Al

FOL (5)
!D < f J‘&

BRAS (5)

CcF

=4

Department of State

INFO : AmSubassy ROME

AnBubassy RIO DE JANEIRO January 3, 1964

Brazilian Archibishops Orxder Lay Catholic Groups
to Cease Leftist Activities
Bobasey's A-662 of November 27, 1963

BEGIN UNCLASSIFILD

Adbout the beginning of December, the Central Committee of
the National Conference of Hrazilian Bishops (CNBB) addressed a
letter, prepared during the Ecuumenical Council in Rome, to
Candido Padim, Gemeral Advisor (Assgistente) of Drazilian
Cathoiic Action (Agao Catolica Brasileirsa~--ACS) and Na.‘&:l.anal
gidvisax of Catholic University Youth (Juventude Universitaria
Catoli. ca==JUC), ordering these organizations to refrain from
genexalized cooperation with non-Catholic leftist groups,
a@specially the student Fopular Action (AcSo Popular--AP). The
text of tais letter was read in the Federal Chamber of Deputies
by FDC Deputy Cild Furtado, and published in the December 28
issue of Jormal ¢o Brasil,

The directives contained in the letter remind ACB that it
must follow the true teachings and social doctrime of the
church, ia close cogperetion with the regularxr church hierarchy.
in particular, it must baware of the Popular Actionm groups:

"{Wa) manifest to our advisors and militants the pre-
oscupation of the Bishops with Popular Action. This
movesent, by its naturalist oviemtation, does not

reprssent authentic Christian thought, and although

having positive aspocis in some dioceses, has caused ~
serious damege in various othezrs."
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