Principles of
Revolutionary Unionism

Principles of the International Workers Associa-

tion, originally adopted at its foanding congress
in January, 1923. :

of social life on the basis of libertarian communism. which
can only be achieved by the revolutionary action of the
working class itself. Only the economic organization of the

proletariat, and not political parties. are capabie of reach-
ing this objective.

2: Revolutionary unionism aims at the abolition of class 7: Revolutionary unionism fghts against militarism and
privilege by the establishing of economic communities and war and advocates the general strike to prevent war. In
administrative organisms nun by the workers in the Seids case of war, umonism demands the boucot.
and factortes, forming a system of free coundis without ﬂngdnllwmate'ld.withdnuapﬂonofacounw

wbmﬂnhﬂontoanyStatemorpoUﬁcalpuw. Revo- whmd‘nwkmanhthcmidnofasociajrwoluﬁon.m
lutionary unionism poses the economic reorganizaton of

ary unionism recoq-
free federaton of all

which case it is necessary to help them defend the revoly.
society as the alternative to the politics of states and par-

tes. mgoddrmluﬂonarywﬁonbmhnmﬂ\cmust
of political power but the abolition of all statism in the life of

ton. During the revolution, workers’ militias. controlled by

the workers' unions, must be substituted for standing
armmies

&Forra-oluﬂw\uymﬁon'sm.dmmisthcmeans
of struggie: for example. occupations. strikes. boycotts.
sabotage, etc. Direct action finds its fullest expression in
the general strike which may, at the same time_ be the pre-

hude to the social revolution.

9: While revolutionary unionism is opposed to all organ-
working class within the limits of present-day sodiety with tred violence of the State, it realizes that there will be vio-
the revolutionary goal of common action by all manual lertt clashes during the decisive struggles between the capi.
and intellectual workers, In all sectors of the economy, to

tallsm of today and the free communism of tomorrow
Create self-managemernt of all production -

Thua, it recognizes as valid that violence which can be used

to the top by wuting all forces in the deferwe of common
ideas and interests.

19: Workers' revolutionary unionism s the only social
force that can bring about the self-emancipation of the
workers from capital and the State.
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