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American Consulmte 
Porto Alegre 

J u l y 12* 1 9 * 3 

Dear Mr. hsppolt 
1 r u l e r to K,-«ba*»y telegram 3 of J u l y 11 . 1963 reqaesting 

say evidence wo might her© 011 recent rumors o f "August" and/or 
impeachment movement* against President G o a l s ? ! . 

At present (with a r , Duffield absent i n R i o ) , I hsvo no 
f a c t s which would Indicate involvement o f wny s i g n i f i c a n t 
p o l i t i c a l or m i l i t a r y group i n RGS i n a concrete attempt to 
oust Goulart . the l o c a l "atmosphere" general ly r e f l e c t s a 
n a t u r a l concern aver n a t i o n a l events hut, tm? ad press specu­
l a t i o n over whether or not a "state of readiness" had bes*n 
declared ny the 111 Army ( i t had n o t ) , there has been l i t t l e 
t a l k o f any l o c a l a c t i v i t y i n support of or Ha Opooa t ion t o ( J 
a *-.ylf». mil* t h a i * I s J y y i s l d e r s b l s speculation cm a </» 
r i g h t i s t coup emanatlog/mn» north o f here, there l a none f 
t: at I know o f on impeachment. € 

I estimate the l o c a l s i t u a t i o n i n reg rd to 'gpl je (not 
impeachment) t h r e a t s against Goulart as follows*'1 

A. Whatever Gove.-:.or Meneghattl'a wishful thinking may 
be In regard to Go l a r t and whatever agreements he m y have 
with Adhemar of Sao Paulo or o t h e r s , he has gone cm record 
repeatedly to r e j e c t reports that he was a l l i e d with any 
p o l i t i c a l combination against toe P r e s i d e n t , t h i s probably 
a ems from Naneghettl 's desperate need of f i n a n c i a l aid from 
Goulart, a fear of r i s k y adventures, ladeeislvmness, snd, 
perhaps, respeet for c o n s t l t u t i c n p l procedures e s p e c i a l l y I n 
rag rd to a fellow jtfMfea* I t a l s o seems that Meaeghetti 
h * s considerable doubt of h i s e i l i t y to lead the spmeirl 
i n t e r e s t groups, the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , tha paople and tha 
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m i l i t a r y i n a conspiracy against the P r e s i d e n t . I t looks a t 
i f the Governor wants to s t e e r c l e a r of cabals I f at a l l 
p o s s i b l e , although he might be roused to d e c i s i v e act ion 
against a conspiracy from the f a r l e f t . 

B. L a s t week the temporary co mender of the I I I Amy, 
General Alves Bastos, r e p l i e d to press queries that h i s f o r c e * 
were calm but ready. He went overboard i n h i s praise of 
Minister J e l r . The state m i l i t a r y club i n i t i a t e d i t wants 
to stay out of the Rio c l u b ' s a f f a i r and the aerge«nts have 
remained s i l e n t , I am unable to estimate the extent of 
Alves BF s t o s ' infulenqe over h i s o f f i c e r s and men, but i t 
appears that he w i l l continue to back J c l r (and the a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n ) upon whom he seems to be counting to secure for him tins 
command of the I or I I I Armies. In the event of a n a t i o n a l 
disturbance, the outcome of the l i k e l y competition for e f f e c t i v e 
leadership between l e f t i s t and conservative o f f i c e r s i s open 
to speculat ion. 

C, Radio, t e l e v i s i o n and press here have n a t u r a l l y 
given wide coverage to the m i l i t a r y , Lmce^da and Ribeiro a f f a i r s . 
However, every*' the F i ^ i q f (Mfsqeljdqs group, which i s v i r u l e n t l y 
attacking B r i z o l a and viswing with alarm recant f e d e r a l attempts 
to r e s t r i c t TV speeches, I s s t i l i r e f e r r i n g to Goulart more 
i n sorrow than i n anger. 

D. State i n d u s t r i a l , f i n a n c i a l and co -smerclal leaders 
seem to want only peace and quiet and a chance for a degree of 
s t a b i l i t y , although some of the more conservative among them 
yearn for a r i g h t i s t coup. The same appl ies to the big farmers 
who are worried about land reform Tut not yet desparately s o . 

E , In spite of the fact that most t a l k of a f j i i j now 
concerns one from the r i g h t , the l e f t i s S t - n a t l o y a l i s t elements 
of the army, the unions, and the l a n d l e s s peasants seem to m 
to pose a wore serious threat h e r e . I t i s not impossible to 
v i s u a l i s e a growing impatience and disenchantment with the p r e ­
sent government turning into an atto~.pt to i n s t a l l a l e f t i s t 
d i c t a t o r s h i p (with or without Goulart)---given l o c a l or n a t i o n a l 
leadership by a B r i z o l a or en Osvino. 

In summary, * n Rio Grande do Sul r ight now the g j j j l reports 
are somewhat l i k e tha weather—everybody i s t a l k i n g about i t 
but no one i s doing anything about i t . A WEit end set at t i tude 
se ms to p r e v a i l i n t h i s state which, i t must be remembered, I s 
r e l a t i v e l y prosperous. To our knowledge, there are no eolae 
plans o r i g i n a t i n g i n RGS nor any well-organized plan for following 
one o r i g i n a t i n g elsewhere. T h i s apparent p a s s i v i t y of e highly 
v o l a t i l e p-pilenee may be only te >or*ry. I n the ©vent of a 
n a t i o n a l c r i s i s , the l e f t i s t - n a t i o n a l i s t s could probably p r e v a i l 
herS over anything but united I I I Army opposit ion. For the 
present—Mens§hetti i s no Lacerdn, B r i z o l a i s spending most of 
h i s time elsewhere, and the I I I Army doesn't yet know who i t s 
next commander w i l l be. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

W. Douglas HeLain J r . 
G0NFXDKNT^9£ Ĉ Vice Consul 
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