GlLalement by tha Clergy of Remallah. Gat., April 25th 1992
:

Wo the Clorgy of Ramallah wish to make @ public proteat abaout the followlnq]
incident that .(mmblﬁCE on Good Frids April 24th 1992 at !bOUt 6.1 pm, -
at ths Oreck fOcthodox Church in KRamalleh, {

Am Ieraeli Pstrol was pameing by at the Lime .of the speciol service for Cood
Fridey. Warehippers ware filling the Church and the Church couttyard eo a

biq crowd hed yathered. The soldisre went down the stepe into the church
courtyard and ercested a young man for no reaeon. This young man waas dresaed
in Scouts uniform and was ane of the ushers to orgunise paople to church seats.
Ihe Army wemmwd intent om spoiling the epirit of the Eestor Feast which is tha
nost lioly Feast in the Church calendar. .

Many people plegdat with the soldiers to releass the young man. At fireat th%
Officer released him but onother goldier grabbed him at the Chyrch doar. At
thig moment Father Christipher Butroa from the Greak Catholic Church and

Father Samuel Fenous from the Eplecopel Church arrived to take part in the t
gervice. They saw the psople ?rently disturbed so Fathar Christipher tried to
speak to the soldiere. Also Father Samuel apnke in.Hebrew to explein that this

ix # very Haly dey for Christisns. One soldier 1ifted hie hend in order to &trike
rather Chriotipher but the priest grabbed the soldier's tand, Other aoldierF
prepared to throw bombg and even threatenad to shoot their guns, There was)much
canfuaion and excitement. Lut finally the young men was rslessed and tho army left.

Howaver, the srmy returncd at tha and of the church service and arrested anbther
young men. (he Greek Orthodox Parieh Priest Father Georne Makhlouf talked to the

soldiers, advisiny Lhem to leave. Nevertheclees, they arrested anothar young
muh, took him to an lsolated spot and he was beatan very badly by 12 soldlors.
This wae for no rea=on at all. )

:

We, the Clergy, on behslfl ol all people in Ramallsh, condemn thim act of |
haregaement and brutality and sppeal to sll decent people of whatever relig%on

to protest this blatant diasrespect of a Holy Dwy for Christliana.
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AAPHR is an independent, non-political, non-ethnic, non-profit tax exeapt
educational corporation serving as an information clearinghouse.

Our staff is unpaid, but we do have expenses - printing, postage, and other customary office expenses., Tax
deductible donations enable us to publish these Bulletins. And get them to Congress. Please contribute!

The clergy of Ramallah asked that you protest. Will you? You can do so easlily,
quickly, and effectively by calling:

White House 202-456-1111 State Department 202-647-6579

| Your Senators 202-224-3121 Your Representative 202-225-3121




