Department of State TE'.EGRAM

/?GQV 2 "‘/7 Mgwnf%%ﬁ

i

CONF IDENTIAL 555

o

PAGE ©1 SANTO gl121e @Glel.oz

12
ACTION ARA 15

yneclryo ~opp
s

INFO GPM ©3,SC P1,RSC 21,USIA 12sH 82,NSC 18sL 232INR 87,P D4sCIlA B4,

;«é}
o
i

DOD @la.

B&,SS 20,SAH 83,10 15sNSAE @ps,AlID 30,PC 15,0PR 22,

| : N
MM @12RSR GFaCU 04,7156 W Si?u
i 65,70
W S
- oo o T e M S D oy e W Y
B
R 3g2]133Z NOV 67 N

FM AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGU
TO SECSTATE WASHDC #4183
INFO AMCONSUL SAGO DE LGS CABALLEROS 577

CIOGNGE 1D E NTHET A LU SANTE DOMIINGO: 12l g
SUBJt NEW WAVE OF COUP RUMORS

REFs1 (A) SD=1]1@8: (B) A~294 AND A=307, WEEKAS #46 AND 47
ls+ WE HAVE IN PAST FEW WEEKS REPORTED IN RELATIVELY LOW KEY
SPIRALLING CAMPAIGN OF RUMORS AND ATTENDANT RUILING OF
POLITICAL ATMUSPHERE (SEE REFS)s AS RESULT PRESIDENT'S
AND AMBASSADOR'S SPEECHES LAST WEEK, RUMORS CUNCERNING
ALLEGED SHIFTING OF US SUPPORT FROM BALAGUER TO WESSIN HAVE
ABATED BUT HAVE BSEEN REPLACED RBRY QTHERS TC EFFECT THAT
HIGH USG CIRCLES NOW LEANING TOWARDS BENEVOLENT MILITARY
DICTATORSHIPS IN LATIN AMERICA TO PROVIDE PEACEFUL COVER
FOR LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT PRO RAI"‘Q IN AREA« (UN THI& ASPECT,
GARCIA GODOY EXPRESSED To AMBASSADOR HIS CONCERN OVER

N\ EFFECTS ON DOMINICAN MI|_ITARY OF WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS
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WIDESPREAD MISINTERFRETATIONS OF RECENT STATEMENTS BY

AMBASSADOR LINOWITZ ABOUT USG ATTITUDE TOWARD MILITARY
%, REGIHES- MOREOVER,; ACCORDING TO RELIABLE REPORTSs GERMAN
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ORNES OF EL CARIBE IS TELLING HIS CONTACTS THAT, AFTER

VISIT TO WASHINGTON, HE IS CONVINCED "HIGH CIRCLES"™ USG

PREFER MILITARY GOVERNMENTS AS MEANS ENSURING STAmILITY

REQUIRED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTe) THISs COUPLED WITH

HIGHLY IMAGINATIVE INTERWEAVING OF MULTIPLICITY ALLEGATIONS
CONCERNING SUPPOSED INTENTIONS OF BALAGUER ANU ONE OR

ANCTHER SECTOR OF HIS CPeQOSITION,; HAS RESULTEU IN NEW

RUMOR WAVE PERHAPS MORE INTENSE THAN ANY SINCE BALAGUER'S
INAUGURATIONS

20 THIS NEW WAVE SEEMS HAVE SEEN KICKED OFF BY PUBLICATION

NOV 23 OF NEWS OF CAAMANO DISAPPEARANCE (SD=-1156)+ BY NEXT DAY
STORY WAS CIRCULATING ARQUND TOWNs; INCLUDING IN MILITARY CIRCLES,
THAT BALAGUER HAD BROUGHT CAAMANC BACK TO SANTO DOMINGO CLANDESTINELY
AND INTENDED SURFACE HIM AT APPROPQIATE TIME 10 BALANCE OFF WESSIN
MOVEMENT » THIS RUMOR» WHICH ONE HIGH MILITARY SOURCE PRIVATELY
CLAIMS ORIGINATED IN MIAMI» WAS POPULARLY INTERPRETED TO BE

AIMED AT HEIGHTENING FRICTIGN IN ARMED FORCES IN PREPARATION SOME

RAGE '3 RUESSD 121 CONF I DENTI AL

MOVE BY WESSIN FORCESes THAT NIGHT STORY WAS PHONED TO EMBASSY FROM
PUERTO RICO THAT PLOT TO ASSASSINATE FIRST BRIGADE COMMANDER NIVAR
SEIJAS AND UGZAMA FORTRESS COMMANDER CHECO WAS IN WORKS AS "FIRST
STEP" TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION WIDER PLOT AGAINST BALAGUER BY
NEUTRALIZING CAPITAL'S DEFENSESs THIS STORY WAS ALSU SAID HAVE

ORIGINATED IN MIAMI+ ON SAME NIGHT POLICE, ACTING ON TIP THAT

"REVOLUTION" WAS TO BREAK OUT THAT NIGHT, PASSED REPORT TO ARMED

FORCES, WHOSE HIERARCHY DID NUT TAKE TIP SERIUUSLY BUT ORDERED LOSSE

ALERT IN CASE SOMEONE PLANNING TROUBLE OF ANY KINDe

3¢ SINCE THEN RUMORS HAVE INCREASED. NIGHT OF NOV 28 WORD DOWNTOWN
WAS THAT COUP WAS IMMINENT AND THAT PEOPLEs ESPECIALLY
CONSTITUTIONALISTS, SHCULD REMAIN IN _HOMEs OR GO INTO HIDING.

THIS STORY IN PART RESULTED FROM RADIO NEWS STORY, LATER

PUBL ISHED IN NOVEMBER 28 MACIUNAL, THAT BALAGUER HAD CANCELLED SOME
15 MILITARY OFFJCERS INCLUDING FORMER AIR FORCE C/S FOLCH PEREZ
AND FORMER POLICE CHIEF SOTO ECHAVARRIA FOR POLITICAL

(IsEe WESSINISTA) ACTIVITIES. FURTHER, DELEGATES TO ONGOING

. POLITICAL SCIENCE CONFERENCE AT UASD NOVEMBER 28 RECEIVED

ANONYMOUS PHONE CALLS SUGGESTING THEY LEAVE TUWN SO AS NOT TO

gECOME INVOLVED IN "WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN".
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4o RUMORS HAVE HAD SIGNIFICANT ENQUGH EFFECT TO IMPEL PRD SENATOR
CASIMIRO CASTROs LEADER OF LESS RADICAL FACTIGN OF PARTY LEADER-
SHIP TO SPEAK NOVEMBER 28 OVER PARTY'S RADIO PROGRAM FOR FIRST TIME
IN MANY WEEKSe CASIMIRC CATALOUGUED ILLS AND ERRORS OF BALAGUER
ADMINISTRATION BUT ENDED WITH CBSERVATION THAT NO MATTER HOW BASZ
BALAGUER MAY BE, REGIME RESULTING FROM COUP WUULD BE WORSE AND_
THAT» AS SUCHs PRD MILITANTS SHOULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH ANY

COUP THAT MIGHT BE IN WQRKS: (WE WISH NOTE HERE THAT CASIMIRO

WAS SPEAKING FOR PARTY' »_ESS RAEGICAL"™ ELEMENTSe IN STRONGLY ANT].
BALAGUER BRUADCAST NOVEMBER 25 PRD SECGEN PENA GOMEZ AGAIN REITERATED
PARTY POSTURE ADOPTEC LAST MARCH TO EFFECT PRL WOULD NEITHER ALLY
ITSELF WITH COUP NOR "IN ANY WAY" DEFEND BALAGUER AGAINST COUPe.

HE POINTEDLY STATED THAT ANY STATEMENTS MADE &Y PARTY LEADERS

THAT WERE AT VARIANCE WITH THIS POSITION REFL&CTEL PERSONAL VIEWS

OF SPEAKER ONLYe)

5e¢ RE ALLEGED MILITARY CANCELLATIONS, MORNING PRESS NQv 29

CARRIED COMMUNIQUE SIGNED BY ARMED FORCES SECKRETARY PEREZ Y PEREZ,
WwHICH "MOST CATEGORICALLY"™ DENIED "INSIDIQOUS VERSIONS"™ OF "ALLEGED
MASSIVE CANCELLATIONS" WHICH SPREAD BY sOME quNIDrNTIFIEal
wOPPOSITION RADIO STATIONS"™ AND NACIONALe PER:zZ STATED "WE IN
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PRESENCE VILE CAMFAIGN» OSTeNSIBLY AIMED AT CREATING MALAISE IN
ARMED FORCES"™, AND SAID THAT UNLY RECENT n"SEPARATIONS® FROM
MILITARY HAVE BEEN THOSE COF CUL« BENOIT, WHO wAS RETIRED, AND ARMY
1ST LTe PERSIU ANTONIQ RODRIGUEZ, WHO CANCELLED.SAID BOTH OF THESE
wROUTING MEASURESY HAD WOTHING TO DO WITH PERSONAL INTEGRITY OR
LOYALTY OF THUSE AFFECT EDe PEREZ CONCLUDED RQHOHS WERE "MAN=
IFESTLY INSPIKED 8Y POULITICAL INTERESTS SEEKING CREATE ARTIFICAL
CLIMATE OF INTRANGUILITY AND AGITATION® AND INVITED MILITARY NOT
TO BELIEVE THEM AND TO MAINTAIN "SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE AND DEVOTION
TO DUTY THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED THEM"™ IN PaSTe (IN THIS CONNECTION
RADIO CazsﬁaL WAS ZARRED FRUM AIR FOR ONE DAY
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4o ANOTHER INGREDIENT OF PRESENT §I STORY CARRIED
HY CARIBE NOVEMBER 29 IMPLYING BALAGUER STATED THAT
WESSIN'S RETURN AT THIS TIME WOULD "CREATEZ CONTRC SY THAT NATION
CANNOT TOLERATE"™. IT WAS UNCLEAR WHEN BALAGUER WAS SUPPUSED HAVE

D AS VERBATIM QUOTE,

MACE THIS S5TA ATEMENT, WHICH WAS REPO
(PAQ YESTERDAY LEARNED STORY WAS ERTC RICO AND BASED
ON BALAGUER INTERVIEW WITH AP CORRESPI EN DaYs AGOe) TO

QUR KNOWLEDGEs BALAGUER HAS NUT YET pECIDED Ol WHETHER GR NOT
PERMIT WESSIN'S RETURNe

7+ IN ADDITION ALL THIS,; THERE IS HEIGHTENED AIR OF EXPECTANCY IN
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PRD AND CONSTITUTIONALIST CIRCLES OVER PRD DISSIDeNT PLANS HOLD
THEIR LONG=PLANNED ,ONVLMTIUN NEAR SANTIAGO DeC 3» AND OVER
PREPARATIUON FUR NEW MARCH ON PALACE NOW SCHEDULED FOR DEC' 1 (GODR
ON NOV 29 DENIED JHLANIZE&S‘ REQUEST FOR PERMISSION HOLD MARCH) e
FURTHER, BOSCH'S NEW THFESIS ON ®PENTAGONISM, SUBSTITUTE FOR
IMPERIALISM" wAS TO RE READ AT UASD CONFERENCE NOV 38, FED
PLANNED CAMFUS DEMONSTRATION IN MEMORY wChEY" GUEVARA NOV 38 AND
THERE IS MUCH TALK OF HIGH LEVEL CIVILIAN AND MILITARY CHANGES
ALLEGEDLY PLANNED BY BALAGUER IN NEAR FUTURE.

ONE OF CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY AND SEEMS
EMENTS DELIBERATE STT‘ULATTLa PERHAPS

GULD PgssiIBg LY REPRESENT BEGINNING QF
WESSIN®S ETURN, Ok ,ll..:HT POSSIBLY
AAMANO TS DESAFEEAﬁaNCE& WE HAVE NO :
G TO POUSSIBILITY OF ANY MAJOR ACTION=-
= AGAINST GOOR, AND ARE SATISFIED
"OMTHROL OF SITUATIONMe AS USUAL, HOWEVER.
LITY THAT SCOME ACCIDENTs OR SURFACING

TYs COULD IN PRESENT ATHOSPHERE SET

ge ATMOSPHERE, THE
TO HAYE AT LEAST |3
FOR VARIETY 0OBJE!
CONCERTED
HAVE SOME
REFEAT NO
EXCEPT IN y ;
TH;\T b‘:\ A\JL.; R REMAINS
WE CANNOT DISCOUNT
OF sOME NEL_HE”%IEP
OFF CHAIN REACTION.
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