
102 Halltop Place Rl Box 2725
Newi 'Tioncdomn, NH 03257

March 29, ‘1986

The Editor
Union Leader
BOX: 780
Manchester, NH 03105-0780

Dear Sir:

It may be that this week will prove to have been a watershedin American history.
How would America respond to those in a desperate fight for freedom in Nicaragua?
When history laid before us a clear choice, the time had come to choose the path we
would follow, to select the values that would guide our future, to stand before the
world, at last, and be what we had long claimed to be - the champions of freedom.

And America chose. She chose to equivocate.

It was a time for a ringing response to tyranny - "Thus Far and No Farther!'"
It was a time for the casting off of accretions of trivial concerns,.of self-doubtand guilt. It was a time for a great national affirmation of the values for whichthose who went before us gave their lives; the values that have called people fromdegradation in all corners of the earth, to the individual dignity that freedomalone can give.

It was a time to lift America to the pinnacle she used to occupy - an snspiratior) toher sons and daughters, and a symbol of hope and courage everywhere.
It was also a time for quibbling, for political maneuveringy Ffor bargainimg. It
was a time for chipping away at greatness, until only niggardliness and irresolutionwere left.

We heard no clarion statements in our Congress that in our hands and in ours alone,rests the responsibility for Preserving for the world the Iiving vreality of freepeople, humane in their relationships, prosperous in their undertakings, andgenerous in their concerns.

The great moment, the great gesture, the great commitment, was lost. Once again,we, who could have moved magnificently in defense of a beleaguered humanity, aredoing too little, and quite possibilify doing it too late. :

Do we know what we have lost? Will history'give us skch.a chance Again? . Will we,in our uncertainty, turn away with finality from the unsought privilege of settingthe course iof history toward freedom once again?


