PAGE = 3 =
results if I actually used the socialistic theory for grading papers,

First, the highly productive pupils -~ and they are always B minority in school
as well as in life == would soon lose all incentive for producing. Why strive

to make a high grade if part of it is taken from you by "authority" and given to
someone else?

Second, the less productive pupils -- a majority in school as elsewhere -- would,
for a time, be relieved of the necessity to study or to produce., This socialist-
communist system would continue until the high producers had sunk —--= or had been
driven down —-- to the level of the low producerss, At that point, in order for
anyone to survive, the Mauthority" would have no alternative but to begin a

system of compulsory labor and punishments against even the low producers. They,
of ¢ ourse, would then complain bitterly, but without understandings

Finally, I return the discussion to ithe ideas of freedom and enterprise — the

market economy -- where each person has freedom of choice, and is responsible for
his own decisions and welfare,

Gratifyingly enough, most of my pupils then understand what I mean when 1 explain
that socialism —- even in a democracy == will eventually resalt in a living death
for all except the Mauthorities™ and a few of their favorite lackeys,
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A letter from Thomas J, Shelly, teacher of economics and history, Yonkers High
School, Yonkers 2, N, Yq

The Freeman

The Freeman, self-proclaimed "monthly journal of ideas on liberty," is now a ppearing
in an attractive pocket-size format., By selection and slanting of information,

it continues, in its new format, to cast suspicion on one of the unique forces

that has given strength, unity and leadership to this country -- public education,
The Freeman is published by the Foundation for Economic Eduecation, Inc,, Irvington-

On-H'lldSOI'l, N. Y.
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