To: 

Hon’ble Chief Minister
Jammu & Kashmir State

Hon’ble Sir:

The National Advisory Council believes that it is a Fundamental Right of the citizens of the India to seek and obtain public records from their Government.  This Fundamental Right protects the welfare of ordinary citizens as well as the greater public by promoting transparency and accountability within the Government.

This Right has recently been enshrined in the National Right to Information Act of 2005, which was approved by the President on 15 June.  As you may be aware, the National Right to Information Act extends to all States of the Union except Jammu & Kashmir, as per Article 370 of the Constitution.  
The National Act is marked by streamlined procedures which make it easier for ordinary citizens to seek public records and obtain them within a time-bound period.  The National Act is also marked by provisions for an independent appeals process through an autonomous State Information Commission, designed to safeguard the interests of the public.  
Although the Jammu & Kashmir Right to Information Act of 2004 is commendable, it does not contain the aforementioned provisions, and therefore, it does not offer the citizens of Jammu & Kashmir the same level of rights that are now available to citizens in the rest of India. Furthermore, the the present inapplicability of the National Act in J&K bars your citizens from obtaining information from Central Government bodies such as BSNL, Railways, Central Public Works, the Food Corporation of India, Hindustan Petroleum, National Airports Authority, Reserve Bank of India, SAIL, and other Central Government bodies with offices and operations in your State.
Since the National Advisory Council does not believe that citizens of Jammu & Kashmir should be denied rights that are granted to citizens throughout the rest of India, the Council encourages the Government of Jammu & Kashmir to adopt the National Right to Information Act, as it has done with over 210 Central Acts in the past.  Since the implementation of this Act in J&K will protect the Fundamental Rights of citizens of your State, we pray for its adoption in your State, at the earliest possible.

Sincerely,

Smt. Sonia Gandhi

Chairman,

National Advisory Council

