seek voluntary solutions of community relations problems arising out ot
discrimination.

IN THE NATION—We call upon all individuals in and out of the

labor movement to speak out against discrimination and to act in their
daily lives to end it. Only the hourly, daily actions of millions of us will
make a brotherhood more than a platitude and launch, at last, "a great
moral crusade to arouse America to the unfinished work of American
democracy to the end that all Americans may enjoy the privileges ot
first class citizenship in all phases of our national life.”
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Walter P. Reuther gave the following address at the Lincoln Me-
morial to participants in the August 28, 1963, March on Washington.

E{? ROTHER Randolph, fellow Americans and friends. I am here to-
~ P day with you because with you I share the view that the struggle
for civil rights and the struggle for equal opportunity is not the struggle
of Negro Americans but the struggle for every American to join in.

For 100 years the Negro people have searched for first-class citizen-
ship and I believe that they cannot and should not wait until some distant
tomorrow. They should demand freedom now. Here and now.

It is the responsibility of every American to share the impatience of
the Negro American. And we need to join together, to march together
and to work together until we have bridged the moral gap between Amer-
ican democracy’s noble promises and its ugly practices in the field of civil
richts. American democracy has been too long on pious platitudes and
too short on practical performance in this important area.

Now one of the problems is that there is too much high octane hypoc-
risy in America. There is a lot of noble talk about brotherhood and scme
Americans drop the brother and keep the hood. To me the civil rights
question is a moral question. It transcends partisan politics. And this
rally today is the first step in a total effort to mobilize the moral conscience
of America and to ask the people in Congress of both parties to rise above
their partisan differences and enact civil rights legislation now.

Now the President, President Kennedy, has offered a comprehensive
but moderate bill. That bill is the first meaningful step. It needs to be
strengthened. It needs FEPC and other strong provisions and the job
question is crucial because we will not solve education or housing or pub-
lic accommodations as long as millions of Americans, Negroes, are treated
as second-class economic citizens and denied jobs. And as one American
[ take the position, if we can have full employment and full production
for the negative end of war then why can’t we have a job for every Ameri-
can in the pursuit of peace. And so our slogan has got to be fair employ-
ment but fair employment within the framework of full employment so
that every American can have a job.

[ am for civil rights as a matter of human decency, as a matter of
common morality but I am also for civil rights because I believe that tree-
dom i1s an indivisible value, that no one can be free unto himself. And
when Bull Connor, with his police dogs and fire hoses, destroys freedom
in Birmingham, he destroys my freedom in Detroit. And let us kecp in
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