
Financial requirements of UEE


Financial Requirements for universal elementary education: a back of envelope calculation

The Tapas Muzumdar Committee estimates for a TEN YEAR Period. 

 
Costs in Rs. Crores

 
 Primary std I-V 
 Secondary std VI-VIII 
 Total 

 
  Recurring  
 Non-recurring 
  Recurring  
 Non-recurring 
 Recurring 
 Non-recurring 

 10 years 
       54,237 
       15,092 
    52,113 
  15,480 
       106,350 
   30,572 

If universalization was to be achieved over the next five years. The actual cost to be incurred would probably be in the ball park of :

1. Non-recurring cost : Rs. 30,500 crores 

2. Recurring cost: Rs. 53,000 crores (about)

3. Total cost over the next five years= 83,500 crores

The recurring costs include mid-day meals

Costs of teachers are based on a 1:30 Pupil-Teacher ratio and one room is considered for about 30 children. The government has always calculated the need at 1:40 ratio. 

Thus the figures of the Government of India are around 98,000 crores to be spent over 10years- of which four are already over with an actual expense of about (5,000???) crores. 

If the goal is to be reached in 5 years, and non-recurring costs of civil construction are taken care of in three years: 

4. First three years: 30,500 (Non Rec) + 20,000 crores (Rec) = 50,000 crores or about Rs. 17,000 cr per year.

5. Next two years: remainder of recurring costs = 33,000 crores or about Rs. 10,000 cr. 

The current financial commitment of the Union Government seems to be around Rs. 10,000 crore. However, it should be possible to create financial instruments over and above the cess to ensure that all required civil construction is taken care of within the next three years. It is possible that the actual requirement of non-recurring costs are lower because a lot of construction activity has already happened under DPEP projects. 
The danger, however, is that if the focus shifts to civil works, the rest of the aspects of education will be lost. Hence, it is important to insist on minimum learning achievements in schools, blocks, districts, and states where infrastructure is no more and issue. 
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