Annexure – I

	Sl.No.
	PPVFR ACT, 2001
	SEEDS BILL, 2004



	1.
	Does not require mandatory registration of varieties/seeds
	Requires mandatory registration of varieties/seeds, including existing ones.

	2.
	Once a Plant Breeders right (PBR) is registered, the right is valid for 15 years for crop varieties and 18 years for trees.
	PBR is valid for 30 years for crops varieties and 36 years for trees, doubling the protection accorded to a plant breeder. This will allow monopolies to be established.

	3.
	The National Plant Variety Authority will conduct tests for distinctiveness, novelty and utility of the variety.
	Does not specify who will conduct the tests.

	4.
	Allows the raising of objections by the people and provide for hearing to be given to them, before a variety is registered.
	The public has no opportunity to object or be heard. Leads to lack of transparency. Possibility of varieties of dubious performance being registered.

	5.
	Recognizes the contributions of the farming community as conserver, cultivator and breeder, and protects the farmer in these roles.
	Does not accord such recognition or protection

	6.
	Farmer varieties can be registered without payment of fees.
	Farmer varieties can be registered only after payment of fees. This will place a financial burden on small farmers who have good material to register but are not be able to afford the cost.

	7.
	Regulation of seed supply and seed price is to be managed through a process of compulsory licensing. This places the responsibility of adequate seed supply at reasonable prices on the Government and protects the farmer.
	No mechanism to regulate seed supply or seed price, hence no protection to farmers. Could result in high cost of seeds to be fixed arbitrarily by seed companies. Government has no means to control the price. Seed suppliers are under no obligation to ensure reasonable seed supply to farmers.

	8.
	Requires the parentage of a variety to be declared to prevent misappropriation of materials belonging to others.
	Silent on the origin and ownership aspect of a variety registered for trade. Will allow unrestricted commercialization of varieties, including farmer varieties, by private parties. Seed owners can have free access to all available biodiversity, without prior consent or benefit sharing.

	9.
	Provides for benefit sharing post commercialization.
	No such provision

	10.
	
	Nullifies the need to seek a PBR in order to obtain rights to market the new variety. Allows evasion of public interest liabilities that are linked to the PBR. Allows seed owner to evade compulsory licence requirements that protect the cultivators from high seed price and inadequate supply.

	11.
	
	Bypasses the standard practice of ICAR of multi-location evaluation of new varieties. Can lead to exaggerated performance claims.

	12.
	There are provisions for liability and compensation to farmers for spurious and poor quality seeds.
	Farmer must seed compensation through district consumer courts. This is difficult, if not impossible, for small farmers. Besides, district consumer courts have no expert knowledge in agriculture.

	13.
	Has stringent penalties for violating the law and supplying bad seeds.
	Has only token penalties that will not act as a deterrent.

	14.
	
	Highly bureaucratic. Has retained extensive powers with seed inspectors and state testing institutions that have proved to be counter-productive and ineffective. Provides for too many bureaucratic interventions and opportunities for back-door actions. There is lack of transparency in processes. Has missed the opportunity to come up with a better alternative.


