
kind. We would resist any moves to censor

basic scientific research on moral, political,
or social grounds. Technology must,
however, be carefully judged by the conse-

quences of its use; harmful and destructive
changes should be avoided. We are particu-
larly disturbed when technology and
bureaucracy control, manipulate, or modify
human beings without their consent.

Technological feasibility does not imply
social or cultural desirability.

SEVENTEENTH: We must expand
communication and transportation across

frontiers. Travel restrictions must cease.

The world must be open to diverse political,
ideological, and moral viewpoints and evolve
a worldwide system of television and radio
for information and education. We thus call
for full international cooperation in culture,
science, the arts, and technology across

ideological borders. We must learn to live
openly together or we shall perish together.

HUMANITY AS A WHOLE

IN CLOSING: The world cannot wait
for a reconciliation of competing political or

economic systems to solve its problems.
These are the times for men and women of
goodwill to further the building of a

peaceful and prosperous world. We urge
that parochial loyalties and inflexible moral
and religious ideologies be transcended. We

urge recognition of the common humanity of
all people. We further urge the use of
reason and compassion to produce the kind
of world we want—a world in which peace,
prosperity, freedom, and happiness are

widely shared. Let us not abandon that
vision in despair or cowardice. We are

responsible for what we are or will be. Let
us work together for a humane world by
means commensurate with humane ends.
Destructive ideological differences among
communism, capitalism, socialism, conser-

vatism, liberalism, and radicalism should be

overcome. Let us call for an end to terror

and hatred. We will survive and prosper
only in a world of shared humane values.
We can initiate new directions for human-
kind; ancient rivalries can be superseded by
broad-based cooperative efforts. The com-

mitment to tolerance, understanding, and
peaceful negotiation does not necessitate
acquiescence to the status quo nor the dam-
ming up of dynamic and revolutionary
forces. The true revolution is occurring and
can continue in countless nonviolent
adjustments. But this entails the willingness
to step forward onto new and expanding
plateaus. At the present juncture of history,
commitment to all humankind is the highest
commitment of which we are capable; it
transcends the narrow allegiances of church,
state, party, class, or race in moving toward
a wider vision of human potentiality. What
more daring a goal for humankind than for
each person to become, in ideal as well as

practice, a citizen of a world community. It
is a classical vision; we can now give it new

vitality. Humanism thus interpreted is a

moral force that has time on its side. We
believe that humankind has the potential
intelligence, goodwill, and cooperative skill
to implement this commitment in the dec-
ades ahead.

We, the undersigned, while not neces-

sarily endorsing every detail of the above,
pledge our general support to Humanist
Manifesto II for the future of humankind.
These affirmations are not a final credo or

dogma but an expression of a living and
growing faith. We invite others in all lands
to join us in further developing and working
for these goals. [

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thousands of names have
been added to the list of signatories which
followed the original Humanist Manifesto II,
published in the September/October 1973 issue of
The Humanist by the American Humanist Associ-
ation, 7 Harwood Drive, P.O. Box 146, Amherst,
New York 14226-0146, (716) 839-5080.


