They are beginning their 50+h year, living in an
atheist system. What are people like, brought
up in a land where most of the churches are
only museums? NN's Editor met nearly every
nationality and age in the USSR. Here are his
Impressions of "'godless'" citizens of Socialism.

Their supreme belief is in human labor.

Socialism is a system in which everything (except
personal goods) is publicly-owned: and everybody (ex- |
cept the young, the old and the sick) is required to do I I educated
useful work for the common good. So they have no young and old, consider themselves the actual bosses
rich, no idlers living off the people. You can't get what  of Socialism. They are. A steel-worker wrote to a Don.
you want unless you work for it. But you can always  bas paper and said: “Here we look on each other as

/work, always get paid, thus labor is all-powerful. making our own happiness.” T'hey do it by managing
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“Communism equals practical, positive humanism”. the system they own. No matter who sits in the mana-
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That’s from Karl Marx, not the Bible. He said: “A  £er’s chair, 'rh"ill:ions of Soviet people now administer
T T N e e T % | 7 T the system . . . it’s their will that is done.

man's character 1s created y circumstances, so it is ¥ "

necessary to make his circumstances humane”. Soviet . - - @s you would have others do unto A% .

people have worked hard, for 49 years, to change life The new generations don’t know that biblical advice.
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so i1t will be kinder to human beings, and they are get- They_ do'n"t“pegd_ 1t They are "‘11?51*“‘ a‘llybornw__lthml_t,
ting results faster than ever today. Thisis having great- nounshed ‘Wwith 1t 1n 1nfancy, ChﬂdhOOd* *_3_‘_3_&991- Why
er effect on people than thousands of vears of going [ would they harm others? There’'s no profit iri"it. They

What do they worship? The development of Man. because Socialism is humane. When people grow up

But in a way radically different to the religious way. free from Capitalism they don’t need advice on Sunday

} can't get rich crushing competitors. They are humane
They believe what Marx predicted: Socialism makes jt ©0 how to behave towards others during the week.
possible for each individual to develop fully only be- “I am my brother’s keeper” all over th? world.
t cause all his fellow-men in the New System likewise de- « Propagandists in the West call this “Red imperial-

velop themselves. Ihey worship the goodness and oreat- ism.” Irying to justi.fy their butchery in Viet -Ngm
ness of Man growing forever and ever, not in a god-like  (much worse than Hitler’s) they talk about ‘stemming
way b it In a human way, to%etﬁfr' | R the tide o Commun1§m. Sov1e_t people speak of helping
~ People ovg}m‘hdéépi'sé' “the root of all evil”. their brothers in Viet Nam, in their native land, de-

Of course they use money. And some of them, cling- fending their Socialist system agairist an enemy from
Ing to the past, are still spiritually sickened by the love

across the world. Great sacrifices are bein]g made now,
of money. However, in Socialism money cannot win W: as the people s_lo_w up their own i
you respect, or power over your fellow-man. The vast ww\z——?—www They will
majority of Soviet people now are quite free from that NEVEr OWIl one inch of Viet Nam soil, or one share in
“evil love.” This makes them strikingly free for all the 2Ry company there, but they are laying up treasures
other really human loving. In the hearts of their brothers.
The faith of their fathers is joyous.

Not many of the men and women who carried

What ‘this has done in Socialism shows up vividly in through the Socialist Revolution. in 1917, are living now

§oyﬁ1_et“ .Xouth. Over hel;e, we spend r{’n!hops on “youth but they all are immortal beings in the USSR, and the
surveys —because the youth market” is worth billions glowing Taith that mspired them is born again in eve

m Losmeiics, hit- recor_dg, blrth-coptr ol pills. In the Soviet child’s heart. It is the faith that in the new
USSR the youth are busily surveying themselves, and

they see themselves as the creators of the glorious 1coP.€S World,"humanity will start to live in a way
future of Mankind. So they are happy, ambitious and worthy of Man. And they proclaim this in books and

. . banners and great neon displays, all over their land,
1 med -« - MEVer priced, they are priceless. - 1In words that make powerful visitors from the West
- Russia is a land where peopie don’t kneel down. bite their lips . . . “Communism is_the Youth of the - -
TI'he only times I've ever seen them bow their heads Worgd"-’ RS * e — St

Human life is not priced in dollars, cents.

century they have been free from fear of the boss, fear |, Iy Capiialisar the hilosophy “of ‘gloom,- despatr. and -
of .being fired, fear. of recessions and.depressions, Tt’s”| 115 sor oI, T phllosophy . of gloomy,: despair, anc e

- wonderful. to. see Soviet, -Socialist dignity, ‘on-amas§:"
. Scale, the splendid néw thing jn-our world, ‘the
- -of Man il@b?ﬁ.ﬂg;’f@’ql“;f}}:i;m__sc_lf}fUH?_&%@;' s | the notion that Man is now absolutely alone in an |
- They sing many hymns, glorifying work. - empty universe. Nonsense! Socialism is bringing every
Trade unionists over here find it hard to grasp what [ man, woman and child ever closer to the heart of every
work does to the human soul, when workers no longer | other person. The new socliety no longer develops, as
tocil just to exist. In Socialism you labor for vyourself Capitalism does, by 1solation and oppression of the in-
and for society. Work is social activity, the way to win | dividual. On the contrary . . . at long last Man is living,

respect, small honors, even great fame. supremely rich in the great friendshir of comrades.
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dionit. | Make big-money. selling the: idea that-“God 15 dead ~Tn - "
dignity.. .o it

~|"Socialism'they don't argue :abotit God; and they ridicule - -

was at a funeral and beside a war memorial. For half a = They believe in Man, and no one says “Man is. deagys

-hopeléssness ' is - “so .. fashionable . that' -evenr “clergymen:. | """ .




