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TroucH a state of war was declared to exist between
Britain and Germany in September of 1939, it very soon

became apparent that no war was being conducted by
Germany against this country. This was no surprise to those
who knew the facts of the case. Hitler had again and again
made it clear, that he never intended to attack or harm Great
Britain or the British Empire. With the Siegfried Line
strongly held, and no German intention of appearing west
of it, stalemate in the west, or the “ Phoney War,” as it came

to be called, must, in the absence of bombing of civilian
populations ultimately peter out altogether. No one was

quicker to perceive this than the pro-Jewish war mongers;
and they and their friends inside and outside the House of
Commons very soon began exerting pressure.for this form
of bombing of Germany to be started.

On 14th January, 1940, The Sunday Times gave
prominence to a letter from an anonymous correspondent,
who demanded to know why we were not using our air power
“to increase the effect of the blockade.” “ Scrutator,” in
the same issue, commented on this letter as follows :—* Such
an extension of the offensive would inevitably develop into
competitive frightfulness. It might be forced on us in reprisals
for enemy action, and we must be in a position to make
reprisals if necessary. But the bombing of industrial towns,
with its unavoidable loss of life among the civilian population
—that is what it would come to—would be inconsistent with
the spirit, if not the actual words of the pledges given from
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both sides at the beginning of the war.”
The above quotation is taken from a book entitled

Bombing Vindicated, which was published in 1944 by Mr.
J. M. Spaight, C.B., C.B.E., who was the principal assistant
secretary at the Air Ministry during the war. As its title
suggests, this book is an attempt to justify th= indiscriminate
use of bombers against the civil population. In it Mr. Spaight
boasts that this form of bombing “ saved civilisation” :
and reveals the startling fact that it was Britain that started
this ruthless form of war on the very evening of the day
on which Mr. Churchill became Prime Minister, May 11th,
1940.

On page 64 of his book, Mr. Spaight gives a further
piece of information, which renders this sudden change of
British policy all the more astonishing; for he states that
a declaration was made by the British and French Govern-
ments on 2nd September, 1939, that “ Only strictly military
objectives in the narrowest sense of the word would be
bombarded.”

This declaration, of course, was made in the days of
Mr. Chamberlain’s Premiership ; and no single fact perhaps
could demarcate and differentiate more clearly the difference
in the character and behaviour between Mr. Chamberlain
and Mr. Churchill.

On the 27th January, 1940, thirteen days after the letter
in The Sunday Times already quoted, The Daily Mail endorsed
editorially the views which had been expressed in that issue
by “Scrutator”; and it devoted a leading article, writes
Mr. Spaight, to combating the suggestion of Mr. Amery and
others that we should start the bombing of Germany. Sir
Duff Cooper had written on the previous day in the same

paper that “ there would appear to exist a kind of unwritten
truce between the two belligerents, according to the tacit
terms of which they do not bomb one another.”

In view of the declaration by Britain and France of
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