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DIAS L E I T E : ITAIPU AGREEMENT CANNOT BE PREVENTED 

/ 

Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO i n Portuguese 18 Apr 73 P 7 X 

[Text] "Nothing can delay or prevent the forthcoming s i g n i n g of the. agreement which 
w i l l permit the c r e a t i o n of a mixed Brazilian-Paraguayan company f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the I t a i p u powerplant," d e c l a r e d M i n i s t e r of Mines and Energy Dias L e i t e yesterday. 

A r r i v i n g i n B r a s i l i a to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the m i n i s t e r i a l meeting c a l l e d by President . 
Medici, Dias L e i t e emphasized that the n e g o t i a t i o n s on I t a i p u are continuing a t a 
normal r a t e and a l l problems are being resolved s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . Because of t h i s he 
gave assurance t h a t the document w i l l b# signed next week during the v i s i t by President 
S t r o e s s n e r . President Medici meets today with the m i n i s t e r of mines and energy to 
d i s c u s s the f i n a l d e t a i l s f o r the s i g n i n g of the agreement with the Government of 
Paraguay next week. 

Yesterday the President t a l k e d on the s u b j e c t w i t h Foreign M i n i s t e r Gibson Barboza at 
an audience a t P l a n a l t o Palace. The f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r made a report cn the p a r t i c i p a 
t i o n of the B r a z i l i a n d e l e g a t i o n to the OAS General Assembly i n Washington. 

" I can assure' you t h a t the agreement on I t a i p u w i l l be signed during the v i s i t by 
P resident S t r o e s s n e r to B r a z i l , " d e clared Paraguayan Ambassador to B r a z i l Rear Adm J . 
Wenceslau B e n i t e s . He added: "There i s no power that can a l t e r the w i l l i n g n e s s of the 
two c o u n t r i e s to b u i l d the l a r g e s t h y d r o e l e c t r i c p l a n t i n the world. I do not a t t r i b u t e 
the s l i g h t e s t importance to s e n s a t i o n a l i s t s p e c u l a t i o n s and commentaries now c i r c u l a t i n g . 
I can say i n advance t h a t the agreement i s ready. At t h i s time there i s only work on 
the f i n a l adjustments of the t e x t i n the Spanish v e r s i o n and other minor o b j e c t i o n s to 
words. 

"This i s work which i s g e n e r a l l y time consuming and requires s t u d i e s and meetings. I 
can say t h a t everything i s going normally with the g r e a t e s t understanding. Everything 
i s calm on I t a i p u . " The ambassador explained that he did not know the t e c h n i c a l 
d e t a i l s of the p r o j e c t but he was sure t h a t no misunderstanding e x i s t e d between the two 
governments as of t h i s moment. " i t a i p u i s a good t h i n g f o r B r a z i l and Paraguay. There 
i s no reason f o r misunderstanding," he concluded. 

o v e r a l l command of the f l e e t , r e p l a c i n g Admiral Jose Uzeda de^CSj^J^ra^-howas put on 
the r e s e r v e r o l l s l a s t month: The ceremony was held aboard t h e a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r Minas 
Gerais and was attended by the commanders of the 1 s t Army, the 1 s t Naval D i s t r i c t , and 
the 3d A i r Zone. [Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL i n . Portuguese-5 Apr 73 p 22 X] 

MISSION TO PRC--Rio de J a n e i r o , 21 Apr—The chairman of the B r a z i l i a n A s s o c i a t i o n of 
E x p o r t e r s , F i u l i t e Coutinho, has announced that a second B r a z i l i a n trade mission w i l l 
v i s i t the PRC t h i s year. The f i r s t m ission v i s i t e d the PRC i n October 1972. [Havana 
PRELA i n Spanish 15^5 GMT 21 Apr 73 C—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY] 

-•vaEIOT MINISTER'S T R I P — B r a s i l i a , B r a z i l , 23 A p r — B r a z i l i a n Foreign M i n i s t e r Mario Gibson 
"•• ?*boza announced today upcoming v i s i t s to f i v e Andean c o u n t r i e s — V e n e z u e l a , Colombia, 
• i» , iduador and B o l i v i a . A f t e r s t r e s s i n g B r a z i l ' s s o l i d a r i t y with the l a t i n American 
..i."'.nent, Gibson Barboza s t a t e d t h a t the v i s i t s , f o r which no dates have been announced, 

w i l l be p a r t of'an ''intensive, coherent, and constant" B r a z i l i a n p o l i c y of rapprochement 
-•ii - . ' : i t s L a t i n American neighbors. I t was u n o f f i c i a l l y learned t h a t Gibson Barboza w i l l 

sXa t r i p i n l a t e May or e a r l y June. [Mexico C i t y IWFORMEX i n Spanish 1916 GMT 
Apr 73 P—FOH OFFICIAL USE ONLY] 
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