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WARDS OF THE GOVERNMENT

W

TE constiTuTIONs of former American slave
states generally specified that the masters must
provide their slaves with adequate housing,
food, medical care and old-age benefits. The
Mississippi Constitution contained this addi-
tional sentence:

“The legislature shall have no power to pass laws
for the emancipation of slaves . . . [except]| where the

slave shall have rendered the State some distinguished
service;”

The highest honor that Mississippi could
offer a man for distinguished service to his
country was personal responsibility for his
own welfare! His reward was freedom to find
his own job and to have his own earnings, free-
dom to be responsible for his own housing,
freedom to arrange for his own medical
care, freedom to save for his own old age. In
short, his reward was the individual oppor-
tunities — and the personal responsibilities —
that have always distinguished a free man
from a dependent.

What higher honor can any government
ofter?’

THE RIGHTS OF A SLAVE

Bur many present-day Americans are trying
to avoid this personal responsibility that zs
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