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make certain that there 1s a market for
the capitalist owners of surplus wealth,
a place to unload the loot, even to the
providing of a war in which surplus
wealth and a surplus of wealth pro-
ducers are consumed.

FALLOUT SHELTERS

Most recent in catch-phrasing 1s
“tallout shelters.” And since there
appears to be no record of these
“*shelters’”” sheltering anyone {rom
nuclear tallout, a few of the shelter-
less are Dbeginning to suspect the
happy havens may not have been 1n-
tended for that purpose and are merely
another name for war propaganda,
at 1ts best, since 1t 1s visual and well
calculated to convince potential re-
crutts that World War 111 1n the
schedule 1s not only inevitable, but
actually around the next corner. An
odor 1s beginning to fall off these
fallout shelters. Even the most in-
nocent might scent something “‘putrid
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in Peru” since it has been well publi-
cized that one of those beautiful
bigger bombs would blow a hole 200
feet into the earth and reduce to
rubble and bury everything in the
nature ot a ‘“‘shelter’” for many miles
around. IFallout shelters, I fear would
become as flowers that bloom 1n
springtime only to fade in the fall!

Yes, catch-phrases are generally
contradictory and, for the most part,
meaningless. Furthermore, they usu-
ally serve the interests of the capitalist
class which can only mean that their
“good usage’ is against the interest
of the working class. There 1s reason
to believe, however, that in both
“Free’ and “‘Communist” worlds an
epidemic of intelligence 1s 1n the
making. As it spreads, the emptiness
ot catchwords will become apparent
to greater numbers of workers and
class society will be ushered out ot
existence.

R. DEVORE, Canada

ACCIDENTAL MISTAKE?

If we are to prevent war, goes the
typical reasoning, we must build more
and more powertul weapons. We must
create an arsenal so potentially des-
tructive that any possible aggressor
would shrink from touching oft a war.
This has been the thinking on the
question down through the years by
the most reasonable people 1in the
world. It made sense that no ‘“‘reason-
able” person really wanted war,
especially when the potential destruc-
tion from military weapons reached
the point i1t did prior to World War
II. And despite the fact that World
War II and a number of smaller but
vastly destructive wars are but recent-
ly behind us, the reasoning on arma-
ment build-ups remains the same.
Certainly, today, 1t can be stated with
the utmost vehemence, no reasonable
person would want war. When 1t 1s
common knowledge that the United
States and Russia both possess
weapons that are capable, at the press
of a button, of wiping each other and
possibly the rest of mankind, off the

face of the earth, who would be un-
reasonable enough to want to press
the button?’

And vet, today, the situation 1s just
a bit different from what 1t was.
Today there is more than the fear
among these ‘“‘reasonable” detenders-
of -capitalism-at-any-cost that some
“madman’” or group of “madmen” 1n
the enemy country will deliberately
set off a war. Today there 1s the
added fear that the next and, con-
ceivably the last, holocaust could be
touched off by accident, or by error.
That the complexities inherent in the
already existing ICBMs and in the
fantastic new weapons on the planning
boards will make accident-caused war
difficult to avoid. This possibility 1s
dealt with in a Washington despatch
to the Toronto Star of Oct. 20, 1961,
by Arthur T. Hadley. Mr. Hadley

tells us: |
In the Spring of 1960 a group of AIr

Force officers were sitting down to dinner
at an Atlantic seaboard Bomarc missile
base. Suddenly, they saw in horror out
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of the mess-hall window that one of the
nuclear Bomarc missiles had set itself
for firing. Its nose was pointing into the
air ready for take-off, and fumes were
coming from its tail pipe. Interestingly,
the response of the officers was not that
war had begun and a surprise attack was
under way, but that there must have been
an accident. Rushing from the mess hall.

they yanked wires and threw switches and
succeeded in calming down the missile.”

And Hadley elaborates on this hor-
rifying incident:

“Even the future Minuteman, engineers
are concerned about the possibility that
a squirrel or other small rodent may chew
through the cable that connects the
Minuteman firing centre with the Minute-
man missile itself. The Minuteman is
pre-set on course, and when it gets the
proper signal to go, it fires instantaneously.
If the Minuteman blasts off and deposits
two megatons on Leningrad 25 minutes
later, America is going to have to do more
for the Russians than respectfully submit
for their inspection an electrocuted squir-
rel with shreds of charred cable dangling
from his incisors.”

And so, something new has been
added to the ‘‘causes” of war, and
“reasonable” men have something new
to shudder over — a war caused by
accidental firings of already existing
types of ICBMs not to mention the
fantastic space weapons on the plan-
ning boards. Yet somehow, the
“reasonable’” men who are making
themselves heard today seem not ter-
rorized enough to take a more critical
look at the real cause of war — the
commodity society in which we live.

For while war micht very well be
touched off by accident, 1t 1s no ac-
cident that the ICBMs in both power
blocs stand poised and ready for
firing either by human command or,
unwittingly, by the gnawing of
rodents. In both power blocs a great
deal of shouting goes on by the
governments and their supporters
about ‘‘our” freedoms and ‘‘their”
slaverv. “Communist” slavery vs

capitalist “freedom” or vice versa, goes
the story. But neither the U.S.A. nor
the U.S.S.R. really fear each other’s
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ideology. Neither found i1t difficult
to fight as allies in World War 1l.
The Russians discovered at the time
that ‘“‘communism” (their label for
state-capitalism) and American style
“free-enterprise” capitalism could very
well cooperate and warned good-
naturedly — as they still do, but with
“we’ll bury you” threats — that they
would soon overtake America in living
standards. And many prominent
Americans, on the other hand, found
Russian production methods (espe-
cially the speed-up techniques) rather
fascinating and wished that Amer-
ican labor unions would be as
cooperative on such matters as were
the Russian.

No, the real cause of war cannot be
found either in accident or in ideology.
There 1s a much more basic reason
both for war and for the weapons
necessary to wage it and this reason
can be summed up in two words,
economic rivalry. It is the clash 1n
the markets of the world, the mad
scramble for cheaper sources of raw
materials, the attempt to oust each
other from spheres of influence, that
is responsible for the mounted mis-
siles of destruction. Only by getting
rid of capitalism in all of its forms,
with its need for markets and ex-
ploitation of labor can war be eliminat-
ed from the world. Whether ‘“‘acciden-
tal” or not, the sole responsibility for
the next war, as for all modern wars,

i1s capitalism.

S. CATT, Canada
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MEN AND WOMEN
WANTED

Readers of THE WESTERN SOCIALIST
who have become convinced of the urgent
need to organize for socialism, write to:

WORLD SOCIALIST PARTY
11 Faneuil Hall Square
Boston, Mass.

for Application for Membership blank.
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