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Principles of
Revolutionary Unionism

Principles of the International Workers Associa-tion, originally adopted at its foanding coagressin January, 1923. .

l:fl\egoalofrevoluflonaryunion‘sm'sd\ewfizafim
ofsocialflfconthebassoflibertaflancommmfiich
can only be achieved by the revolutionary action of the
working class itself. Only the economic organizationof the
proletariat, and not political parties, are capabile of reach-
ing this objective.
2: Revolutionary unionism aims at the abolition of class
privilegeby the establishing of economic communities and
administrative organismsnun by the workersin the feids
and factortes, forming a system of free coundls without
subordination to any State power or political party. Revo-
lutionary unionism poses the economic reorganizaton ofsociety as the alternative to the politics of states and par-
dcs.mgodofrwoluoonarywfionismisnmmcm
of political power but the abolition of all statism in the life of
society. The disappearance of the class monopoly of
private property in the means of production must also be
accompanied by the disappearance of all forms of domins-
ton.

S:Raoluflonaryunlon'smmmbinathcdd!yw&
the economic., social and intellectual advancement of the
workingclass within the limits of present-daysodety withthe revolutionary goal of common action by all mamual
and intellectual workers, in all sectors of the economy, to
Create seif-managementof all production and distrfoution
processes in the interests of thecommunity.
C:RMmMEWMMM
zation in which the needs of sodety are subordinated to the
interests of a few. variety is replaced by uniformity and per-sonal responsibility is replaced by unanimous discipline. It
federalism, a free organization which works from the base
to the top by urniting all forces in the deferwe of common
ideasand interests.
5: Revolutionary unionism rejects all partiamentary acthv
tty. and all delegation of power © legislathe bodies. It
hoids that even the freast voting system cannot bring ebout

the disappearance of the clear contradictions at the heartof presentday soGiety.
62 Revotutionary uniomsm is internationalist, it rejects allarbitrarily created political and national fronters and de-clares that what is called nationalism is the religion of themodern state. behind which is concealed the material in-
terests of the ruling classes. Revolutionary unionism recoqg-nizes only the self-determmation and free federaton of all
regions.
7: Revolutionary unionism fghts agqainst militarism andwar and advocates the generalstrike to prevent war. In
case of war, unionism demands the bovcot-
dngdnflwmatu'kl.wfihthcaccpflonofacmntmwhere the workers are in the midst of a social revoluton. inwhich case it is necessary to help them defend the revolu.
tion. During the revolution, workers' militias, controlled bythe workers' unions, must be substtuted for standingarmies.

&Forrwoluflonuymionism.d!nctacfionisthcmcam
of struggie: for example. occupations, strikes. boycotts,sabotage, etc. Direct action finds its fullest expression inthe general strike which may, at the same time. be the pre-lude to the sodal revolution.
9: While revolutionary unionism is opposed to all organ-ired violence of the State, it realizes that there will be vio-kerrt clashes during the decisive struggles between the capi.
alism of todsy and the free communism of tomorrow.
Thus. it recognizes as valid that violence which canbe used
& a means of defense against the violence used by the rul-ing classes during the social revohstion. As expropriation of
the land and the means of production can onl be carried
out and brought to a successful conclusion by the direct in-
tervertion of the workers' revolutionary economic organ-zwtions, deferwe of the revolution must be in the hands of
the workers’ cwn economic organizations and i not the
task of military or quasi-militarybodies developing inde-
pendendy of these economic organizations.
19: Workers' revolutionary unionism s the only social
force that can bring about the self-emancipationof the
workers from capital and the Sate.
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