
Asked by a shocked bystander how he could do
this, Lincoln said, “Madam, do I not destroy my
enemies when I make them my friends?” This is
the power of redemptive love.

We must hasten to say that these are not the
ultimate reasons why we should love our enemies.
An even more basic reason why we are com-

manded to love is expressed explicitly in Jesus’
words, “Love your enemies.

.
.that ye may be

children ofyour Father which is in heaven.” We
are called to this difficult task in order to realize
a unique relationship with God. We are potential
sons of God. Through love that potentiality be-
comes actuality. We must love our enemies, be-
cause only by loving them can we know God and
experience the beauty of His holiness.

The relevance of whatI have said to the crisis
in race relations should be readily apparent.
There will be no permanent solution to the race

problem until oppressed men develop the capac-
ity to love their enemies. The darkness of racial
injustice will be dispelled only by the light of
forgiving love. For more than three centuries
American Negroes have been battered by the
iron rod of oppression, frustrated by day and
bewildered by night by unbearable injustice, and
burdened with the ugly weight of discrimination.
Forced to live with these shameful conditions, we

are tempted to become bitter and to retaliate
with a corresponding hate. But if this happens,
the new order we seek will be little more than a

duplicate of the old order. We must in strength
and humility meet hate with love.

Of course, this is not practical. Life is a
matter of getting even, of hitting back, of dog eat
dog. Am I saying that Jesus commands us to love
those who hurt and oppress us? Do I sound like
most preachers—idealistic and impractical? May-
be in some distant Utopia, you say, that idea will
work, but not in the hard, cold world in which we
live.
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My friends, we have followed the so-called
practical way for too long a time now, and it has
led inexorably to deeper confusion and chaos.
Time is cluttered with the wreckage of commu-

nities which surrendered to hatred and violence.
For the salvation of our nation and the salvation
of mankind, we must follow another way. This
does not mean that we abandon our righteous
efforts. With every ounce of our energy we must
continue to rid this nation of the incubus of
segregation. But we shall not in the process
relinquish our privilege and our obligation to
love. While abhorring segregation, we skall love
the segregationist. This is the only way to create
the beloved community.

To our most bitter opponents we say: “We
shall match your capacity to inflict suffering by
our capacity to endure suffering. We shall meet
your physical force with soul force. Do to us what
you will, and we shall continue to love you. We
cannot in all good conscience obey your unjust
laws, because noncooperation with evil is as

much a moral obligation as is cooperation with
good. Throw us in jail, and we shall still love you.
Bomb our homes and threaten our children, and
we shall still love you. Send your hooded perpe-
trators of violence into our community at the
midnight hour and beat us and leave us half
dead, and we shall still love you. But be ye as-

sured that we will wear you down by our capacity
to suffer. One day we shall win freedom, but not
only for ourselves. We shall so appeal to your
heart and conscience that we shall win you in the
process, and our victory will be a double victory.”

Love is the most durable power in the world.
This creative force, so beautifully exemplified in
the life or our Christ, is the most potent instru-
ment available in mankind’s quest for peace and
security. Napoleon Bonaparte, the great military
genius, looking back over his years of conquest,
is reported to have said: “Alexander, Caesar,
Charlemagne and I have built great empires. But
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