonstic monunciation ol name
ro Tavares Gongalves
= W AME OF WAMES By WHICH INGIVIDUAL FREFERS TO BE AD 7 P
£I) B OF FICIAL CORRESPONDENCE: General Ramiro }
%) ORALLY AT OFFICIAL GATHERINGS: (General Ramiro
S F e MAME (W HATIVE ALPHABET
N/A
€& 4T ANTS, ALIASES, CR NICKNAMES
None
7. = ION b. ?y‘TE Assw_:s:. POSITION
SRESENT POSITION z e, mon, dar) .
s Chief, Army Personnel Department 7 /22
= *LE (In Engliah and Native language ) 4 d. DATE OF RANK (Yr, mo, day)
# -
General (General-de-Exercito) 73/7/31
®. JEBVICE 5 §. BRANCH OF SERVICE
Avmv £ seneral Officer (Originally cavalry)
. T ATE AMD PLACE OF BIRTH rTown, State, Province, Cauntry ) 9. SEX
Rio de Janeiro, State of Guanabara, 27 June 1911 M
M. SSESENT ADDRESS (Zncheding unit facalion i : TELEPHONE NO
24-6739
Ti. 13. PHOTO SUBMITTED
C K] ves ] wo
L ¥ . RELIGION Ca:holic
e 12 [ PrAcCTICING [ ] NONPRACTICING
Brazilian =
T€. — —_E£S AN ~ONORIF ICS ( Prince, Doctor, Fandit, etc ). 17. MARITAL STATUS
[H marrieo ] SINGLE
Ve [ oivoaceo [] wiooweo
PHYSICAL DESCRIPT
s ASE 19. BEARD w 20. TEETH (Natutal)
r 62 YES [y] wo [C) ves [x] wo ) ves [] wo
2. TROMINENT OR UNUSUAL FEATURES (Moles, scars, birthmarks, etc)
= 25. HEIGHT 26. WEIGHT
B 5'6" p
- large ) | z8. POSTURE 25. (K] RIGHT HANDED
erect [] LEFT HANDED
* e
= .
3 —"ar3 TION fList achocis, location(s), m honors, and inclusive dates (Yea month, day ).
Rio de i
'
.
3%, _AwCUAGE PROFICIENCY (I de dislecis, degree of {luency, and ability fo act as frans lator/interpreier ). 1}
TIuent Spanish, good French
.
Meet, 1959
of the Superior War School student body, 1?6?.
i1ian Delecation +a Pedro Alvares Cabral celebrationp
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37. MsLITAﬁ\‘ $ERVICE (a. Lietf military tg1aar in chronaloglcal arder, Irclude: Military schooling; premotions demotione; forsign
o service; unite dervad wiih and position hetd: location of achaal or anit; ratized o ransrva aterua,}

(b Liwt awards and decosatleny fogelher wiih circumetances surrounding any unvasual award/deceration.}

- Promotions Deccrations
-Probationary 2nd Lt. of cavalry-22 Dec 1932 -Order of Military Merit
. -2nd Lt. 6 Jul 1933 - -Order of Aeronautical Merit
: -1ist Lt. 2 Aug 1934 ~War Effort Medal
~Captain 25 Aug 1940 -Peacemaker's Medal .
.~Major 25 Sep 1948 - -Santos Dumont Medal of Merit
~LTC 25 Sep 1952 -Tamandare Medgl of Merit
-Colonel 25 Apr 1960 -Order of Naval Merit
-BG 25 Bov 1964 -Order of Rio Branco
- MG 25 Mar 1969 -Order of Military Judiciary
-General 31 Jul 1973 . Merit
~Qrder of Infante D. Henrique
Military courses (Portugal)
-Army Physical Education School ~Medal of Military Merit
-0fficer's Advanced School (Portugal) .
-Command & General Staff School ~0rder of Merit (Chile) ’
-Intelligence Course ~National Order of Merit
-Techniques of Instruction Course (Ecuador)
=Superior War School -Abdon Calderon Medal (Ecuador}
-Order of Military Merit
" (Paraguay)
. ~ -Military Order of Aviz
(Portugal)
-National Order of Merit
(Paraguay)

-Gold Medal (Argentine Army)
Important Career Assignments
-Junior officer with cavalry units (including the Dragcons of Independence)
-Aide de camp to commander of the 3rd Military Region
~Squadron commander, &4th Cavalry Regiment
-Staff officer, Army General Staff
-Brazilian representative on Peru-Ecuador peace commission
. -Military Attache in Ecuador
Foo ~Section head, Army General Staff
’ ~Section head, Directorate of Trzining
-Deputy Commandant, Army Specialized Training School

"+ ¢ - |-Chief of Cabinet, Army Gemeral Staff
"“'R}? - . -Commandant of the Army Specialized Training School {1960-1962)
1 o ~Chief of Staff, 2nd Military Regiom (continued on P. 4)

38, EMPLOYMENT OTHER THAN MILITARY SERVICE ¢ Linr sempioyers, positions, skilfs, locations, and fncludive dutes (Yoar, monch, dayjs

None

1

#5. MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS ( Profssslonsl, social, mlh‘rr. athar; give inclusive dates {Kwar, month, day}

Association of Graduates of the Superior War School
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40. U.5. ACQUAINTANCES AND RELATIVES (Name, posifion or occupation of relatives, domicile, nature and duration of relationahips
Include U.S, military or other U,5, officlal acquaintancss/relatives under this item.}
; LTG Vernon A. Walters, USA 3
LTC Bob D. Schuler, USA
- -
4). PREFERENCES ( Personal preference in food, drink, tobacco, entertainment, sports, hobbles.)
He watches his food intake because of a tendency to gain weight. Gen.
Ramiro does not smoke and drinks very little. in terms of alcoholic
beverages.
42. PUBLISHED WORKS ( Title of article or book; if article, name of publication appearing In, date published, publisher.)
e None ;
Bl
SPOUSE - FAMILY
43, FULL NAME OF SPOUSE 44. MAIDEN NAME OF SPOUSE
P Ignez Barbosa Monteiro Gongalves Ignez Barbosa Monteiro
. 45. DATE (Year, month, day) AND PLACE OF BIRTH ~ ;
(approximately 1920 in the State of Rio Grande do Sul)
* 46. MATIONALITY (Iadicate dual citizenship where applicable ) 47. RACE 48. RELIGION Cathclic
Brazilian C.. [X] PRACTICING
[] NONPRACTICING
45. BACKGROUND (Education; ls.nguages; praisrencs in food and drink; hobbiss; preforence in entertainment; special intereste;
professional societisa. ) .

! .

‘ A very sophisticated and attractive woman who speaks English quite well
and is still taking lessons to perfect her grammar. She is a charming
hostess who appreciates the fine things in life.

L]

50, CHILDREN (Names, sox, ages, marital atatus, other items of interest such as schools, health, military service.)

-Ana Maria Goncalves Novis (married), born on 25 July 1935.

-Fernando Barbosa Monteiro Gongalves (married and a Captain of cavalry),

born on 1?2 Aug 1938

.
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R
Important Career Assignments
-Personal Staff of War Minister Costa e Silva (1 Apr 64 - 4 Jan 65)
- Secretary-General of the Ministry of War (4 Jan 64 - 16 Aug 66)
-Commander, lst Cavalry Division (13 Sep 66 - 23 Apr 69)
-Commander, Armored Division, (30 Mar 67 - 23 Apr 69)
-Commander, 9th Military Region (19 May 69 - 19 Jan 71)
-Director-General of Ordnance (28 Jan - 2 Mar 1971)
-Vice Chief, Ordnance Department (3 Mar 71 - 21 Aug 73)
=Chief, Army Personnel Department (22 Aug 73 - Present)
4
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CUNTRY

Brazil

FULL NAME OF SUBJECT 3. DATE OF INFORMATION (¥r, mo,

73/9/30

’Cen. R

CUIDANCE This supplement has been
g provide for
erational nature which must be
~ supplement. Where

tightly «
practicable

st

POLICE RECORD ( Other than minor violatians )

None

s52.

RELIGION - Effect of subject’s religion or religious connections on his actions. military advancement. political views, etc

His Catholic religion has not influenced his thinking, actions, or
career development.

53.

ACQUAINTANCES AND RELATIVES — Apparent influence of acquaintances and relatives on subject’'s views or career

He was closely identified with the late President Costa e Silva. Is also
a good friend of MG (Ret) Antonio Luis Barros Nunes, a close friend of the
Geisel family and brother of the Navy Minister. His fellow-cavalrymen
Generals Frota, Correa, Oscar Luiz, Potyguarxa, and Fontoura also hold him
tin high esteem. He is close to former Army Minister Lvra Tavares (cee p.3)

CHARACTER - Subject’s character. strengths and weaknesses, intelligence. loyalty ment, ability to communicate, leadership
ability, and influence. Significance of individual in shaping international policies of his country.

Ramiro is a strong leader and a strict disciplinarian. He has had the
professional tools and personal qualities to satisfy his burning ambition,
however, he has not neglected opportunism flowing from influential friends.
His loyalty to President Costa e Silva was questioned in the December, 1968
crisis which led to Institutional Act No. 5. At the time, Ramiro was the
commander of the important Rio-based Armored Division. At the height of
the crisis, he wavered and appeared ready to side with anyone who wished to
depose the President. Ramiro is influential because he has four stars; is
a member of the Army High Command; is healthy; is ambitious; has a rich,
attractive, and equally-ambitious wife; has about three years' tenure left,
and enjoys access to important civilians.

55.

POLITICAL ORIENTATION - Attitude towards United States and other countries. Remarks and actions of subject toward
representatives of the United States and its a . and to representatives of nonaligned nations
and Communist bloc nationals, Political activities and attitudes, important political contacts,
party affiliations. potential political influence in country in the event of a change in government.

He has never been especially identified with the United States, but has
given U.S. representatives in Brazil the unequivocal impression that he

thinks highly of our country. He is strongly opposed to Communism.
Ramiro's political contacts on the Brazilian domestic scene are extensive
and he travels with ease among Rio's jet set. He is also very friendly

with important Brazilian business figures - particularly those who have
dealt with him in the Ordnance Department in search of sales to the Army.
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$6. PERSONAL AFPEARANCE = Appr;ual of subject's dress, personal habits. mannerisms, eccantricities, peculiarities of speech and
ERif, praminent of unusual physical features, &.8., 1eecth, eyes, lhlpl of face, complexion, tendency
toward baldmng, #tc.

‘Gen Ramiro dresses with care and can afford tailor-made uniforms and
civilisn' attire which tend to set him apart from some of his colleagues.

rd "
$7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION QN SPOUSE - Spowse’s political views, appearance, personality, attitude toward United Statas and other

countries, influence on husband. Spouss’s family connections influencing the husband's
career,

Mrs. Gongalves is charming, articulate, and politically astute, She has
"pushed" her husband along vigorously and has not hesitated to suggest to
some of his superiors that he should get a particular assignment. At the
) beginning of the Costa e Silva Government, for instance, she was averheard
}_ : to remind the new President that he had promised to make her husband Chief
of his Military Household {(a position he did not get). Mrs. Gongalves is
also expert at dropping suggestions to social colummists in the hope that .
her husband's superiors will read them and act upon them. She thinks very : !
highly of the United States and is proud of her excellent brand of English.
She enjoys exposure to Rio and S3oc Paulo society and is a gracious hostess.
Perhaps now that her husband has reached the top grade of his (See P. 3)

38, ADODHTIOHAL COMMENTS:

~ - ». Length of tima collector has known subjact and frequency of contace(s), Indicate how much of the information is basad
on the colimctor’s dwn obsefwation. Indicaie other securces for information on Subject.

I have known Gen, Ramiro since the mid-1950's, but have hot had a close
relationship with him. Our contacts have been few with the result that
only about 20% of this information comes from personal observation. At
least 50% 1is derived frowm DAO files and Brazilian Army records, and the
balance from conversations with officers who know Gen. Ramiro well.

b. Best ways of gaining subject's conlidence and exerting influenca on him,
He is extremely wvain and responds well to flattery. He is proud of his
long association with Brazilian sports and of the fact that he organized
the Army olywpie games in Porto Alegre in 1939, 1940, and 19541. #He also
organized the Pan American Games held in S3oc Paulo in 1963 and was a member
of the Brazilfan Olympic Comrittee and President of the Army Sports
Commission. Ramiro 1s hard-lirning in his political views and is flattered
when somecne points out his role in the 1964 Revolution and in plotting
leading thereto.

¢. Mititary reputation, competenee, and llmlflcanca Inciuvde financial status, dependence an personal or political
gonnecticoas for military position. Reputation in own service, callector's own assessmant of military compatence,
and military and/or political potential of subjecy,

His military reputation is excellent in professional terms, even though
ugly rumors have been raised about him on occasion. During his command .
of the 9th Military Region from 1969 to 1971, he was accused of having
purchased about 50 cases of Scotch which a subordinate commander had
procured at bargain prices in Paraguay. Some of his detractors have said
that he has accepted favors from contractors; others resent his name
appearing so often in high soclety gossip colums., His personal financial
status (and that of his wife in her own right) iz such that he need not

. stoop to some of the alleged transgressions. My judpment is that Ramire
is & tough, hard-working, and capalle leader who drives himself and his
staff with vigor in pursuit of high standards of excellence. He has
considerable potential to reach the highest billets within the Brazilian '
Army. Moreover, under a mix of circumstances involving his seniority,

an emergency, and the need for strong leadership, he could emerge as the
- possessor of politieal potential.
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(Item 53 continued) and enjoys extensive contacts within the

civilian communities of Rio de Janeiro, S3o Paulo, and Brasilia, :
His career has been helped by his early association with Gen.
Estevam lLeitdo de Carvalho and by later proximity to Costa e Silva.
Another factor which has aided Ramiro is the fact that he and his .
wife have sources of private income, thereby making it possible for .

them to entertain extensively and acquire social projection.

(Item 57 continued) profession, she might relax and enjoy life.
* On the other hand, she probably wants to seg him become Chief of

¢ Staff or Army Minister.
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