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REFs (A) SANTO DOMINGO A=178, ITEM 73 (B) SANTO DOMINGO A«239
ITEM 6

SUBJs BRIEF OPPOSITION BLOC WALKOUT OVER FORESTRY

{« PRD DEPUTY RUBEN SURO INFORMED EMBOFF OCT 21 THAT CHAMBER
OPPOSITION 8LOC WILL STAGE BRIEF PROTEST WALKOUT IMMEDIATELY
PRICR TO ANTICIPATED FAVORABLE VOTE BY REFORMISTA MAJORITY ON
SECOND

READING OF CONTROVERSIAL FORESTRY BILLe BILL APPROVED ON
FIRST READING OCTe 18 IN STRAIGHT PARTY=LINF VOTE (REFs B
2. EXECUTIVE ORIGINALLY INTRODUCED THIS DRAFT LEGISLATION
(WHICH TRANSFERS CONTROL AGRICULTURE SECRETARIAT'S FORESTRY
DIVISION To ARMED FORCES) IN MID=-SEPTEMBER, CAUSING STORM

F PRESS AND OPPOSITION PROTEST (REFe A)e BILL THEN REFERRED
0 MIXED COMMITTEEs WHICH CHAIRED» IN EFFECT, BY PRD DEPUTY
LUIS VARGAS. COMMITTEE HELD EXTENSIVE HEARINGS AND WAS
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GRANTED TWO EXTENSIONS IN SUBMITTING REPORT. MEANWHILE,
NUMEROUS EFFORTS ACHIEVE SATISFACTORY :COMPROMISE RERORTEDLY
MADE BY BOTH REFORMISTA AND PRD CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS.
SPOKESMEN FOR PRD DEPUTIES ALSO MADE SEVERAL APPROAGCHES To
EMBASSY DURING THIS PERIODs ASKING OUR "GOOD OFFICES™ 'TO
CONVEY THEIR MAJOR OBJECTIONS TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER. WHEN
INFORMED OF PRD APPRTACH, BALAGUER SENT BACK WORD THROUGH
AMBASSADOR THAT HE AGREEABLE TO RECEIVE PRD CONGRESSMEN Tn
DISCUSS THEIR VIEWSs. PRD LEASERS IN CHAMBERS INDICATED
READINESS (AND DESIGNATED GROUP) SEE PRESIDENT BUT BACKTRACKED
FOLLOWING BALAGUER'S 0CTe 2 SPEECH ATTACKING PARTY'S RADICALSs

3. COMPRQOMISE

EFFORTS BROKE DOWN COMPLETELY OCTs 1! WHEN PRD
COMMITTEE MEMBERS LEAKED WHAT THEY CLAIMED BE COMMITTEE'S
REPORT TQ PRESSe REFORMISTA SOURCES ON COMMITTEE DENIED
REPDRT APPROVED BY THEM AND FINALLY, REFORMISTA AND ‘PRD
MEMBERS SUBMITTED SEPARATE REPORTS. THAT SUBMITTED BY PR
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF DRAFT LEGISLATION WITH ONE AMENDMENT,
WHILE PRD REPORT CLAIMED ASPECTS OF BILL UNCONSTITUTIONAL
AND RECOMMENDED AMENDING 1962 FORESTRY LEGISLATION AND ISSUANCE
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE AS SOLUTIONe
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4+ NOT SURPRISINGLY, REFORMISTA MAJORITY ACCEPTED REPORT
THEIR COMMITTEE MEMBERS (WITHs THEY ADMIT, PUSH FROM
PRESIDENTIAL LIAISCN POLIBIO DIAZ) AND VOTED :‘SOLIDLY FOR
EXECUTIVE~SUBMITTED DRAFT OCTe 18¢ CONTRCVERSY CONTINUED
FOLLOWING DAY WHEN ATTENDANCE ONLY 14 OF 48 REFORMISTA
NDEPUTIES (PREVENTING QUORUM) WAS DERISIVELY ATTRIBUTED BY
PRD LEGISLATORS 'TD MAJORITY 'S '“FEAR :OF BILL+" NACIONAL
ADDED NEW ELEMENT TO PICTURE OCTe. 20 WITH SNIDE ARTICLE
ATTRIBUTING REFORMISTA ACCEPTANCE OF FORESTRY LEGISLATION
TO EMBASSY PRESSURES ON PALACE»

5o NOW LIKELY THAT SECOND ‘READING BILL WILL TAKE ‘PLACE AT
EXT SESSION, OCTe 240
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6o COMMENT: OF NOTE HAS BEEN SHIFT OF OPPQSITION BLOC'S
OBJECTIONS FROM ORIGINAL POLITICAL GROUNDS

(CHARGING BILL
WOULD HEIGHTEN MILITARY INFLUENCE ON PEASANT THINKING) TO
SOMEWHAT CONTROVERSIAL CONSTITUTIONAL GROUNDS. PRD CONGRESSIONAL
SOURCES» THOUGH PRIVATELY REITERATING THEIR ORIGINAL POLITICAL
0RJECTIONS, STATE THAT SHIFT OF PUBLIC POSITION NECESSARY TO
COINCIDE WITH PARTY'S EFFORTS CONVINCE ARMED FORCES THAT PRD
DOES NOT REGARD THEM AS "ENEMIES."

GP3e CRIMMINS
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