
abhorrent to his feelings. With his aid you
are to pushyour purposes of conquest. The
battles which he is to fight are the battles
ofinvasion; battles which he detests perhaps
& abhors, less from the danger & the death
that gather over them, & the blood with
which they drench the plain, than from the

prmuples in which they have their origin.
If, Sir, in this strife he fall — if, while ready
to obey every rightful command of Gov-
ernment, he is forced from home against
right, not to contend for the defence of his

country, but to prosecute a miserable & de-
testable project of invasion, & in that strife
he fall, ’tis murder. It may stalk above the
cognizance of human law, but in the sight
of Heaven it is murder; & though millions
of years may roll away, while his ashes &

yours lie mmoled togetherin the earth, the
dav will yet come, when his spirit & the
spirits of his children must be met at the
bar of omnipotent justice. May God, in his
compassion, shield me from any participa-
tion in the enormity of this guil.

The operation of measures thus unconsti-
tutional & illegal ought to be prevented, by
a resort to other measures which are both
constitutional & legal. I express these senti-
ments here, Sir, because I shall express them
to my constituents. Both they & myself live
under a Constitution which teaches us, that
“the doctrine of non-resistance against arbi-

trary power & oppression, is absurd, slavish,

& destructive of the good & happiness of
mankind.” With the same earnestness with
which I now exhort you to forbear from
these measures, I shall exhort them to exer-

cise their unquestionable right of providing
for the security of their own liberties.

A military force cannot be raised, in this
manner, but by the means of a military
force. If administration has found that it
can not form an army without conscription,
it will find, if it venture on these experi-
ments, that it can not enforce conscription
without an army. The Government was not

constituted for such purposes. Framed in
the spirit of liberty, & in the love of peace,
it has no powers which render it able to

enforce such laws. The attempt, if we

rashly make it, will fail; & having already
thrown away our peace, we may thereby
throw away our Government.
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