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This work is the catalog of an exhibition held in the
summer of 1992 at the Hirshhorn Museum. The purpose of the
exhibition was to show that “from the mid-1910s through the
1940s a number of Latin Americans not only assimilated but
also actively confronted and altered vanguard European
aesthetics to suit their own cultural visions”. Thus, they are
examined not only as pioneer modernists but innovators who
transformed European-originated styles into a cross-culturally
diverse content anticipating international modernism.

There are generational and stylistic differences between
the artists selected. The Mexican, Diego Rivera, and the
Uruguayan, Joaquin Torres-Garcia, are the earliest
representatives of cross-cultural modernism. The former is
defined in terms of his Cubist style and Mexican nationalist
themes; the latter as a geometric formalist unconcerned with a
local focus for such an aesthetic. The later representatives are
the Cuban, Wilfredo Lam, and the Chilean, Roberto Matta. Both
are Surrealists, the former inculcating themes of santeria into
his work, the latter indifferent to local themes.

The thesis which this work presents is not difficult to
accept, indeed has even become commonplace. The cross-
fertilization of Western European and Latin American modernist








