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[Text] Bauru—Adm Mozart Padilha de Souza, chairman of the Naval Construc
t i o n Commission'of the corps o f naval c o n t r u c t i o n engineers, i n Sao Paulo, 
s a i d , yesterday, t h a t he i s convinced t h a t the Armed Forces are " u n i t e d 
around the nation's great o b j e c t i v e s . " 

"We are a c t u a l l y experiencing a very important phase i n our h i s t o r y . I am 
c e r t a i n t h a t we are going t o overcome our d i f f i c u l t i e s . B r a z i l must move 
i n a d i r e c t i o n t h a t w i l l lead t o achieving i t s great d e s t i n y , " Mozart Pa
d i l h a added. 

He refused t o express an opin i o n on the candidacies of Gen Joao B a p t i s t a de 
Figueiredo and Gen Euler Bentes f o r the o f f i c e o f p r e s i d e n t of the Republic. 
He s t a t e d : 

"That i s a matter o f a p o l i t i c a l nature on which I should not express my
s e l f . E l e c t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n i s being complied w i t h . The problem of the 
candidacies must be t r e a t e d by p o l i t i c i a n s . " 

Adm Mozart Padilha denied the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a c o n f r o n t a t i o n between the 
navies o f B r a z i l and Argentina, i n s p i t e o f the existence of d i f f e r e n c e s 
between the two c o u n t r i e s i n connection w i t h matters o f n a t i o n a l sover
e i g n t y . 

B r a z i l and Argentina are t r a d i t i o n a l f r i e n d s . Possible d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h 
regard t o issues of a p o l i t i c a l nature do not imply enmity. Both n a t i o n s 
are f o l l o w i n g p o l i c i e s t h a t have various p o i n t s of s i m i l a r i t y . Argentina 
has made a very great e f f o r t t o acquire i t s own c a p a b i l i t y and t o b u i l d 
modern, s o p h i s t i c a t e d ships. We work together on j o i n t o perations, con
ducted annually i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the United States. We are cooper
a t i n g w i t h o u t l i t t l e o r b i g wars," the admiral s a i d . 

The chairman of the Naval Construction Commission s t a t e d t h a t the p o s i t i o n 
of the B r a z i l i a n Navy " i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the importance o f B r a z i l i n 
L a t i n America." 
He concluded by saying t h a t " at present, B r a z i l occupies a p r i v i l e g e d 
p o s i t i o n among developing c o u n t r i e s and our Navy has sought t o go along 
w i t h the country by planning and b u i l d i n g ships w i t h B r a z i l i a n resources." 
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