is shown by the fact that there would be
no society, and therefore no government, if
there were no individuals. The human being
1s the unit of all social institutions; without
a man there cannot be a crowd. Hence, we
are compelled to look to the individual to
find an axiom on which to build a non-
socialistic moral code. What does he tell us
about himself?

DESIRE TO LIVE

I N THE FIRST place, he tells us that above all
things he wants to live. He tells us this even
when he first comes into the world and lets
out a yell. Because of that primordial de-
sire, he maintains, he has a right to live. Cer-
tainly, nobody else can establish a wvalid
claim to his life, and for that reason he traces
his own title to an authority that transcends
all men, to God. That title makes sense.
When the individual says he has a valid
title to life, he means that all that is he, is
his own: his body, his mind, his faculties.
Maybe there 1s something else in life, such
as a soul, but without going into that realm,
he 1s willing to settle on what he knows
about himself — his consciousness. All that
is “I” 1s “mine.” That implies, of course,
that all that 1s “you” 1s “yours” — for, every
“you” 1s an “I.” Rights work both ways.
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But, while just wanting to live gives the
individual a title to life, it 1s an empty title
unless he can acquire the things that make
life liveable, beginning with food, raiment,
and shelter. These things do not come to
you because you want them; they come as
the result of putting labor to raw materials.
You have to give something of yourself —
your brawn or your brain —to make the
necessary things available. Even wild berries
have to be picked before they can be eaten.
But the energy you put out to make the
necessary things is part of you; it is you.,
T herefore, when you cause these things to
exist, your title to yourself, your labor, is
extended to the things. You have a right to
them simply because you have a right to life.

SOURCE OF GOVERNMENT

'THaT 1s the moral basis of the right of
property. “I own it because I made 1t” 1s a
title that proves itself. The recognition of
that title 1s implied in the statement that
“I make so many dollars a week.” That i1s
literally true.

But what do you mean when you say
you own the thing you produced? Say it
1s a bushel of wheat. You produced it to
satisfy your desire for bread. You can grind
the wheat into flour, bake the loaf of bread,
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