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By sogigning as staff officers and as commanders of major

| Sccond Army units men loyal to himself, Castello Branco has
neutralized Kruel without having to take the disagreeable step
of removing him from command.

| While it is thus unlikely that the Act will be used against
either de Barros or Kruel, it has nevertheless been well recelved
by many Paulistas who wanted to hear a reassertion by the president
of his punitive powers over politicsl mischief-makers. Among
others who have never identified themselves with either the old
Goulart regime or any of the revolutiomary lines, reaction te
the Act has in general ranged from approval to apathy. Few see

\ in it any threat to their own civil liberties; rather they view
it as a measure aimed purely at the politician class, and they
are not alarmed over the discoafiture of this class.

With regard to the regrouping of these politicians, now

that thelr parties have been dissolved by the Act, it would
not be surprising to see three new parties cmerge. One would
become the traditiomal "situscionista,” or pro-administration
party, filling the pre-revolutionary role of the PSD. A second
would make up the perennial opposition, a part oftem played
previously by the UDN. A third party would reserve for itself

| the right to be for or against the administration, as circum-
stances dictated. (This speculation had a 1ittle of the toague-
in-cheek element to it, but not much.)
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