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DE ANTONIO CALLADO

Antodnio Callado’s novels present a recur-
rent mythic pattern — the archetype of
the hero’s quest. The quest represents the
psychological evolution of the hero to-
wards himself and can be summarized as
follows: a separation from the communi-
ty, an initiation into an unknown world
where the hero faces obstacles, and rein-
tegration into the community, once he
overcomes them.

I discuss here the use of this archetype in
relation to the political situation of
Brazil post-64 as seen in some- of
Callado’s novels. I focus specifically” on
Sempreviva (1981), showing how the
hero’s individual quest parallels a political
one, the final objective of which is to
bring about a change in the status quo to
the benefit of the hero’s community.
































