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Leonel Brizzola Atbacks the Embassgy and the Alliance for Progress
,f;\

In an exclugive interview with
Braagll, Apr tl u {copy cncloaed), Ric
Tovern: mc'* Leonel Deigzola gives his m the
curvrent Brazilian ncene. He followus clos ’Ly the sanc
iine he ooh; recently in his statenent on Janio
Quadros (see Inbassy "ofapub ch 771 of 19.3‘”11 30) but
goes coven further in vicilougly attacking the United
States and the !\“.mam for Progress. .‘sls language

and gpproach show inereasing use of Marzist language
m conecepta.

ic do sul

According to a press report, on April 10, Almino

Afonno, recently realected E’c;:,? a narvow margin) leader

of the PID in the Chamber of Depubtlies and leader of the

Party's extreme left wing, se ub a telegram of support

to Drd zegola and read 1t into the C 0*‘(’;983&0&'&1 Record.

"I agree in kind number and degrec with all you said. W
L inalst on ¢ wecessity of a bLroad L.kile~”zfq1.f iing \

che

among men of the same political views, with the
greatest urgency or clase we shall sce even padder days

in our counbtry.” \

\‘\

A4 N

Afteor reiterating his demand for a plebescite and returm X‘

preaidentialism in terms similar to thome '-‘Jc»rc"w’;rw;ff in N

Embassy Despatch 771, uu_mxﬂ& urne to the forth c*:m*u'u:,, 0,

f»c tobar eleetions: "Lver eything indicates that an 2CC nomle
conspiraecy is beling lcad?ou %o "'"‘r')'-“ﬂ.f_\):‘r.! the clections into \g
an czp-\.u' e without the transcendental significance they should R
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have as arn inotrument of the process of soclal transformation.
The econonic oligarchies are beconing active, the persong implicated
in the srollative process spare no resources to elect throughout
the councry deputies and senators who will be agrecable to re=-
actionay represenbation, and that rep?eaentaﬁion can come %o
pouer caly on rivers of money If in Argentina, the Prussian
| pouer wrecked the elections, in Brazil the economic power, a
bit more maliclous, will arrange, not for the U?GCkihg? but
for tre frustration of the cbjectives of the election.”

Brizzola calls for an clectoral reform law as the best
means of combatting these influences, without giving any details
of tae features to be embodied thereln. Presumably he would
like to see an end tc the literacy requirement for voters,
whizh would enlarge hig base cnormously.

Alliance for Progress

“"As conductea nou, it is nothing morc than a program of
rec=colonialiosn.” Uhile claining to finance progress in Latin
merica, the fact that no concessions are made in trade nor

in aiding Latin America control of her own industries, means,

in fact, that Latin Amcrica is financing the progress of the

United States; in these circumstances, the Alliance iz an

instrument of the Cold Var, an inatrument of political coercion
against Latin America, Brizzola sald.

Also, there arc insuperable contradictions in the Alliance,
for example, how can one c¢xpect basic reforms to be made,
Brizzcola asks, when the resources of the Alliance are furnished,
as in Ecuador and Venezuela, %o groups who maintain themselves
in power only through prescervation of the existling condermed
structure.

The United States Lmbasay

Bizzola's direct attack on the Enbagsy in the tocrms used
iB an innovation. According to the Governor, the Embassy effcects
“practically, the political corruption of Brazil" /it ig/ "a
species of super-govermment, since it dlstributcs among
Governors, Mayors, businessmen. etc., recommendations for
financial favers which, properly, is within the competence of
the Brazilian Federal Government and its official credit
agenciles."”

"This outpouring of money is made with the objective of
deforming the decisicons of the ballot-box, and to impede the
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formation of a national Parliament capable of voting in the
measures necessary to promote economlc cmancipation of the
country from the United States. The Embassy finances, thusly,
political corruption as a means of maintaining our country as

a dependency of the corporations and the trusts. I consider

this neddling a true act of alienation of our national sovereignty.
I am not content with this and have decided to draft a complaint
to the Pederal Government in the name of the Govermment of

Rio Grande dc Sul. Should this malevoient intervention persist,
1 prefer to see ry state excluded from the part of Drazll touched
by the Alliance for Progress."

Qun Political Plans

Brizzola said he would goon announce his deecision with
regard to standing for Federal Depuby from the State of Guanabara.
(He is constitutionally prohibited from succeeding himself as
Governor. A campaign in Guansbara would bring him into sharp
and widely-publicized contact with the violently anti-Commmunist
Governor Carlos Iacerda.) "What is most important to me is that
the new Parliament have the largest possible number of independent
popular representatives, auvthentic public men, deputies and
senators who do not confuse their personal intercsts with those
of the nation."”

Program of Reform

Brizzola listed the following reforms as "indispensable”:
(1) Agrarian reform ~ "ap a condition of the creation of a larger
internal market and the possibllity of a hetter field for
industrial development.” (2) Urban reform - to face "the reality
of this country wvhere nillions of families live in shacks, huts
and shanty towms."” (3) BEducational reform - "so that education
will no longer be, in Brazil, a caste privilege as well as a
lucrative industry” (private schools). ?&) Reform of the control
and administration of foreign trade, commercial, economic and
financial relations with the United States, other countries and
economic groups, in sum, with the whole world, a spoliative
process that tranaforms Brazil into a 'punctured can' from
which our financial resources drain out.” (5) Revision of national
planning to correct clags and regional inequities. (6) Legisla-
tive reform - "so that Parliament can vote with greater speed
the laws that the country lacks." (7) Tax reform to correct the
inequity of the distribution of wealth. (8) Reform of the
elvil code. f9) Ad ninistrative reform to "remove bureaucratic
obstacles.” (10) Reform of the national communications system.

Socializgation

"Socialization of basic industry is the fundamental condition
for the economic emancipation of the country,” and, acecording to
Brizzola, history shows that this can be done by revolution,
although this does not necessarily mean by violence. "Violence
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comeg from those who oppose the rovolution, who want to maintain
the regime of private property in those basic industries.”

Expropriation

He said the selzuze of the I.7.8 T. subgidiary was done
only to serve the interests of his state. He denied that
President Goulart resented the fact that he had not been con-
sulted prior to the act.

Agrarian Reform

Regarding accusations that he had fomented land seizures by
peasants, he said "Up £i1l T, the Governnent of my state has
assured property righta. As uovornoﬂ, I feel equally obliged
to assure the right to congregate of agricultural workers, since
they have done 80 in a perfectly orderly fashion. The Government
has the duty to hear the complaints of those who want land to
work, with the same patience it hears the agpeals of credit
bankers and other requests from landouners.

Comment: Although other political figures use the United
States as a geapegoat, and call for soclalization of basic
industries and other extreme measures, none, oxcept acknowledged
Communists, are so dogmatic and vituperative. Brizzola's
approach may prove toc extreme even for Janilo Quadrog, though
this remains to be seen. DBrizzola is attempting to create a
national issue for the elcction campaign, but the reception
accorded such an out-and-~out anti-U.S. bias is unlikely to
be a warm one. The national mood is doubtless favorable to
reforms but thelr enactment iz more apt to be entrusted to more
prestigious, moderate reformersg than to DBrizgzola who will £ind
it hard to attract to his banner any important support not
openly Communist or the equivalent.

It is difficult to say whether Almino Afonso's gtatement of
support of Drizzola is a genuine endorsement of the specifics of
Brizzola's vieuws, or simply pericdic maintenance of his oun image
as an extreme nationalist.

For the Chargé d'Affaires, a.i.:
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Pﬁilipfﬂaine Ly Harry Ueiner
Political Counselor Second Secretary

of Embassy
Enclosure:

Governoy Brigzsola's inbterview
with Rio's Jornal do Brasil of
April 8.
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