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An engineer turnad
'po]1u1rian Aureliano Chavas
is nh21d in hich estezm by a
wide variaty of groups arnd.
individuals. Because of this
broad base of good feeling
and nis competent pderformance
as Governor (1975- 78) ot
Minas Gerais, Brazil's secona , % Gt ,
most populous state, he has |
long been seen 235 a man with
a brignt pelitical future.
Early in 1978 President Ernesto Geisel hapd-picked Chavas to
be Pr051dent-e1ert Jo3o F1gJ°1r°d~‘s running mata. The
choice was duly ratified in April by the official govarnment
party (ARENA), and the Figueiredo-Chavas ticket wicn the
1nd1ract national election of 15 Ccteber. OCn 15 March 1979
the new administration will take office fer a six-year term.
Still young (49), Chaves cculd be in a goed position to becoma
President in 1985, th*rabj bringing ubouf a peaceful transition.
from n111tary to civiiian rule.

4 The more 11uera1 eiements in Brazil respect Chaves because
of his past support for congressional autsnemy and his current :
advocacy of political reform. At the seme time, however, he
has managed to avoid alienating military cecnservatives because
na is a staunch anticermunist who does not engage in damagoguery

.When presenting nis reformist ideas. A trusted :uapor*e“ or
both Geisel and Figuairedo, Chaves apparently subscribes to
their gradualist approach toward introducing a greater measurz
of democracy in Brazil. In a January 1978 prass interviaw, he
recognized the nead for political reconciliation but ODDODEd a
general amnesty as impractical at this time. in another intar-
vieW the following month, he apseared to ba zmenable t2 the
creation of a Brazilian socialist party; but he made it clear

- that ne weuld rely eatiraly on Figuairede's timing in all such

matiars.
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