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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATTON
‘ OFF\%\AL 5 Date of Meeting: October 27th, 1970

F\LE Place of Meeting: Ministry of Eduecation
and Culture (MEC)
Brasilia

Subjeet: ARDO University ceomtracis

Participants: Cel. Meure Rodrigues, Seeretary Ceneral, MEC;
Dr. Newton Sucupira, Director for University matiers,
MEC; William L. Rodgevs, Chief, ARDO; Harcld
Midkiff, HRO, Brasilia.

Copies te: WAEllis, DOM; RJBallantyme, DDOM; WCelabexrt, ADPR;
WAdamson, HRO; HMidkiff, HRO, Brasilia; Stephen Low,
Brasilia; REMiller, ARDO; KCKing, ARDO; LiMacary,
ARDO; DCohen, OFEV; BDaniel, Brasilia.

Separate meetings were held in MEC with Cel. Maurs Redrigues,
Secretary General of MEC and Dr. Newton Sucupirs, Director of Univer-
sity matters. The purpose of both meetings was to acguaint the
Secretary General and Dr. Sucupira with the USAID programs with
Srazilian rural universities. I was asceompanied by Mr. Harold Midkif?®
of HRO, steticmed in Brasflia, vho set up the meetings and made the
introductions. The first meeting was with Dr. Sucupira. I presented
Dr. Sucupira with a short written repert which cutlined the b univer-
gity contracts working in Brazil. Afiter he reed the report we
discussed in more detail each of the programs.

He is Imowledgeable of the work being done in the universities of
Ceara, Rie grande do Sul and Minas Gerais. He asked pertinent
questions regarding the graduste level studies being conducted
in Vigosa and Rio Grande de Sul.

I mentioned to Dr. Sucupire since the Brazilian Universities were now
under MEC we would like to have MEC's active partieipation. I
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showed him a draft Pro/Ag for the Purdus/Vigesa pregram vhieh he
studied and pointed out to him that we weuld like MEC to be =
co-gigner for this pregram. I explained that this would entail

a cosmitment on MEC'e part te suppert the budget for Vigesa. Dr.
Sueupira agreed and stated thet he would be glad to ecoperate with
us oh these programs. He alse stated that he would persemally be
in charge of working with uz eun these contractsz and that we could
send all documentation o him. He also menticonsé that plans wers
being made to form a special office within MEC to handle inter-
national eontracts. However, upon my fuvther gquestioning he
atated that until this hes been sccomplished his office would be in
charge of international contracts on the university level. Dr.
Sueupira seemed very plesssd that we appreached him in regard to
cur rural university project and promized hiz cooperation.

Cel. Mawro Rodriguss

In my talk with the Secretary General I teld him that we had a
meeting with Dr. Sucupira regerding our rural universities. I
glso have handad him the seme brechure that I gave tp Dr. Sucupira
outlining ocur project. Ca2l. Mauro Rodriguss 2lso was pleased end
stated that he would give us cooperation in this regard. He then
went on to talk about Vecational Agricultural schools and
outlined a plan for the dsvelopment of such achools which wemld be
set up on a state level according to skills needed in the arvea.

A pilst project was te be set up in ths state of Rio Grande do Sul.
It would congist of scheols located in The vardous crop aveas.

The skills to be taught would be based on the crops of thst area
such as rice, vheat, begs, ste. He mentioned that the finenecing
for this would come from BNIE.

Commentse

Both meetings were very cordisl and esch of the men wae interestad
in cooperating with us, I think thiez initial step in scequainting
MEC with our pregram should insure valushle cooperation for the
futura. I

Drafted by: J7/"
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