
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 26, 1967 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXCHANGE OF TOASTS BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
AND PRESIDENT-ELECT ARTURO DA COSTA E SILVA 
OF BRAZIL 

STATE DINING ROOM 

AT 2:25 P.M. EST 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t Costa e S i l v a , 
Madame Costa e S i l v a , E x c e l l e n c i e s , d i s t i n g u i s h e d guests: 

I t i s a good day f o r us when one of our f e l l o w 
Americans comes to v i s i t us i n t h i s house. I t i n s p i r e s us 
to f e e l again how very much we have i n common i n t h i s Hemisphere 
how interdependent we r e a l l y are — and how very c l o s e l y our 
d e s t i n i e s are woven together. 

We even t r y to b r i n g the weather i n t o l i n e — so 
th a t a Washington winter day w i l l not be many degrees removed 
from a B r a z i l i a n summer. 

Very soon, now, s i r , you and I w i l l have even more 
to share. 

I mean, what our P r e s i d e n t Thomas J e f f e r s o n s a i d , 
"the s p l e n d i d misery" of n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p . 

A f t e r March 15, th a t mixture of splendor and misery 
w i l l be your d a i l y f a r e , as i t i s mine. 

You w i l l know splendor, as you work f o r a more 
abundant l i f e f o r your people. 

And you w i l l c e r t a i n l y know misery, as you t r y to 
hard to d i s c o v e r , not only how to do what i s r i g h t , but to 
di s c o v e r what i s r e a l l y r i g h t . The only c e r t a i n t y , Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t , i s t h a t you w i l l have to a c t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y f o r you and me, our c o u n t r i e s are b l e s s e d 
with g r e a t n a t u r a l wealth. They are b l e s s e d with c o n f i d e n t 
and vigorous people. We are b i g . We are s t i l l growing. W e 
can s t i l l experiment. We can s t i l l make mistakes and s t i l l 
s urvive. 

The assurance t h a t our people seek i s not th a t we 
make no mistakes, but t h a t we s h a l l r e a l l y never t i r e of 
seeking education for our c h i l d r e n — b e t t e r h e a l t h f o r a l l 
of our f a m i l i e s — b e t t e r housing f o r a l l of our people — 
and equal j u s t i c e f o r every man. They can t o l e r a t e honest 
e r r o r , but they cannot abide i n d i f f e r e n c e . 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t , I know the goals t h a t you 
seek f o r the good people of B r a z i l . 

For our p a r t , we here i n America s h a l l do a l l t h a t 
we can do to t r y to help you a t t a i n those g o a l s . The United 
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S t a t e s , today as i n the past, has much a t stake i n B r a z i l . 

You were our comrades i n the Second War. I s h a l l 
not f o r get t h a t you were the f i r s t to j o i n us i n helping the 
Dominican people r e s i s t t o t a l i t a r i a n r u l e — i n making i t 
p o s s i b l e f o r them to f r e e l y choose t h e i r own d e s t i n y i n s t e a d 
of having i t imposed upon them. That, s i r , was an a c t of 
re s p o n s i b l e statesmanship f o r which every f r e e nation of 
America should be g r a t e f u l . 

S i r , we welcome you to t h i s c a p i t a l and to t h i s house. 
Know t h a t as geography has made us neighbors, h i s t o r y and hope 
have made us f r i e n d s . 

Our good and d e l i g h t f u l f r i e n d s , who have honored 
us with your presence today, I should l i k e to ask a l l of you 
to j o i n w ith me i n a t o a s t to His E x c e l l e n c y , P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t 
Costa e S i l v a and to the great n a t i o n of B r a z i l . 

PRESIDENT-ELECT COSTA E SILVA: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , I 
would l i k e to confess t h a t as a m i l i t a r y man I may not be 
endowed with your r h e t o r i c a l s k i l l and the p r a c t i s e t h a t has 
j u s t been d i s p l a y e d by the i l l u s t r i o u s man whom now I might 
c a l l my f r i e n d , the P r e s i d e n t of the United S t a t e s . 

S t a r t i n g with the weather, we found out today here 
t h a t here i s a man who r e a l l y r u l e s over the heavens. I n my 
country when we say t h a t a man r u l e s over the heavens, t h a t 
means t h a t he i s , indeed, a powerful man. 

That e x p r e s s i o n a p p l i e s very w e l l to what has happened 
here today as we are greeted with an i d e a l s p r i n g day. 

Therefore, I am indeed very g r a t e f u l . I must say 
th a t I am convinced, however, t h a t the magnificent day t h a t 
we are enjoying today i s , indeed, the work of a Supreme Being 
t h a t r e i g n s above a l l of us, be i t nature, or i n my own b e l i e f 
i t i s the work of the Lord. 

I want to say t h a t throughout my t r i p a l l over the 
world we have been b l e s s e d with a great d e a l of luck and good 
fortune. I c o n s i d e r t h a t t h i s fortune i s r e a l l y a harbinger 
of b e t t e r things to come. I envisage them i n a most favorable 
manner and I envisage them i n a c l i m a t e of very good fortune 
i n my forthcoming a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the government which I 
am about to assume. 

I c o n s i d e r myself very f o r t u n a t e to have had t h i s 
i n t e r v a l which was, perhaps, a matter of controversy. I mean 
t h i s i n t e r v a l between my e l e c t i o n and my forthcoming inauguration 
T h i s i n t e r v a l , t h i s break, gave me an unequalled opportunity 
to study, to look i n t o and to endeaver to know the problems 
not only of my country but a l s o of the world. 

J u s t a few moments ago, I r e c e i v e d from a r e a l l y 
true statesman a magnificent l e s s o n i n what l i e s ahead f o r me. 
Now I f e e l more able to endure w i t h equanimity and f o r t i t u d e 
t h a t " splendid misery" to which you j u s t made a r e f e r e n c e , 
Mr. P r e s i d e n t , and of which I al r e a d y have had a f o r e t a s t e 
i n the three y e a r s t h a t have followed our r e v o l u t i o n . 
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I am, t h e r e f o r e , most g r a t e f u l to you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t , 
because I have j u s t heard a v o i c e of a man who c a r r i e s on h i s 
shoulders a tremendous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , not only before t h i s 
g r e a t e s t country of a l l , but before the e n t i r e world. I have 
r e c e i v e d and heard your suggestions and your v o i c e and I con­
s i d e r them a most v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to my government task 
t h a t l i e s ahead. 

I am convinced t h a t I am going to endure some s u f f e r i n g 
and some d i f f i c u l t i e s , as I have already endured, but I am 
going to continue to do e v e r y t h i n g i n my power to maintain i n 
the people of my nat i o n a c e r t a i n s t a t e of mind with regard to 
the United S t a t e s , so t h a t together our two nations may form 
and b u i l d a true b a r r i e r a g a i n s t those who are t r y i n g to v i o l a t e 
and subvert j u s t i c e , p r e s s , and freedom. 

I n my c l o s i n g words, I want to say t h a t t h i s luncheon 
and t h i s meeting which were of such an in t i m a t e and congenial 
nature were a l s o h i g h l i g h t e d by your a t t i t u d e of a few moments 
ago, Mr. P r e s i d e n t , when you greeted, one by one, the j o u r n a l i s t s 
of the B r a z i l i a n p r e s s . I can a s s u r e you t h a t through t h a t 
gesture you have endeared y o u r s e l f to the very h e a r t of the 
B r a z i l i a n people. I can a l s o a s s u r e you t h a t i n our p r e s s 
you are going to f e e l very s h o r t l y t h a t genuine warmth t h a t 
you r a d i a t e d , the warmth of a kind man, a man who has a genuine 
human f e e l i n g and a f e e l i n g which i s very c l o s e to ours. 

Both of us have s a i d , and we mean i t , t h a t we want 
to give to our peoples b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s of l i f e , more abundant 
food, more adequate housing. Those are, as a matter of f a c t , 
the main programs of the platform which I presented to the 
party t h a t e l e c t e d me. The main goal i n my party, i n my p l a t ­
form was men. 

I mean by t h a t a three-pronged a t t a c k and a s e r i e s 
of achievements i n the f i e l d s of education, h e a l t h , b e t t e r 
food, housing, and s o c i a l w e l l - b e i n g . What you have s a i d , Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t , was a very v i t a l l e s s o n to me. I am very g r a t e f u l 
and very p l e a s e d to say t h a t our views c o i n c i d e on such impor­
t a n t i s s u e s . 

Once more I thank you very much f o r your very i n s p i r i n g 
and kind words. 

L e t us t o a s t the per s o n a l h e a l t h of the P r e s i d e n t 
and Mrs. Johnson, and p a r t i c u l a r l y a t o a s t to the greatness 
of the United S t a t e s , t h i s country which i s the foremost 
defender of human freedom. 

END AT 2:50 P.M. EST 


