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Brazil rebellion 
Mexico reform 

i Argentina diplomacy 
Cuba mid Uic U nitcd States 

Peru constituent assembly 
Costa ttica electioneering 

PrcsMieat Geisel dropped las uraiy 
minister, General Silvio i*rota, litis week. 

ota Was exploiting dissent within use 
Arena party to further bis canpaigB to 
become Brazil's next President. 

A brief public a n n o u n c e m e n t on Wednesday said 
that General S i l v i o F r o t a had lei L the post of 
army minister for personal reasons', l i e has 
been replaced by the third army commander. 
General Bclfoit Bclclehem. Frota, whose presi­
dential ambitions have always been opposed by 
President Ernesto Geisel, stepped over the line 
when he began to attack the President, using 
dissident members of the Arena party as a 
mouthpiece. 

Morale in the party has been low since the 
closing of congress in April. The measures 
decreed at that time to keep me opposition 
Movimento Uemocratico Biusiioiio ( M U D ) per­
manently out Of 1A)WCI were regarded by m a n y 
Arena members as a suie iccipe for electoral 
disaster. Although the parly has never been more 
than the President's rubber stamp, Arena 
deputies have been bitterly complaining that they 
arc never consulted o n government decisions. 
Significantly, they want a say in the choice of 
Brazil's next President. 

'throughout last week, there was a conceited 
attack on the government by some Arena 
deputies, most of them calling for the 1978 elec­
tions to be cancelled. Talks between senate leader 
Pctrfinio Portella and sectors of the opposition 
were ulso criticised. 

The most damaging at tack on the government 
concerned these talks; it was delivered last 
Friday by the deputy chairman of Arena in the 
chamber of deputies, Marcclino Linharcs. l i r e 
talks form part of Picsident Geisel's programme 
for a set of political i e f o r m s to be enacted by 
his successor in 1979 (there are some reports 
that a reform package may come considerably 

sooner). It is wideK b e l i e v e d in Arena and else­
where that the programme is a joint initiative on 
the part of President Geisel and the secret service 
chief, General Joao Batista Figueiredo, aimed at 
defusing the opposition until the Iatle*r takes over 
as Picsident. It is also believed in Arena that 
Geisel wants to maintain the two-party system 
until Figueiredo is nominated late next year, bui 
dial ino whole party system would b e dismantled' 
llic day alter the congressional elections il 
opinion polls snowed that Arena was certain tc^ 
be defeated. The elections take place a month 
after the presidential nomination. 

Unbares chose to attack the President at his 
weakest point with an accusation of the gravest 
military sin: he said that the real purpose of the 
Portella talks had been 'to reduce the role of 
the army iiigh command in deciding the presi­
dential succession by stimulating opposition 
pressure on the system and disrupting the unity 
of the military hierarchy.' The biggest problem 
with Figueiredo's presidential campaign is that 
it lacks support in the army high command; 
Figueiredo has still to be promoted a general de 
I'Xi'icito. Despite warnings from government 
leader Jose Bonifacio that, in pitting politicians 
against the military, Linharcs might be breach­
ing the national security legislation, the Arena 
deputy repeated his accusations; he said th 
reason for the rebellion within the ra* 
Arena was that the paity's leader: . 
accomplice to the manoeuvre. Frota, wl" j d ' 
have solid army backing, was the obvfc 
liciaiy, and almost certainly the inspi: 
Liiiliares's offensive. 

While Geisel was able to rebut thr 
cancellation of the elections with tne laco: c 
comment that the Arena deputies could extend 
their mandates through due parliamentary proce­
dure, he was on thinner ice when il came to the 
succession. A m o n g the few rules regarding the 
succession is a stipulation that Arena decides 
its candidate in a secret ballot. This has pre­
viously been a simple matter of confirming the 
high command's nominee. With Arena divided, 
it is no longer a reliable rubber stamp. 
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1 lien- arc ai least two dissident factions wil'-m 
tllC parly. One is composed of the more moderate 
icntnwloics led by Theoduio de Allniijucrime. 
They arc demanding u return to the l'>ol con­
stitution (which dues not include lnslilutional 
Act N o 5 nor a wide range of other repressive 
legislation) before the elections. The oilier, which 
was vocal in Congress last week, is led by the 
federal deputy Herbert Levy; it has been hold­
ing semi-clandestine meetings for some lime. 

Since the President's injunction earlier this 
year on all discussion about succession until 1978, 
Frota, if not Figueiredo, has been keeping quiet. 
However, last week speeches started llovving in 
COIlglCSS Supporting his candidacy. His sacking 
could yjakc Figueiredo's task more diificult since 
he now is the sole official"candidate upon whom 
all opposition will be concentrated. 

Portella has enlisted the aid of the moderate 
Arena senator, Daniel Krieger, to mollify the 
rctwvailorcs, and of retired Marshal Cordeiro de 
Farias in his dialogue with the broad apposition 
to the regime. However, he is making little 
progress with his talks on either front. In the 
first round of his 'dialogue' with the opposition, 

\ he met the general secretary of the Conference 
Nacional dos Bispos Brasileiros, bishop lvo 
Lorscheiter; the fairly right-wing Cardinal of 
Rio de Janeiro, Eugenio Salles; the chairman of 
the Ordem dos Advogados do Brusil, Raymond*) 
Faoro; and a former high com I judge, Prado 
Kelly. H e apparently found tins most receptive 
audience with Faoro, who did not demand 
amnesty for political prisoners or those punished 
under Institutional Act N o 5. 

H o did, however, insist upon the right of 
habeas corpus for political detainees, an un­
popular idea within the military. H e found no 
compromise with l v o Lorscheiter, who said the 
Church would accept nothing l e s s than full 
respect of both social and democratic rights. 

Argentina: tangled weo 
1 he need to maintain ?;ood relations with 
the Soviet Union and the third world, 
while simultaneously satisfying an anti-
Communist and racist constituency at 
home, leads the Argentine government 
into some contradictory positions. 
The navy seems to have reaped certain political 
benefits from its diplomatic/military offensive 
in the choppy waters of the South Atlantic (LAI>R 
XI, 39). Admiral Emilio Massera has made 
patriotic speeches \yhich were fully reported in 
lite press, and right-wing p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s 
showered him with congratulations. I t seems 
likely that the whole affair was intended for 

domesiic consumption and will not perturb 
Argentina's increasingly close relations with the 
Soviet Union. 

Despile lite radio and the.press reporting s u p ­
port f r o m C ' h m a and Chile for the navy's action 
in detaining U n i t a r i a n a n d Soviet fishing boats, 
sources close to the foreign ministry were saying 
that Argentina had decided to accept Soviet 
participation in major hydroelectric projects on 
iIre Parana, and the Soviet ambassador said that 
h i s country's imports from Argentina would 
r e a c h 1,200 million dollars this year. 

Similar contradictions in Argentina's relations 
Willi the i e s t o! ; I , K w»>11cI t o u l d be delected in 
the United Nations, where the foreign minister. 
Admiral Oscar Monies, made a sharp about-turn 
last w e e k jiftcr tirst admitting to the ANSA cor­
respondent in New York that Argentina was 
involved wi'.h S o u t h Africa in discussing the 
defence of the South Atlantic, l i e said the two 
countries had not yet moved towards signing a 
treaty, but 'vvc have every intention of doing 
so', l i e said: 'Relations between South Africa 
and I he Soul hern Cone arc really important for 
the efficient defence of the South Atlantic'. 

The following day, Admiral Montcs denied 
that any s u c h conversation had taken place. In 
fact, he was almost certainly telling the truth 
in the first instance. Brazilian diplomats at the 
United Nations say ihev are aware of conver­
sations between South Africa and the countries 
of t h e Southern Louc, Out categorically deny any 
Brazilian involvement. Argentina is anxious to 
play the connection down because it could 
damage the government's elf oris to remain on 
good terms with the non-aligned nations. 

In his conversation with ANSA. Admiral Montes 
emphasised Argentina's opposition to the 
principle of apartheid and Ins hope that it would 
be abandoned by ihe South African government. 
11c looked for a 'peaceful, gradual and moderate' 
solution to ihe problem, recalling Argentina's 
participation in the United Nations conference 
on apartheid in Nigeria in August. In fact, 
Argentina vacillated interminably before finally 
sending a delegation, the deciding factor being 
Brazil and Uruguay's agreement to take part. 
The professional diplomats of all South American 
countries are well aware of the dangers of open 
association with South Africa, which are not 
always appreciated by their military masters. 

The Argentine diplomats have a hard job be­
cause the armed forces are so directly involved 
in the management of foreign policy. Senior 
officials in the foreign ministry were horrified a 
few weeks ago to receive a memorandum from 
a senior general suggesting that Argentina should 
develop closer relations with Rhodesia. The idea 
was successfully resisted, but the contradiction 
remains. 
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