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1. Brazilian press largely igmored N¥T articles umtil
court restraining order sought and cbtainmed by Fedexal
Covermment. Treatment after that bas beem relatively
detached observation of intermal controversy. LEveal
has been used by some papers for subtle criticisa of
GOB by means of calling attention to USG resort te
legal action rather tham authoritarian measures, even
in face alleged improper disclosures security
information.
2. Although Embassy officers have held informal 1
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‘com#rsatim with COB officials on Viet-Nam in last 24
hours, no mention made by Braziliams of NYT articles. |
Up to this point matter appears to be viewed by officials, ]
like press, largely in context US domestic debate om J
Viet-Nam, and we have heard no gemeralizations om guarding
security information or conclusions drawn for US-Brazilianm
relations.

3. However, GOB and Brazilisns take security very
seriously, and their confidence imn ability of USC to
protect classified information clearly could be shaken by
events as reported here. I have no doubt that if they
believed practice of publication of classified information
might extend beyond Viet-Nam conflict in which they have
relatively minor interest, and danger existed of compromise
in security information affecting US-Braziliam relatioms,
damage would be dome to those relatioms and willingness of %
GOB to share confidences with us. Moreover, I believe
Brazil, as well as other nations which look to US as

main source of stremgth in defense of free world, would be
profoundly shaken in their comfidence im our comtinued

ability to meet cur obligations and responsibility

should it appear that US system rendered it impossible |
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to maintain security so obviecusly required if effective

defense is to be maintained. GP=1
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