DR. K. K. VASHISHTHA

PROF & HEAD

No. F. 2-7/HOD/2004-DEE

Dated 12th October, 2004

Dear Ms. Vrinda  Sarup,


Kindly refer to your letter No.F.2-58/2004-EE.3 dated 30th Sept., 2004 addressed to Prof. Krishan Kumar, Director, NCERT.  The Draft recommendations are quite elaborate and are expected to go a long way in realising the goals of Universal Elementary Education of satisfactory quality in the country.  It has been read with interest and a few observations are placed below for your consideration, item-wise.

· It has been mentioned on page 2 "Separate notes have been prepared for the mid-day meal programme, the aanganwadi programme and about financial allocations."  It is hoped that these issues would have been dealt with in sufficient details keeping in view the implementation aspects.

· Under SSA the second goal states "All children complete 5 years of primary schooling by 2007."  It is also a fact  that most of the States have five years of primary education pattern, while only a few States have four years of primary schooling.  Accordingly, Item 1.7 should refer to 5-8 years of schooling by 2008 and 2011 respectively.   Under Item 1.8, it may be ascertained that age should be mentioned as 16 or 14 years in the context of the Fundamental Right to Education.

· Item 2.3 should allow for both options of primary schooling, that is, four years and five years with an appropriate deadline.  This will have consequential effect on the statement related to pre-primary education under Item 2.3 and teacher recruitment and training item 2.4.

· Mention of strategy with regard to Item 2.4.2 would be desirable.  It is worth appreciating that a regular transparent monitoring assessment of schools including learning achievement and expenditure has been considered to be institutionalised.  It is worth considering that the roles of existing infrastructure and agencies will need to be delineated.  Maybe, the existing agencies at Central, State and District levels be strengthened to take up this task.  The options of setting up of independent agencies will require reconsideration. 

· Mention of VECs along side Gram Sabha, may be more meaningful under Item No.2.7.2.

· With reference to Item 2.8.3, 'Voluntary Group of Youth' could be considered contextually and catering to different levels of education separately.

· It would be desirable to work out accountability and responsibility for running the library services effectively in the country with a variety of variations obtaining therein. 

· There is need to reconsider the existing Child Labour Laws and recommending for suitable amendments in them to promote the cause of universal elementary education.

· The scope of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) should include teacher educators and voluntary groups at the district level which may have positive effect in enhancing quality elementary education in the country.

· It would be desirable to include strengthening of pre-school in the first phase itself under Item 5.1.3.

It is to be mentioned that I shall be attending the Meeting on 'Universalisation of Elementary Education: Urgent Tasks and Long Term Perspectives' on Friday, the 15th October, 2004.  Prof. Krishan Kumar, Director, NCERT has also expressed his desire to attend the same.


With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(K. K. Vashishtha)

Ms. Vrinda Sarup,
Joint Secretary,
Department of Elementary Education & Literacy
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi-110001
FAXNo.23070584

