
*Low-cost and comprehensive health insurance for
children of student parents

*Increases 1A “wniversity ‘Salaries. Tor each ‘thild
born

Such a program would not only have far-reaching
engenic_ ‘benefits, ' but could ‘also’'be “in’f'the isnmediarte
interest .of institutions.  adopting if, . sisice "“"they would
become more competitive © in attracting top graduate
students, many of whom are married. 1In this way their

prestige would rise, which. ultimately ' is ‘‘translated into

endowments, grants, research funds, and donations. Such a

situation would also redound to the benefit of the towns

and cities in which the institutions are located.
Aside from the universities themselves, the agency

best equipped to plan and carry out much of this program is
the Department of Education. Unfortunately, there is very
little pressure on ‘it " to  Wo ' anything of the sork,’ partly
because in our highly-fractionated country, where pressure
groups occupy the place where consensus once reigned, young
parents.: are ‘one ' of “the few wajor "‘pgroups wliich - is not

organized to lobby for _its. special .interests. Wet''these

interests, unlike those of some other minorities, largely
coincide with those of the nation as a whole.

In . addition. to programs and .incentives, ;.mwhat '‘is
needed is a fundamental change in attitude, a recognition
that to court biological extinction is immoral. A new ethic
on the campus could inspire sso . many of : the / brightest  ‘to

become parents that those childless by design would feel
their self-imposed barrenness as a reproach and would be

prompted to marry and reproduce in order to participate.
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