Convener’s Report:

Working Group on Land Acquisition and Relief and Rehabilitation Bills 
Two important and related Bills are under consideration of the Government of India. These are the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill 2009 & Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill, 2009. The first proposes amendments to the Land Acquisition Act 1894, and the latter a statutory framework for Rehabilitation and Resettlement of persons displaced and affected by any development project.

NAC-I had reflected carefully on these issues, and made detailed suggestions about these proposed legislations. But what is now being considered by the Government of India falls short of these recommendations on many grounds. Land acquisition and involuntary displacement have resulted in great distress and resistance – and often violence – in many parts of the country. 
NAC-II therefore constituted a Working Group on the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill 2009 & Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill, 2009. Since NAC-I had already considered these in great detail, and time is short if the NAC perspective is to be considered by Government of India (it is learnt that the Bills are already under consideration of Cabinet for final passage), it was felt that a quick round of consultations could lead to a Discussion Note to be discussed by the full NAC. 
Accordingly a series of discussions were held between Dr NC Saxena, Shekhar Singh, and the Working Group Convener, who had worked together on the NAC-I proposals as well. They were ably supported by Dhiraj Shrivastava, on behalf of the Secretariat. Madhuresh of the National Campaign for people’s Movements, who have been at the forefront of the movements of displaced people, was also consulted and contributed valuably. A Working group meeting was also held on 19 March, in which K.Raju and Manisha Varma from the Secretariat also participated.     

A note is being readied for consideration of NAC on 24 March. It is based on the promise that it is important that these proposed statutes are reviewed once again to make them more just, and to ensure that the processes of acquisition and involuntary displacement are made  more transparent and just, and those affected by the development projects are made partners in development.

 If approved after consideration by NAC, it may be sent to the relevant Government of India Departments for their views.

