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Enclosed are copies of (a) the Memorandum of Understanding
concluded March 29, 1966, between the Smithsonian Institution and
the Comissao Nacional de Atividades Espaciais (CNAE) to provide
for establishment and operation of a Baker-Nunn camera station
at Natal, and (b) a news release of the Smithsonian Astrophysical
Observatory (SAO) dated April 22, 1966, describing the new station

to be completed late this year.

The Smithsonian Institution is an establishment of the U. 8.
Government under Title 20, U.S. Code, Chapter 3. The SAO at
Cambridge, Mass., is a Bureau under the Smithsonian Institution
(see U. S. Government Organization Manual). As stated in the press
release, the Natal station will be part of a world-wide network of
observing stations which SAO operates under a grant from NASA.

Article I.c. 4 of the agency-level agreement concerns privileges
and immunities both for the station and for SAO personnel at the
station. The Scientific Attache is aware of all developments concerning
the negotiation of this agreement to date. Embassy administrative and
logistic support is to be negotiated at a later date by the local SAO
representative as soon as he has had an opportunity to assess the

need for such support.
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Agreement
between

Smithsonian Institution
of the United States of America

and

Comissao Nacional de
Atividades Espaciais
of Braziy
for the operation of an

Optical Satellite Tracking Station

. This agresment, entered into this N 2931 day
of | ¥ ais , 1966, by the Smithsonian Institution,
established by the U. S. Government, hereinafter referred to as
Smithsonian, and the Comissao Nacional de Atividades Espaciais
of Brazil, hereinafter referred to as CNAE, does WITNESS that
the parties hereto agree as follows:

Article I Statement of Work and Obligations of Parties

a. General The purpose of this agreement is to provide

for the establishment and operation of a tracking station

at Natal, Brazil, primarily for the observation of earth
satellites, as part of the Smithsonian's worldwide network

to obtain data for research in celestial mechanics, upper
atmosphere studies, geodesy and other astronomical programs.

It is agreed that the tracking station will be operated in
accordance with the policies and directives of the Smithsonian.

b, Obligations of the Smithsonian | The Smithsonian will:

1.  Provide the buildinge, furnishings, and scientific
equipment and supplies for the establishment and
operation of the Station.

DECLASSIFIED

AuthorityN VDA S4000




Page 3, CA-11047

Agreement between Smithsoniaa and CNAE |(cont'd) page 2

Tnc 11

2. Pay all operating expenses of the station,
initial inst

such as wa

tallation and subsequent costs of utilities
and electrical power.

3. Provide a Station Manager who will assume resg
sibility for the. supervision of the program carried
out at the station.

4. Provide and/or hire a station staff, including

o Ll 7 e gl i S m i el it ol e R o S
both . 8 and Brazilian meHbergl osnsideration | £oy

enmployment will be given to candidates suggested by
Y S| 99 Y

5. |Provide the technical equipment and other materi
which Smithsonian decems necessary for the operation
maintenance, and improvement of the station.

=

Bl Assrat | the CNAE Ly providing, | from|time £o time),
technical instruction or seminars on matters relating
to the work of the station when, in the Jjudgement of
the Station Manhager, the operation of the station
permits such instruction or seminars.

7. iMake the sciontific facilithes of the station

of its own, subject to prior approval by the Station
Manager and non-interference with routine Smithsonian
reguirements for the station.  CHNAE shall bear any
extraordinary costs incurred.

Obligations of CNAE The CNAE will:

LilliPnovide | land for| the statiion atinolcost!to
Smithsonian at a site sclected by a Smithsonian
Survey team., No dalterations or modifications
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Agreement between Smithsonian and CNAE (contfd) page B3

affecting observing conditions at the site shall

3

be made without the prior written consent of

Smithsonian. This consent shall not be unreasonably

withhe ld

2. Provide necessary access roads to the selected
site at no cost to Smithsonian.

e il Asbist in arranging for station utilities, such
1t and electricity, and in the installation and
wovwl OL major station equipment.

U

as w

‘ 4. Bear the cost of, or arrange for the Brazilian
Government to exempt the Smithsonian and/or its non-
Brazilian personnel from the cost of any taxes, duties,
fees or levies on:

b e Importation and exportation of all equipment,
supplies and materials for the station;
s b 4l personal and houschold effects of personnel
assigned to the station, entering or leaving

-t
the country; and

411 0iall i Ineane of pcr sonnel from sources outside
Brazzl

Acrticle 11 Property

Title to all moveable property, as xe1l as optical and
electronic equipment and supplies, including the Baker-
Nunn Satellite Tracking Camera, furnished by Smithsonian
nder this agrecment shall remain in the Smithsonian.
Article III Technical Information
The Smithsonian shall make available to CNAE to the extent

possible all technical and scientific results derived from
the operation of the station.
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Agreement between Smithsonian and CNAE  (cont'd) pac

V

This
which signed
time before 3
written notic

11 enter into force on the da
erminated by the Smithsonia:
970 by providing CNAE with 6
1tion ‘toterminate ) After 30

1970, this agrgbﬁaft may be Lgrw*nﬂth by either party upon
providing the other party with 90 days written notice
intention to terminate. This agreement is contingent

the continued availability to Smithsonian of funds to s YOX
the rescarch programs in which this sgation i involved,

IN WITNESS IFRF
IN WITNESS HERI

the Comissao NanDle
agreement to be signed

Comissao Nacional de
Atividades Espaciai

A

Smithsonian Institution

y i

'7 / : 7 I/‘L

R e P o

Assigtant Director

Date 4 February 1966
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: NEWS RELEASE

SMITHSONIAN ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

FOR RELEASE: IHMEDIATE

RELEASE NO:
66-12 22-66

SMITHSONIAN OBSERVATORY TO ESTABLISH RESEARCH FACILITY IN BRAZIL
Agreement Signed with Comlssao Nacional de Atividades Espacilais

The Smithsonlian Astrophysical Observatory of Cambridge,
Massachusetts (USA) has signed an agreement with the Comissao
Nacional de Atividades Espaciais (CNAE) to establish an astro-
physical research statlion near Natal,

The station willl utilize a speclal BakeruNunn camera
for the photographic observation of both man-made satellites
and natural phenomena,

Data obtained at the new Brazilian faclility will be used
for research in celestial mechanics, upper atmosphere studies,
geodesy and other astronomical investigatilons,

The station will be one of 12 such astrophysical observing

‘ sites in a world-wlde network operated by the SAO under a
grant from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
of the United States., The SAO is a bureau of the Smithsonian
Institution of Washington D.C,

Construction of the camera station and the transfer of
major scilentific equipment from a present location at Curacao,
Netherlands Antilles, should be completed by late this year,

The CNAE will provide land for the camera station at a
site in its research complex near Natal, The SAO will supply
all buildings and scientific equipment, including the Baker-
Nunn camera and electronic timing system, The total cost of
the installation will be approximately $55,000,

-more-

JAMES CORNELL, PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 60 GARDEN STREET

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138
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Selection of the Natal site will provide the SAO with a
etter distribution of its camera stations around the world,
thus allowing further participation in programs of satellite
geodesy, Simultaneous observations of satellites by two or
more Baker-Nunn cameras provide the SAO with geodetic informa-
tion necessary for the precise mapping of distances between
the earth's land masses, The Natal site will provide a link
with SAO stations in Africa,

The scientific facilities of the SAO station will be
avallable to members of the CNAE, as will any technlcal or
scientific results, It is also hoped that Smithsonian person-
nel may participate in technical and scientific seminars and
training programs with CNAE,

When completed, the new Brazilian field station will
include a camera bullding with sliding roof to house the
3-ton, 8-foot-high camera, as well as darkroom, communications,
electronlics, administration, and maintenance facilities, The
. staff will consist of a station manager, several observers,

and a small crew of maintenance personnel,

Mr, Francis A, Budreskl, local SAO representative and
acting station manager, 1s supervising the construction of
the Natal station,

-end-
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