





12 January 2006

Smt. Sonia Gandhi

Chairperson

National Advisory Council

2, Motilal Nehru Place

New Delhi

Dear Mrs. Gandhi,

I enclose a letter from a number of groups working with people in Orissa regarding the brutal killing of twelve tribals in Duburi, Jajpur District, Orissa, on 2nd January 2006. This has been only one in a long line of incidents of repression on the part of the police and other vested interests. In fact, those who have been protesting have only been trying to protect their livelihood and survival while they are under threat of displacement due to industrial and mining projects.

We were very encouraged to see your strong expression of solidarity with the victims of this incident, and your commitment to justice being done. We hope that the central government will take strong measures against those who were responsible for this incident but also examine the issues raised in the enclosed memorandum. Many of these issues are connected with the CMP commitments relating to displacement and resettlement. This underscores the urgent need to put into place a national policy on rehabilitation and set up an institutional mechanism to ensure that no project is implemented which does not have a proper rehabilitation package and process. The operative part of this policy should be justiciable. The NAC has already formulated recommendations to this effect and it would be useful to pursue this matter vigorously with the Government of India.

With regards,
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        Yours sincerely,

Aruna Roy

