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COM- l:By 1. F. Stone

n the e a0
s has | Washington.
or—in-| Toward the close of the filibuster Tuesday night, Sen. Johnston
luctivi- |0f South Carolina read an editorial into the record. This edito-
strike [rial may serve to illustrate how thoroughly aware business- cir-
cles are of the 1ssues at stake in the battle over civil rights.

l\(dtiili\gh "‘{‘1}:1&1 e;i‘i)tql:i‘alﬁwz}s a f}eftinse 70[ the filibuster. Ifs source was
g the Mar. 12 issue 0 Business \*\*oc}\'; | | | *

2‘-\9 "l In 1ﬁhe~ present Sltual!on;’ Business Week sald, “filibustering
weath- |15 not directed solely against the passage of civil rights lepisla-
‘flon. The filibuster 1s being employed to curb the headlong en-

d while |
s in the |@ctment of the 1ill-advised Administration program fraught with
dustries ;gl‘eat pel‘il to a iree SOCiCJl}".”

1. a new| It is a pity the labor movement does not see i1ts own Inferest
1. 1n this fight as clearly.

e high| As labor wakes up the morning after, the victorious coalition
AS chn jof Southern Democrats and Republicans In Congress may sajlle
mam“-ac”ilo remind it that the civil rights issue cannot be roped off in a
t 1o mo’jcornm_‘.

1_1111122 ?él The vote in the House for a phn_m?y :_md precarious form of
snee to or irent control, the }hl'@::llﬁ that the coalition will prove sirong enough
imming | 1o block everything else labor wants from public housing to the
d happily ‘'Taft-Hartley repealgr, serve warning.
ads if we | One reason the filibuster won is that the Negro was left to
ice within | fight the battle for civil rights alone. The labor movement as a
1S a place iwhole did not and does not care about civil rights.
0\*"01‘1112}“-; In the filibuster fight, the labor movement was splt; the
ha's. be'('“}leadership on the whole went through the right motions and
?agil(f\:ilﬁaul the right thing; the rank-and-file on the u-hole was :imjil’fm‘-
¢ war and | ENL and part of the labor movement worked actively against the
elv. some civil rights program.
1S can be The railroad brotherhoods, the machinists and the AFL old-
here are|line craft unions, all Jim Crow, are actively hostile to the civil
build in|rights program; some of them at least lobbied in Congress against
* handles, | the Barkley ruling. They make up labor’s roll of dishonor. _
o Ive 3 Mr. Truman and the labor movement and every organization
1€ indus- | interested in any kind of social reform are going to have to join
ldeas 1t |jn 3 fundamental task of grass-roots education. It is in the hearts
jell m”’{of white men that the battle can alone be won. White working-
'men in particular. :
tough There are unions that have a good record; the ILGWU, the
fed some | UAW, the UE, the UMWA have done.a job in education against
}vances. prejudice. The Packing House WoOIKers and the Maritime Workers
1S COm- | hayve been trying.
h auto-i In the Southern organizing drives, both CIO and AFL have
lgglggg';at least foug'ht race pl‘_(?jl.l(jlice_ \:vith their left hands *.,\*hi]e._sur-
mpany‘irendermg to it with their right in the shape ol separate unlons;
ge and|few have been as courageous on the 1ssue In the South -as the
'AFL Farm Workers, or as vigorous in their propaganda as-{Ae
weer ([Pulp, Paper & Sulphite Workers.
Mr. Murray and Mr. Green, of course, understand the issue
K DT et — |and have done their bit on 1t. But
Frank Kin do any member of Congress knows
g the difference Dbetween formal
L bheen put to good use. f?tatemen‘ts from 10p 1(:‘3(%(?;“?:11].[)
een refugees boarding |1N Washington and the voluble
e SE]HQ, airp]anes alJEXCIteH]eI]t from baCk nome
s at Cyprus. which shows people are aroused.
these ships and| Even in the CIO the rank-and-
v them to. Is-|file, if they think of the civil
n a loaf of rights issue at all, think of 1t
meat, some as a favor to the Negro. Until
the white rank-and-file- under-
pound of |stands that its own bargaining
. "So every rights, its own wages, 1IS OWIl
retz Israel housing, its own rent control are
ish kosher at stake, the Truman Fair Deal
'is aground.
& | This is retribution—the Negroe's
St. Pat- revenge: we cannot clear up-the
Christian situation in Congress uniil we
‘have cleared our own conscience.

L
-



