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EDITORIAL 

With the success of Silviano Santiago 's Nas Malhas da Letra, a 
collection of essays published earlier this year, Brazilian literary criticism 
has veered more openly toward a new direction - the unabashed study of 
contemporary fiction as a cultural phenomenon of significant importance . 
Unlike other most notable Brazilian critics, Santiago ventures a wide 
assessment of the trajectory of Brazilian contemporary fiction, attesting to 
the anarchic forms reflected within its Postmodernist thrust as well as to 
the surging vitality of the novel as a malleable genre, alive and well, 
despite the protestations of th~_se who seek the comforting unity of epics 
and other traditionally mimetic narratives . Along with a deft evaluation of 
Modernism as a contrast to contemporary literary currents, Santiago 
provides an incisive and propitious view of twentieth-century Brazilian 
literature from the optic of the 1980s which, as a decade of mounting 
disappointments, is now coming to its frustrating end just as the century's 

last decade is about to begin. The dashed expectations of the New 
Republic, the failure of the Cruzado Plan, and the dissatisfaction with the 
political programs of candidates in the long-awaited free elections, made 
the 1980s a vivid mirror for viewing the contemporary crises and changes, 
cultural and otherwise, that chronically plague Brazil . 

If Santiago's book of essays heralds, for a wider Brazilian public, 
the open discussion of contemporary fiction and Postmodernity, albeit the 
latter's proclaimed demise among international literary theorists, there are 
other signs that this debate is commanding more recognition and study in 
Brazil . Already in 1986, the prestigious Revista do Brasil . N!? 5, edited by 
Heloísa Buarque de Hollanda , had dedicated this issue entitled "Literatura 
anos 80" to Postmodernism, with essays by such critics as José Guilherme 
Merquior , Flora Sussekind , Sérgio Paulo Rouanet, and others, including 
Silviano Santiago. And more recently, the Jornal do Brasil (Sept, 2, '89) 
announced and published a winning essay, "Nos Trilhos da Ficção", on 
Postmodern fiction , submitted to the much-coveted Prêmio ldéias 
Lufthansa de Ensaios 1989. This essay by Nízia Villaça and Márcio 



Salgado brings to the newspaper public a critically lucid picture of 
contemporary fiction, as though the declared shift from the elitist to the 
popular reader of literature, in a postindustrial consumer society 
overpowered by the mass media, were being extended to literary criticism 
as well. Discussing such issues as the semiological proclivity of 
Postmodernist thought opposition to Modernism's semantic approach of 
logocentric autonomy, or the unifying and totalizing direction of the 
modernists in contrast to the incomplete and mutilated posture of the 
postmodernists - so appropriately evoked in the title of Rubem Fonseca's 
latest novel, Vastas emoções e pensamentos imperfeitos -, the above 
prize-winning essay confirms the arrival on the Brazilian cultural scene of 
a more visible debate revolving arround contemporary fiction with its 
problems and provocations. The modernist quest for national identity, 
frequently symbolized by the individual hero, no longer dominates 
contemporary Brazilian narratives . Rather than an individual identity, we 
instead have the many individual masks of the individual haunting the 
hearts and minds of contemporary writers . 

Sensitive to this exciting direction manifested in contemporary 
Brazilian literature and criticism, Brasil!Bra zil includes in its third issue a 
contribution to this debate with the essay "Da Utopia à Nostalgia" as well 
as a review of Hotel Atlântico, a bestselling postmodernist novel by João 
Gilberto Noll. Also, in view of our on-going interest in the vibrant voice 
of Brazilian feminine fiction, we have selected an essay on Clarice 
Lispector along with reviews of recent fiction by two other established 
women writers, Lygia Fagundes Telles and Nélida Pifion. ln addition, the 
reassessment of the past, distant as well as immediate, appears in the 
essays addressing the demise of cultural myth in Lima Barreto and the 
idealist programs of the CPCs during the 1960s. Rounding out this issue's 
contributions, and affirming Brasil !Brazif s binational impulse, is the first 
English translation of "Retábulo de Santa Joana Carolina," a major short 
story by Osman Lins. As we dose the 1980s with this issue, Brasil!Bra zil 

looks to the 1990s with ever-increasing binational articulation. 
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