the air corps. After the war’s end he was with the army of occupa-
tion in Germany before returning to Michigan.

Back in Ann Arbor he started a wholesale produce business.
Despite long hours and hard work the business proved unprofit-
able. Staring at the accumulated debts, Leonard figured that the
market was trying to tell him something. As he decoded the mes-
sage, the market was telling him to go to California, which he did
in 1925, with his wife and two young sons. After a stint in the real
estate business he became Secretary of the Burlingame Chamber
of Commerce where he discovered that he had a knack for organi-
zation. Within a few years he had become the Manager of the
Western Division, U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

By this time the nation was experiencing the early years of the
New Deal, which had the Chamber’s support, as well as the sup-
port of many businessmen—as well as such spokesmen as young
Read.

A dramatic turn in Leonard’s life took place at this time. A prom-
inent Los Angeles businessman was openly critical of the New Deal
and of the Chamber for supporting it, so Read decided to set him
straight. Instead, Bill Mullendore set Leonard straight, and the
two men became lifetime friends.

LLeonard expounded his freedom philosophy in a book entitled
Romance of Reality, published in 1937. It was this book that
persuaded the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, the nation's
largest, to oppose the collectivist drift by intellectual methods, and
that Leonard was the man they needed as General Manager. Leon-
ard became a nationally prominent figure during his six years in
Los Angeles, gaining the confidence of leaders in business and
public life.

Read came to New York in 1945 as the Executive Vice-President
of the National Industrial Conference Board, but continued to
nourish a dream born a few years earlier—of an independent or-
ganization which would stand uncompromisingly for freedom and
publish literature in the modern idiom. The Foundation for Eco-
nomic Education was the result, and the rest is history.

Leonard has preached the gospel of freedom all over the world,
travelling two and one half million miles by air and scores of thou-
sands of miles by other means. He has written twenty-nine books
and numerous articles. But FEE is the enduring witness to Leon-
ard’s life.

Leonard’s philosophy is, basically, that of the Declaration of In-
dependence, to which he added a dash of mysticism, some hard-
nosed free market economics, spiced by a dash of native American
go-getter spirit. Leonard has always shunned argument and de-

bate, preferring instead to win over his readers by striking illus-
trations, parables, and stories. His life-long devotion to human
freedom amounted to an obsession. He sought a better under-
standing of freedom and worked to expound it with ever greater
clarity and persuasiveness. The methodology he stressed was based
on self-improvement—Ilet each person work on himself and present
society with one improved unit.

The Foundation for Economic Education was born out of Leon-
ard’s original vision. It attests to the integrity and passion with
which he served that vision; it is the monument by which he will
be remembered—and that's the way he would want it. Leonard
stood tall, and FEE is his lengthened shadow.

—EDMUND A. OPITZ

wise man may at times be angry with the world, or may be
grieving for it. But he does not retreat from it in despair, nor does
he condemn it. He observes and studies the world, he may explore
it and use it, mindful of man’s noblest task, to make it better.

Leonard Read performed his duties in this world. The spirit of
liberty needed to be rekindled, virtuous liberty, which is the right
of doing all the good in man’s power, according to God's laws. To
this end Leonard devoted his life.

To Leonard Read, death opened the gate of fame and immortal-
ity, and closed the gate of fallibility and vexation. It untied the
chains of duty and put his tasks in other hands.

Leonard belonged to a rare breed of men—a born entrepreneur
who could have amassed riches and fortunes, but chose to devote
his life to the expansion of consciousness. Lite, to him, was a
journey, not a home; a road by which he could press on to join his
Creator.

For Leonard Read the material world was just one among other
objects of man’s consciousness. In his book Deeper Than You
Think and in numerous passages of his journal he acknowledged
his central presupposition: the immortality of the individual spirit
or consciousness. In his own words: “"Reduced to its essence, this
earthly moment is only the beginning; consciousness, the Reality,
is eternal, retaining its growth potential. Once this is accepted
and lived by, the individual seeks approval of the Eternal Ideal; his




