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An engineer turned
politician, Aureliano Chavas
is held in high esteem by a
v/ide variety of groups and.
individuals. Because of this
broad base of good feeling
and his competent perfonnance
as Governor (1975-78) of
Mir.as Gerais, Brazil's second
most populous state, ha has
long been seen as a man with
a bright political future.
Early in 1373 President Ernesto Gaisel haad-picked Chaves to
be President-elect Joao Figusiredo's running mate. The
choice was duly ratified in April by the official government
party (ARENA), and the Figueiredo-Chaves ticket wen the
indirect national election of 15 October, On 15 March 1979
the new admihi strati oh will take office for a six-year term.
Still young (49), Chaves could be in a good position to become
President in 1935, thereby bringing about a peaceful transition
from military to civilian rule.

The more liberal elements In Brazil respect Chaves because
of his past support for congressional autonomy and his current
advocacy of political reform. At the same time, however, he
has managed to avoid alienating military conservatives because
he is a staunch anticcniiiunist who does not engage in demagoguery
when presenting his reformist ideas. A trusted supporter of
both Geisel and Figuairedo, Chaves apparently subscribes to
their gradualist approach toward introducing a greater measure
of democracy in Brazil. In a January 1978 press interview, he
recognized the need for political reconciliation but opposed a
general amnesty as impractical at this time. In another inter
view the following month, he appeared to be amenable to the
creation of a Brazilian socialist party; but he made it clear .
that he would rely entirely on Figueiredc's timing in all such
matters.

Attitude Toward the United States

Chaves is friendly toward the uni tei states, which he ylsited
in l'j75 on a i-oreign Leader Grant. , Ba La- ievas, hc-vever, thao
this count'";-'s emphasis on human --ic.hts res neeciessiy e. ace'--
betid relations wi ch 3ra.zil, enccwragi.ng the governmenr.'s opoonent;
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"u ; : tu2i tyoss—have bssn tiv" rscte'i-
The "/ce Pre^ident-aiecl: :io:;.irohtly ad^irea ^'r-^sidert
spetni fdv-'str, Zbignlew •-.•iki, ar.d i lhos tc cjote Mm
1.1 Inpronto speeches.

Early Career and Personal Do:.■

^Chaves holds an engineering dagrse hVoit) the E'ectrctech-
Hical Institute cf Itajuba. He taugnt at his -aiuia Deter and
wos a director of ElectrobrSo—the Brazilian ElectMcal Enter--
prise—before turning to politics. Siibsecuently, he was a
deputy (136.3-54) and cabinet Defiber OSS4,-€5) In Minas .Perais
a.nd then a nieDbar of the Fed-eral Chamber of o-apucTas (1367-75}.
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^  . 25X6u.icVSS is) forcetul public orator. He s^eits to
prefer irnprov 1 sed spsachos ^ tr.at incluue gj-iu tat ions Troai Montascuieu,
Mofitaigns, Snakespsare dnd the Biole. Married to the fonter
Minelyi?i.a Sanches, the Vice Presidsnt-eiecc das thr--e children.
He speaks a little English.
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