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EXPIS )
DEPARTMENT PASS ACDA :
EeDs 12068, XDS=3» 12/164/86 (GELBs LESLIE H,) riReM
TAGST PARM, PCATs» USs USSR
SUBJECTT SOVIET VIEWS AN LATIN AMERICAY Ar:S RESTRAINT
e (5 = ENTIRE TEXT), SUMMARY, DURING IlurRMAL MEETING
OF MEMBERS DF Twd DELEGATIONS TO DISCUSS LaTIN AMERICAN a
ARMS RESTRAINT INITIATIVE, SOVIETS SAID THEy WERE PREPARED i
TO INGLUDB REFERENCE DF SUPPORT FOR MEXICAH IMITIATIVE
IN JOINT COMMU COMMUNIGUE, SOVIETS OO MDY ReLIEVE !
THAT MEXICAN NDTE REQUIRES ANY ADDITINNAL RESPONSE, ANOD |
THAT TO RESPOND AT THIS TIME WOULD 8 PREMATURE AND ;
POSSIBLY PREJUDICTIAL TO SOVIET POSITION 0N rmlMaL '
QUTCOME OF MEXICAN IMITIATIVE, THEY BELIEVE THAT MEXICANS |
AGREE THAT LATIN INITIATIVE I§ STILL UNFORMED WITH MANY |
ELEMENTS fN DOUBYT, THEY REFERRED TN BRAZILiAM REFUSAL '
TO PARTICEQATE, SUVIET HESITATION TO CRMMIT THEMSELVES |
SUBSTANTIVELY TD MEXICAV INITIATIVE APPEARS TN HINGE ON
UNCERTAINTIES ARQUT CUBA, THEY FEAR THAT REGIOCMAL _
RESTRAINT INITIATIVE WILL BE JSED TD BRING PRESSURE DM
CUBA TO REQUCE TTS ARMS LEVELS, END SUMMARY, |
2y MEMBERS OF USDEL (J.MATHEWS, G,JOMESs PLCLAPP) MET !
INFORMALLY DECEMBER 13 4JITH VLADIMIR CHERNYSHEVs DEPUTY
CHIEF LATIN AMERICAN DEPARTMENT, AND VADIMN (UZNETSOV,
FIRST SECRETARY USA DEPARTMENT, SOVIET ROREING MINISTRY, _
MATHEWS DESCRIBED PRINCIpAL UBJECTIVES MEXICAM GOVERNMENT i
SEEKING FROM SUPPLIERS IN THEIR AUGUST AND nCTUBER NDTES
AND SAID WE THOUGHT IT IN INTEREST OF BOTH S AND USSR
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TO RESPOND POSITIVELY AND ENCOURAGINGLY : |
TO THOSE APPRDACHES, 1IN yIEW OF STATEMENT =y AMBASSAOOR
MENDELEVICH THAT USSR VIEWED MEXICAN INITIATIVE FAVORABLY,
WE WERE PUZZLED aY APPARENT CONTRADICTINN e SLVIET
RELUCTANCE TO REPLY TN THE MEXICAN NQTE,
3y CHERNYSHEV SAID MENDECEVICH HAD ALSH SatD JDINT
COMMUNIQUE OUR nELS WNUD ISSUE COULD INCLUDE U'NE OR TwD
PHRASES IN SUPPORT NF MEXICAN INITIATIVE, AME THAT IN
ITSELF WOULD CONSTITUTE A POSITIVE RESPANSE. US SIDE
REPLIED THAT COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE WOULD NOT EAL ‘WITH
SUBSTANCE DF NOTES» WHICH IN OUR VIEW CALLE: FOR FORMAL
REPLYs CHERNYSHEV SAID It wOULD BE PREMATURE 70 REPLY,
SUVIETS HAD TALKED TD MEXICAN OFFICIACS, Whn TOLD THEM
THEIR zuxgqnvzvs REQUIRED MUCH ADDITIONAL WrRK, & HOW
INITIATIVE WILL EVOLVE IN FUTURE NOT QNLY
UNCLEAR TD' SOVIETS BUT 1o MEXICANS THEMSELVES, SOVIETS
ALSO RAISED BRAZIL'S REFUSAL TQ PARTICIPATE AS ANOTHER
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THEIR POSITION, BRAZIL 1S IMPORTANT
NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT IS THE LARGEST LATI™ AwzRICAN COUNTRY
BUT BECAUSE IT IS ARMS MANUFACTURER AND EXPFRTER,
SOVIETS ALS0 AWARE NF "CERTAIN RESERVATIONS EXPRESSED
AT AUGUST LATIN AMERICAV MEETING BY ARGENTI~A» "AND
PCSITION DF cusa IN THAT RESPECT IS ALSN Npt 14SIGNIFIw
CANT," TIME OF NEXT LATIN AMERICAN MEETIMNG NOT YET SET
AND MSOME LATIN AMERICANS HAVE TDLD US THAT IF IT TAKES
PLACE 1Y WILL ONLY BE A REPEAT OF THE AUGUSS MEETING,™
IN VIEW OF ALL THESE FACTIRS, IT IS PREMATURE FOR SOVIET
UNION TO DEFINE ITS ATTITUDE TOWARD MEXICAN INITIATIVE,
MATHEWS SAID WE SHARED SOVIET VIEW OF CIFFIruULTIES
FACING LATIN INITIATIVE BUT WE DREW THE OPPRSITE CONe
CLUSION, THE GREATER THE DBSTACLES THE MNORE IMPORTANT
IT 1S FOR YS TO OFFER ENCOURAGEMENT,
“v CHERNYSHEY SAID US ENTHUSIASM FHR MEXICAN INITIATIVE
WAS SUMEWHAT SURPRISING, 0DES THE 4S WISH T IMPAIR
THE 1962 USwSOVIET AGREEMENT ON CUBA BY :
SUPPORTING THE MEXICAM INITIATIVE?
MATHEWS SAED US ABIDES FIRMLY BY 1962 UDERSTALDING AND
SEES NO CONTRADICTION IN SUPPORTING MEXICAN PROPOSAL.,
WE DO NOT AGREE WITH ALL ASPECTS OF MEXICAN PROPOSAL BUT
BELIEVE 1T DESERVES ENCIURAGEMENT, .
5¢ CHERNYSHEV SAID USSR IN PRINCIPLE REGARPED INITIATIVE
WITH GREAT FAVOR, PERHAPS CUBA IN PRINCIP{F DIIES ALSO,
AS IT PARTICIPATED IN AYGUST MEETING, BUT SURELY US
WOULD NOT BENY THAT CUBA IS IN A RATHER SPEcIAL SITUATION
IN LATIN AMERICA. IF LATINS AGREE NN ARMS RESTRAINT AT
SOME TIME IN RUTURE, PARTICIPANTS MIGHT BE REQUIRED TN
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