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SUBJECT: CUBAN INTERVENTION IN CONTEXT WORLD SITUATION

le IN CONVERSATION LAST =VeENING WITH DR. MANUeL MANTILLA,
PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY, He ReFERReD TO ReCENT CRITICISNM OF THe
US (EMBTEL 62©6) BY MEMBERS OF GUVERNMENT PARTY (AN OBVIOUS
REFERENCE TO CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENTS BY DRe CARLOS ANDRES
PEREZ AND OTHERS WHO HAVE ALLEGEZD A LACK OF Us UDETERMINATION
IN FACING UP TO THE PROBLEM BY CASTRO). HE SAID THLSE

POINTS OF VIEW DO NOT REPRESENT THe ATTITUDz OF THE cAeCUTIVE
BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT » We DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS THE
CRITICAL WORLD SITUATION: VIEINAM, THE MID=-£AST CRISIS, AND
CASTROITE INTERVENTION IN HEMISPHiRE. DR. MANTILLA SPOKe WITH
UNDERSTANDING OF PROBLEMS WHICH PRESID&NT JUHNSON HAS SORNe
WITH COURAGE AND DETERMINATION, He SAID PRESIDeNT JOHNSON'S
PERFORMANCE HAS BiilN MAGNIFICANT, OR AS VENEZUELANS SAY:
GUAPO. HE STATeD THAT BECAUSE US IS GREAT POWER, TENDENCY

IS TO BELIEVE US CAN MEET ANY SITUATION AND THEREFORE THERE
1S DISPOSITION TO PILE MORE AND MORe PROELEMS ON ITS SHOULDERS.

2. ON CUBAN PROBLEM, HE SAIDHTE BELIEVED PERSONALLY THAT
ECONOMIC PRESSURE WAS MOST PROMISING AVENUE FOR ACHIEVING
RESULTS. ALSO A BUILDUP OF INTERNAL SeCURITY FORCES BY
VENEZUELA AND OTHER NATIONS AFFECTED BY CASIRO INTERVENTION
1S ESSENTIAL AS WELL AS FORWARD PROGR&ESS TOWARDS LATIN AMERICAN
UNITY. He THEW ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH HE AND GOV SUPPORTED POLICY
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| OF NON=INTERVENTION, THERE WAS A ReEALITY TO0 BE FACED,

o THE GOV, HE SAID, I5 WATCHING CLUSELY THe ACTIONS OF THE
SOVIET UNION AND BELIEVES THAT IT HAS DETECTeD A HARDENING
OF MOSCOW'S LINEs A VOLLEY OF ATTACKS (BOMBARDzO) AGAINST
VENEZUELA HAS COME FORTH IN RECENT DAYS. DR. MANTILLA STATED
THAT HE WISHED TO REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE EMBASSY IN
THE CRITICAL DAYS AHEAD.

4, COMMENT: IT IS BELIEVED THAT DR. MANTILLA CALLED ME TO
MIRAFLORES FOR THIS CONVERSATION TO GIVe BALANCE TO CRITICLISNMS
OF US, GROWING OUT OF VENEZUELAN FRUSTRATION, BY LEADERS OF

THE AD PARTY., ALTHOUGH DR« MANTILLA REMARKS RE ReALITY TO

BE FACED CANNOT BE CONSID&aRED AN ENDURSEMENT OF THz IAPF,

IT5 INDICATES SOMe THINKING TOWARDS A BETTER HEMISPHERE SECURITY
SYSTEM TAKING PLACL.
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