
to the commands of his master to
the most cruel punishment threat-
ening not only him but also the
members of his family.

This is why freedom is not only
a political postulate, but no less a

postulate of every religious or

secular morality.

The Struggle for Freedom

Yet for thousands of years a

considerable part of mankind was

either entirely or at least in many
regards deprived of the faculty to
choose between what is right and
what is wrong. In the status soci-
ety of days gone by the freedom to
act according to their own choice
was, for the lower strata of soci-
ety, the great majority of the
population, seriously restricted by
a rigid system of controls. An out-
spoken formulation of this princi-
ple was the statute of the Holy
Roman Empire that conferred
upon the princes and counts of the
Reich the power and the right to
determine the religious allegiance
of their subjects.

The Orientals meekly acquiesced
in this state of affairs. But the
Christian peoples of Europe and
their scions that settled in over-

seas territories never tired in their
struggle for liberty. Step by step
they abolished all status and caste
privileges and disabilities until
they finally succeeded in establish-
ing the system that the harbingers
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of totalitarianism try to smear by
calling it the bourgeois system.

The Supremacy of the Consumers

The economic foundation of this
bourgeois system is the market
economy in which the consumer is
sovereign. The consumer, i.e.,
everybody, determines by his
buying or abstention from buying
what should be produced, in what
quantity and of what quality. The
businessmen are forced by the in-
strumentality of profit and loss to
obey the orders of the consumers.

Only those enterprises can flourish
that supply in the best possible
and cheapest way those commodi-
ties and services which the buyers
are most anxious to acquire. Those
who fail to satisfy the public suf-
fer losses and are finally forced to
go out of business.

In the precapitalistic ages the
rich were the owners of large
landed estates. They or their an-

cestors had acquired their prop-
erty as gifts —feuds or fiefs —

from the sovereign who — with
their aid — had conquered the
country and subjugated its inhabit-
ants. These aristocratic landown-
ers were real lords as they did not
depend on the patronage of buyers.
But the rich of a capitalistic in-
dustrial society are subject to the
supremacy of the market. They
acquire their wealth by serving
the consumers better than other

people do- and they forfeit their
wealth when other people satisfy
the wishes of the consumers better
or cheaper than they do. In the
free market economy the owners
of capital are forced to invest it
in those lines in which it best
serves the public. Thus ownership
of capital goods is continually
shifted into the hands of those
who have best succeeded in serv-

ing the consumers. In the market
economy private property is in this
sense a public service imposing
upon the owners the responsibility
of employing it in the best inter-
ests of the sovereign consumers.
This is what economists mean
when they call the market econo-

my a democracy in which every
penny gives a right to vote.

The Political Aspects of Freedom

Representative government is
the political corollary of the mar-

ket economy. The same spiritual
movement that created modern
capitalism substituted elected of-
ficeholders for the authoritarian
rule of absolute kings and heredi-
tary aristocracies. It was this
much-decried bourgeois liberalism
that brought freedom of con-

science, of thought, of speech, and
of the press and put an end to the
intolerant persecution of dis-
senters.

A free country is one in which
every citizen is free to fashion his

life according to his own plans. He
1s free to compete on the market
for the most desirable jobs and on

the political scene for the highest
offices. He does not depend more

on other peoples’ favor than these
others depend on his favor. If he
wants to succeed, he has on the
market to satisfy the consumers
and in public affairs to satisfy the
voters. This system has brought
to the -capitalistic countries of
Western Europe, America, and
Australia an unprecedented in-
crease in population figures and
the highest standard of living ever

known in history. The much
talked-about common man has at
his disposal amenities of which the
richest men in precapitalistic ages
did not even dream. He is in a po-
sition to enjoy the spiritual and
intellectual achievements of sci-
ence, poetry, and art that in earlier
days were accessible only to a

small elite of well-to-do people.
And he is free to worship as his
conscience tells him.

The Socialist Misrepresentation
of the Market Economy

All the facts about the opera-
tion of the capitalistic system are

misrepresented and distorted by
the politicians and writers who ar-

rogated to themselves the label of
liberalism, of the school of thought
that in the nineteenth century has
crushed the arbitrary rule of mon-


